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LUZERNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
	Course Title:
	English Composition (MICRO)
	Instructor:
	Dr. Housenick

	Section #:
	ENG 101-0
	Office Room:
	#702

	Classes:
	Tuesday-Thursday:


	Office Hours:
	Tuesday-Thursday:

11:00-12:30, 2:30-4:10

	Room:
	#
	
	and By Appointment

	Department:
	English
	Office Phone:
	740-6211

	Credits:
	Lecture Hours:  3
	E-mail:
	shousenick@luzerne.edu

	Web Site
	<http://academic.luzerne.edu/shousenick>


I. Prerequisites: 
These include completion of ENG 030 with a “C” or better grade or placement by examination.

II. Course Description:
Principles of rhetoric, grammar, and usage; the development of vocabulary; and extensive use of selected materials are stressed as fundamentals in the writing of themes as well as extended papers.  Students will be required to take a writing competency exam as part of this course.

III. Course Goals:
This course provides students the opportunity: 

GOAL 1:
(1a) to develop critical thinking, critical reading, and analytical aptitudes in response to college-level texts, thereby sharpening communication skills essential for future success in college, career, and interpersonal endeavors; 
(1b) to recognize that writing is indeed a recursive process and, consequently, to develop written documents implementing writing-as-a-process methods, such as pre-writing, drafting, editing, and revision;

GOAL 2:
(2) to develop, from clear and concise thesis statements, written documents that demonstrate a sense of audience and purpose, that utilize specific evidence and concrete details, and that incorporate logically organized and unified paragraphs; 

GOAL3:
(3a) to recognize, practice, and implement such methods of development as description, narration, example, process-analysis, division/classification, comparison/contrast, definition;
(3b) to employ said rhetorical patterns in multi-paragraphed documents that emphasize exposition and argumentation;
GOAL4: 
(4) to employ proofreading techniques to produce college-level essays and extended papers that utilize a developed vocabulary and selected materials, that exhibit clear and precise prose, and that conform to Standard English usage, grammar, punctuation, and spelling;
GOAL5:
(5) to increase information literacy via the major facilities, services, and tools of the college library; 
(5b) to judge the scholarly value of data; 
(5c) to utilize professional databases for scholarly research; 
(5d) to recognize and employ quotations, summaries, and paraphrases; 
(5e) to identify and avoid plagiarism
IV. Student Learning Objectives or Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able:

Goal 1:

(1a) to use critical thinking, critical reading, and critical writing skills to analyze and

        respond to college text-book essays;

(1b) to use a variety of prewriting techniques to generate topics for writing;

(1c) to use strategies of drafting, editing, and revising to produce clear, effective, and

        interesting writing;
Goal 2:


(2a) to translate a specific topic into a clear, concise thesis statement;
(2b) to create a sense of audience and purpose within the written document;
(2c) to support that thesis using specific evidence and concrete detail;

(2d) to plan and develop a unified, coherent, and logically organized document;
Goal 3:

(3a) to create written, multi-paragraphed documents utilizing a variety of rhetorical patterns (methods of development);

(3b) to create written, multi-paragraphed documents emphasizing exposition and argument;
Goal 4:

(4a) to revise a multi-paragraph essay to include complete and correct sentence structure;

(4b) to revise a multi-paragraph essay to include appropriate and correct punctuation;
(4c) to revise a multi-paragraph essay to include correct mechanical usage;
Goal 5:
(5a) to use the major facilities, services, and tools of the college library;

(5b) to evaluate scholarly information and resources;

(5c) to recognize and handle quotations, summaries, and paraphrases to avoid plagiarism

V. Weekly Forecast:  
WEEK #1:  
syllabus; orientations; journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; group project; 
Essay Basics

WEEK #2:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; Description, Narration; *groups due
WEEK #3:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; Description, Narration—DN
WEEK #4:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; *DN due; Example, MLA
WEEK #5:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; Example, MLA
WEEK #6:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; Example, MLA

WEEK #7:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; *Example due;
WEEK #8:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; *P/A due; *Mid-Term
WEEK #9:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; D/C
WEEK #10:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; D/C
WEEK #11:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; *D/C due
WEEK #12:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; *WCE due; C/C
WEEK #13:  
journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; C/C



*Thanksgiving Break:  R-11/26—M-11/30*

WEEK #14:  journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; *C/C due; Definition; *Portfolio due
WEEK #15:  journals; grammar, usage, punctuation; *Definition due
WEEK #16:    Final Exams Week
	**All grammar will be applied to the journals, group reports, and essays.

