II. WCE STRATEGIES

A. REVIEW and REMEMBER the RHETORICAL STRATEGIES:
· What are the main traits?

· Of an Example/Illustration essay?

· Of a Process/Analysis essay?

· Of a Classification essay?

· What is your focus in each?

· How do you structure your thesis?

· How do you support your thesis?

· How do you organize your support?

· How do you organize your essay?

· By time? (chronological order)

· By logic? (emphatic order – best for last)

· What key words or terms do you use for each?

· In an Example/Illustration?

· In a Process?

· In a Classification?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B. “READ” the PROMPT:
· take your time and carefully read the prompt

· recognize key words in the prompt (focus)

· What is the subject/topic?

· What is the main idea regarding this subject?

· Recognize verb tenses and adjectives.

· Example:

· The entertainment industry is changing.

· The entertainment industry (TOPIC) is changing (MAIN IDEA).

· identify your purpose

· What are you trying to prove? 

· plan your audience

·  To whom is the essay addressed or geared?

**  Write what you know 

· Select a topic based on your interests, likes/dislikes, experiences 

· (NO RESEARCH) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C. BRAINSTORM:
· BS on the prompt for a TOPIC
· list possible topics under each rhetorical strategy
· BS on the prompt for DETAILS
· list possible ideas under each topic (
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

D. OUTLINE: 

· organize your BS (brainstorming) 

· cross out those “bad” ideas (those that are irrelevant, off-topic, inconsequential, of less significance)

· circle the “good” ideas (those that you will use in your essay)

· number the remaining 3 (reasons or types) or whatever total of steps (process)

· order/number by chronology (PA) or logic/emphasis (EX, Class.)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E. WRITE (writing strategies):
· repeat the prompt in the essay 

· in the Introduction & in the Conclusion

· as the thesis statement (EX)

· as the opening generalization (PA, Class.)

· CLEARLY IDENTIFY A RHETORICAL STRATEGY:
· utilize key words specific to the rhetorical strategy (RS)

· organize the essay carefully, logically, and consistently (organization)

· To whom is the essay addressed or geared (audience)

· What are you trying to prove? (purpose)

· Write what you know – your interests, likes/dislikes, experiences (NO RESEARCH) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

F. PROOFREAD:
· leave yourself approximately 5-10 minutes to proofread your draft

· proofread for spelling, capitalization, and punctuation errors (use the dictionary)

· check your diction/word choice (use the thesaurus)

· correct sentence errors (fragments, run-ons, comma splices)

· read the essay backwards, from the last sentence to the first

· correct errors in subject-verb agreement, pronoun reference and/or agreement

	TIME TABLE

	· 5 minutes to plan

· 40-45 to write the essay

· 5-10 minutes to proofread