**All essays will be submitted to TURNITIN.COM to guarantee authenticity.

**All graded essays will be revised for the Portfolio.

**No work will be accepted late after the WCE.

**No work will be accepted after the final day of class.


VI. Assessment and Grading:
The following are acceptable assessment methods for this course:

(1) within the first week of class:  students will provide a writing sample to assess appropriate skill level within ENG 101.  (Use scoring rubric provided by the department.)

(2) minimum:  7 revised/edited multi-paragraph papers utilizing all 7 different rhetorical methods for a minimum of 3000-4000 total word count excluding journal writing, immediate response questions, group activities.

(3) drafts

(4) quizzes

(5) tests

(6) journals

(7) group and individual projects

(8) participation

(9) portfolio

(10) conferences

(11) Writing Competency Exam (required of all students—see attachments)

VII. Grading Scale:
	Grading Scale: (course) (no - grade)

	Grading Scale: (papers) (50 pts. X 2=grade)

	A.....90-100 
(no A+ grade)
	Unity                (1-10)


	B.....80-89 
(80-86, 87-89 +)
	Coherence        (1-10)

	C.....70-79 
(70-76, 77-79 +)

	Support            (1-10)

	D.....60-69 
(60-66, 67-69 +)

	Sentence Skills (1-10)

	F.....Below 60
(failure)
	Type of Essay  (1-10)


Final grade:

Quizzes, exams, journals, projects, portfolios, and participation will be averaged together for Grade A; your essays will be averaged together for Grade B.  Your final grade will be determined by the result of A+B divided by 2. Also, school policy dictates that no minus grades and no “A+” grade be given.  Lastly, since I often offer extra credit assignments early in the semester, the final math = your final grade.  In other words, do not come to me at the end of the semester begging me to “give” you a few points.  (Consult attached Final Grade Sheet.)


VIII. Reference, Resources, and Learning Materials:

· <http://academic.luzerne.edu/shousenick>

· Aaron, Jane E. The Little, Brown Compact Handbook with Exercises. Custom ed. for 
LCCC, 2009-2010. New York: Pearson, 2009. (*required for ENG 101 and 102)
· www.mycomplab.com code (*Web resource that accompanies textbook)

IX. Additional References:
Additional References: 
· Dictionary (current edition)
· Thesaurus (current edition)

Required Equipment: 

· 3.5” floppy disk (or equivalent—i.e., portable hard drive)
· Computer with Internet access and Microsoft Word

**SAVE EVERYTHING on DISK**
X. Other Course Requirements:
· The Writing Competency Exam, discussed below, will be evaluated by one reader, an instructor in the English Department other than the student’s own.
· Requisite hours of study outside of the classroom per 3-credit course.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDY HOURS
RECOMMENDED STUDY HOURS for COLLEGE COURSES

	Number of CREDITS 
	Time for READING the assigned text (per week)
	Time for HOMEWORK 

(per week)
	Time for REVIEW & TEST PREPARATION (per week)
	Total STUDY TIME (per week)

	3 credits


	2-4 hours
	2-3 hours
	2 hours
	6-9 hours

	4 credits


	3-5 hours
	2-4 hours
	3 hours
	8-12 hours

	5 credits


	3-5 hours
	3-6 hours
	4 hours
	10-15 hours




WRITING COMPETENCY EXAM
After two-thirds of English Composition 101, the students should have developed their writing skills to the point where they can successfully PASS a writing competency test designed as discussed below.
All students in English Composition 101 will be required to take and pass an impromptu writing competency test.  Taking and passing the test will be a requirement for completing English Composition 101 and receiving a grade for the course.
· Purpose:  The purpose of this test is to demonstrate that students can write clearly, functionally, and effectively even when they don’t have extended time for pre-writing, planning, drafting, and rewriting.  Such a competency is an important ingredient of a college program.
· TEST DATES: 
A regular class period during the week November 16-20, 2009.  The specific date will be announced by the class instructor.
· TYPE OF TEST:  Writing sample



· LENGTH:               One hour
· Topics:  Topics will be announced one week prior to the test date.  Students will be asked to write in one of four rhetorical patterns:
1. Illustration - Illustrate a thesis of your own opinion with three specific examples taken from a broad base of support.  For example, the specific focus might be:

· Violence in Today’s Entertainment

· My Most Educational Childhood Experiences

2. Process - Explain the process one might go through to achieve a desired result.  Write in sentence and paragraph format.  No lists!  The process may be informational or directional.  For example, the specific focus might be:

· Compiling a Resume

· Packing a Suitcase

3. Comparison and Contrast – Explain the similarities and differences of two entities.  The essay must be expositive.  For example, the specific focus might be:

· High School and College

· Cats and Dogs

4. Classification - Break down a broad category into at least three sub-divisions and give the general characteristics and one specific example of each.  For example, the specific focus might be:

· Annoying Drivers

· Sales Clerks

· The topic will be similar to the general guidelines given above - but not identical. *
· Every student in class will write on the announced topic.  
· There will be no choices.  
· At the time of the essay, your instructor will announce the rhetorical mode that is mandatory.

· Requirements:  Minimum length of 400 words (5 paragraphs).  Also, student essays should display the following characteristics:  a strong thesis, clear focus and content, appropriate development using standard methods, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice.  

· While some mechanical errors may naturally occur, these should be limited so as not to interfere with the writer’s purpose.  
· A physical dictionary may be used, but electronic aids are prohibited.

· Further, students may not bring an outline, rough draft, or any notes.
· Students with College-documented special needs may make special arrangements for taking the test with Anna Mary McHugh, Coordinator, Special Needs.
· Evaluation:  The WCE will be evaluated by one reader, an instructor in the English

Department  other than the student’s own.  The reader will mark the essay PASS (6, 5, 4) or REPEAT (3, 2, 1)  – according to the departmental grading Holistic Scoring Guide.
· A PASS means the essay has a clear thesis, concrete support, and adequate organization and is reasonably free of mechanical errors.  
· A REPEAT means the essay lacks focus and/or concrete development, and/or adequate organization, and contains mechanical errors so obvious and debilitating that they interfere with understanding.  
· In short, any essay that would receive a D or less in English 101 will be marked REPEAT. 

· Consequences:  Students will be notified of the results by their instructor.  Those who must REPEAT will be referred to the Writing Lab (Room 113,  Student  Center Building ) where a professional will review the results with students and give them advice on preparing for a retake.

· You must retake and pass the writing competency examination before the end of scheduled classes of the semester or your English 101 grade will be an F.  
In addition, the course instructor may or may not evaluate student performance on the Writing Competency Exam as part of the course grade.
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HOUSE RULES
· Cell Phones:  Cell phones, beepers, pagers, or other electronic or digital devices that may annoy, disturb, or distract the class are simply not allowed. Turn them off before class begins, or I will ask you to leave when they go off.

· MICROCOMP:  The computers are strictly for class-related assignments, nothing else; thus, surfing the web, sending instant messages, and other unscholarly activities are expressly forbidden.  If you want to play, stay home, especially since you will not receive credit for attendance.  The worst possible breach of this policy regards pornographic material; the consequences of which involve permanent removal from the class, restriction of computer access on campus, and possible sexual harassment charges.

· Format:  Every assignment done in this class, from journals to essays, will have the same format, which includes your name, my name, course and section number, due date, and type of assignment—all of which is printed (single-spaced) in the upper right-hand corner of the first page.  For example:

John Schmigliessa 

Dr. Housenick

ENG 555-55

12-21-2012 
    

Effect Essay

Also, for pages 2-6 you will create a header located in the upper right-hand side of the page, and it will include your last name, no space, a hyphen, no space, and the page number: 

Schmigliessa-3

This header, however, will not appear on the first page.  Additionally, all work will be double-spaced with a Font size of 12 and a Font style of Times New Roman.  Furthermore, each assignment will be stapled before it is submitted for grading.  No paper will be accepted without these conditions.

· Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional use of another’s words or ideas as your own.  You are guilty of plagiarism if you:

· include in your essay a passage, an identifiable phrase, or idea that you copied from someone else’s work without acknowledging and documenting your source;

· use exactly the same sequence of ideas and organization of argument as your source;

· fail to put an author’s words inside quotation marks;

· fail to cite a source of summarized or paraphrased information;

· use in your paper sections that have been written or rewritten by a friend or tutor (If the latter is a classmate, then BOTH students fail.);

· use a paper you submitted for a previous class without my permission (Yes, you can be guilty of plagiarizing yourself!);

· buy, find, or receive a paper that you turn in as your own work.. (Raimes 84-85)

· *Students who plagiarize will fail this course without discussion.
· TURNITIN.COM:  All essays will be submitted to Turnitin.com to guarantee authenticity.  No essay will be accepted or graded if it has not been previously submitted to Tii.com.
· Participation:  Participation will be assessed by observation of preparedness, contributions to in-class work and discussions, and general cooperativeness as seen in class.  This assessment is subjective and entirely at the discretion of the instructor.  Obviously, if you are not in class, then this test grade will suffer.  Also, three late arrivals will count as one unexcused absence.

For the fall and spring semesters, students are granted, via school policy, three unexcused absences; in the summer sessions, they are allowed only one.  After such allowances, your participation grade will begin to decline.  

· Absenteeism:  If a student misses a class period, he/she is responsible to obtain the covered material from a classmate, for the instructor will not teach the same information a second time.  Further, it is the absentee’s responsibility to complete assignments due on the absent day or on the returning day.  If, for example, an assignment is due on a Monday and the student is absent on that same day, the assignment is considered late and will be lowered one letter grade for every class period until it is handed in. Similarly, if the assignment is due on a Wednesday and the student is absent on the preceding Monday, the work is still expected on that Wednesday, or it will be considered late. 

Furthermore, it is the absentee’s responsibility to set make up dates (usually at the Learning Center) for any missed examinations.  However, no quizzes can be made up; if a student is absent the day of a quiz, then that zero counts as one of the two lowest quiz grades (probably) to be dropped.   

Additionally, only two reasons exist for an “excused absence,” and they include a death in the immediate family and a serious illness.  For the former, I require a note (typically via e-mail) from the Vice-President of Student Development (Mr. Tom Leary).  For the latter, I require a doctor’s note.  Any other reason for missing class is just an excuse. 

· Perfect Attendance:  For attending and participating in every class meeting, students will be rewarded with two (2) points on their final average, in addition to the possible A (100) grade for participation.

· Tardiness:  Class starts at the time listed at the top of the syllabus, so make arrangements to arrive on time.  If it becomes a problem, either you will withdraw from this class and take one that better fits your schedule or I will not allow you into class until you can respect your classmates and yourself enough to show up promptly.  Also, three late arrivals will count as one absence.  

Lastly, please remember that we are a commuter college; thus, you will need to arrange for reliable transportation, even the public kind, because the lack of a ride does not constitute a valid excuse for tardiness or absence.

· Late Papers:  Late papers will be lowered one letter grade for every class period they are tardy.  Generally speaking, that results in a ten-point deduction from the final grade (89(79).   If you blow off class to finish an assignment and then show up at the end of our scheduled meeting time to hand it in, the work is still considered late. Also, if you rely on excuses like “the computer ate my homework,” your work is still considered late.  Furthermore, no late paper will be accepted one week after the due date, regardless of the excuse.  At that point, the “0” will remain in my grade book. 

· Zeroes:  My grade book will be open to students during the semester if questions arise concerning grades or missing work.  Thus, it is the students’ responsibility to keep track of their own assignments, for I will not chase students to inform them that they owe me work.  Remember, material must be submitted no later than one week after the due date.  

· SUPPLEMENTAL ASSIGNMENTS (“extra credit”):  I may allow students to write essays that will assist their final averages; if so, the following conditions must be satisfied:  the subject is worthy of the bonus, the effort is worthy of the points, the student is worthy of the benefit.  Regarding the latter provision, what I mean is this:  Students should not plan on blowing off classes and/or assignments and then submitting extra credit to make up the difference; such behavior will not be rewarded.  Also, each student will be allowed to draft no more than two (2) of these supplemental essays, which may, depending on the quality, be worth two (2) points apiece.  Lastly, authorization and evaluation of this charity remains completely at my discretion. 
· E-Mail:  E-mail is for emergency use only.  It is not to be utilized as a replacement for typical teacher-student one-on-one communications. In other words, if a student has a problem with the course or its work, then he/she must meet with the instructor in his office to discuss the matter face-to-face, like adults.  Also, the instructor will neither accept nor grade any unsolicited electronic material, so do not send papers or other assignments via e-mail (unless given explicit permission from the instructor). I will accept only hard-copy assignments, so do not send them through e-mail or hand them in on a floppy disc. Finally, if you have any questions and choose e-mail as your medium to forward such inquiries, please place your name, course, and section number in the subject line.

· Decorum:  Regardless of anything else, this is a college-level course, and as such students are expected to act accordingly.  In other words, students are required to attend all scheduled meetings, to be prepared for each class, to complete assignments by their due date, to choose appropriate academic topics for assignments (no sex or drugs), to behave in an adult manner, and to treat fellow students with courtesy and respect.

	*Disclaimer*:  While this syllabus is as accurate as possible, certain aspects of it are subject to change without notice.  For instance, dates and grading may be altered by the instructor as necessary to suit the educational needs of the students enrolled in this course.  Also, if any section of the syllabus or any assignment is unclear, it is the responsibility of the student to approach the instructor and inquire about it.


 COMPRESSED SCHEDULE


Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Classes
	Original Class Time
	Compressed Class Time  

	8:00am-8:55am (or earlier)
	10:00am-10:45am

	9:05am-10:00am
	10:55am-11:40am

	10:10am-11:05am
	11:50am-12:35pm

	11:15am-12:10pm
	12:45pm-1:30pm

	12:20pm-1:15pm
	1:40pm-2:25pm

	1:25pm-2:20pm
	2:35pm-3:20pm

	2:30pm-3:20pm
	3:30pm-4:15pm

	3:35pm-4:30pm
	4:25pm-5:10pm


Classes starting after 3:35pm but before 5:00pm will meet from 4:25pm - 5:10pm. 
Classes beginning at 5pm or later will meet at their normally scheduled time.



Tuesday and Thursday Classes
	Original Class Time
	Compressed Class Time

	8:00am-9:20am (or earlier)
	10:00am-10:55am

	9:30am-10:50am
	11:05am-12:00pm

	11:00am-12:20pm
	12:10pm-1:05pm

	12:30pm-1:50pm
	1:15pm-2:10pm

	2:00pm-3:20pm
	2:20pm-3:15pm

	3:30pm-4:50pm
	3:25pm-4:20pm


Classes starting at 5pm or later will meet at their regularly scheduled time.

SNOW CANCELLATION LINE:                (800) 377-5222 x314 (740-0314)
INSTRUCTOR CANCELLATION LINE:  (800) 377-5222 x312 (740-0312)
STUDENT COMPUTER & E-MAIL ACCOUNTS
I. INFORMATION NECESSARY AT THE START

· birth date

· social security number

· 7-digit student ID number (schedule)
II. TEMPORARY LOG-IN TO COMPUTERS

· Username:  temporary
· Password:  Tempuser1
III. STUDENT ACCOUNT SIGN UP SYSTEM (student intranet)

· Go to <http://student.luzerne.edu> (studentportal.luzerne.edu/welcome).

· Follow the link that is on the right-hand side of the screen:




· Simply follow the prompts from there.

· Write down or print your account summary. 

JOURNALS
(1) TOPICS:

· given by the instructor each class

(2) SET UP:  

· upper-right-hand corner information

· typed

· 12-inch type

· Times New Roman

· double-spaced

· number each journal

(3) LENGTH:  

· one page in length 

· no less than ¾ -page 

· less than that will not count

(4) DUE DATES:

· due the next class

· save the journal on a disk/flash drive

· print a hard copy and bring it to class 

(5) GRADE:

· The journals will count as a test grade.
· Journals will be collected en masse at a future date.  Students will have the time between class meetings to get the journals together.
· The instructor will not inform the students of the final number of journals, so keep track throughout the semester.

· Failure to write and/or bring each journal to class will detrimentally affect your participation grade.

· Failure to perform any classroom assignment related to these journals will detrimentally affect not only your participation grade but your journals grade as well.

ESSAY FORMAT
FORMAT:

· Stapled (before class)

· Times New Roman font (default setting)

· 12” font size (default setting)

· 1” margins (default setting)

· Double-Spaced

· Upper right-hand corner information

· Your Name

· My Name

· Course and Section Number

· Due Date

· Type of Essay

· (*SINGLE-SPACED*)

· (*NO Cover Sheet*)

· Headers on pages 2-6

· Your Last Name, hyphen, and the Page Number

· Schmigliessa-2

· Title 
· centered on the first page

· Topic + Main Idea

· Do not be cute.

· Single-Spaced

· No bold or underline

DUE DATES:

· Essays are due when they are due.

· 10 points will be deducted for late papers.

· No assignment will be accepted one week after the due date.

LENGTH:

· All essays will be 3-4 pages in length.

· No essay with fewer pages will be accepted.
· The exception is the last essay, the Definition Essay, which will be 4-6 pages in length.

REWRITES:
· Students will rewrite all graded essays.

· When the students receive their graded drafts, they will implement the corrections.

· The revised drafts will then be re-submitted as part of the Portfolio.

John Schmigliessa


Dr. Housenick


Eng 101-099


3-15-2025


Effects Essay





The Deleterious Effects of Cigarette Smoking on Post-Adolescent Females





For all those young women in America who like having yellow teeth, bad breath, wrinkles, 


and breast cancer, keep smoking.  For the rest, …. 









