C/C OUTLINE TEMPLATE—

Subject-by-Subject Method
I. INTRODUCTION
	GENERALIZATION

*Open with a generalization that introduces the general category in which your 2 subjects will be.

* “Everyone,” “Most people,” Most of us”

* mind your Pronoun Reference

*Create a scenario as you did in the Process essay.  Why is this comparison or contrast relevant or important or necessary?
	

	NARROW TO YOU

*Narrow towards your 2 subjects.  “Some” and “Others” related to your 2 subjects.


	

	YOU

* Next, announce your 2 subjects, transitioning from the previous statement. 
* “However, I …”

* “As a matter of fact, I, too, …”


	

	*TIP YOUR HAT:

(1) Mention the “other side of the coin.”  That is, if you are writing a Contrast essay, mention some similarities.  Conversely, if you are writing a Comparison essay, mention some of the differences.

*TRANSITIONAL SENTENCE*
(2) In a Contrast essay, mention other differences that did not “make the cut;” in a Comparison essay, mention other similarities that you will NOT discuss in the essay.  These “others” may be too obvious or not important enough.
	

	*THESIS:  Why these 3 points?  Most important, significant, relevant, fundamental, representative, …

TOPIC (2 subjects) + 

MAIN IDEA (agree or differ) + 

SUPPORT (3 points of comparison/contrast)
	


II. BODY PARAGRAPH #1

	TOPIC SENTENCE:
* Name your first subject.
* Repeat first two-thirds of thesis statement.
· “One type of car available to college students is Subject A.”

· “Firstly, Subject A is one type of car available to college students.”


	

	POINT #1:

1) Name the 1st point of comparison (or contrast).

2) Explain briefly—in a sentence or two—this point of comparison or contrast.
* Clarify.
* Specific, descriptive characteristics, traits.
3) Illustrate this 1st point with specific examples or instances regarding SUBJECT #1 only.

* Be SPECIFIC.
* Be RELEVANT.
* Use Transitions (“For example,” “For instance,” “Another example concerns,” “A more positive example involves”).

* Refer to a particular person, situation.

* Quote specific lyrics, poems, works.
	

	POINT #2:

1) Name the 2nd point of comparison (or contrast).

2) Explain briefly—in a sentence or two—this point of comparison or contrast.

* Clarify.

* Specific, descriptive characteristics, traits.

3) Illustrate this 2nd point with specific examples or instances regarding SUBJECT #1 only.

* Be SPECIFIC.
* Be RELEVANT.

* Use Transitions (“For example,” “For instance,” “Another example concerns,” “A more positive example involves”).

* Refer to a particular person, situation.

* Quote specific lyrics, poems, works.
	

	POINT #3:

1) Name the 3rd point of comparison (or contrast).

2) Explain briefly—in a sentence or two—this point of comparison or contrast.

* Clarify.

* Specific, descriptive characteristics, traits.

3) Illustrate this 3rd point with specific examples or instances regarding SUBJECT #1 only.

* Be SPECIFIC.
* Be RELEVANT.

* Use Transitions (“For example,” “For instance,” “Another example concerns,” “A more positive example involves”).

* Refer to a particular person, situation.

* Quote specific lyrics, poems, works.
	


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
III. BODY PARAGRAPH #2

	TOPIC SENTENCE:
* Name your second subject.

* Repeat first two-thirds of thesis statement.

· “Another type of car available to college students is Subject A.”

· “Secondly, Subject A is another type of car available to college students.”


	TOPIC SENTENCE:
* Refer to the previous point of comparison or contrast as you segue to this second point of comparison or contrast.

** Refer back to previous idea/paragraph.

* Repeat first two-thirds of thesis statement.

* Identify 2nd point of comparison or contrast.

· “In addition to (#1), another difference between Subject A and Subject concerns ---.”

· “Secondly, Subject A and Subject B differ in terms of ---.”


	

	POINT #1:

1) Name the 1st point of comparison (or contrast).

2) Explain briefly—in a sentence or two—this point of comparison or contrast.

* Clarify.

* Specific, descriptive characteristics, traits.

3) Illustrate this 1st point with specific examples or instances regarding SUBJECT #2 only.

* Be SPECIFIC.
* Be RELEVANT.

* Use Transitions (“For example,” “For instance,” “Another example concerns,” “A more positive example involves”).

* Refer to a particular person, situation.

* Quote specific lyrics, poems, works.
	EXPLAIN:

* Explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your point of comparison or contrast.

* Clarify.

* Specific, descriptive characteristics, traits.
	

	POINT #2:

1) Name the 2nd point of comparison (or contrast).

2) Explain briefly—in a sentence or two—this point of comparison or contrast.

* Clarify.

* Specific, descriptive characteristics, traits.

3) Illustrate this 2nd point with specific examples or instances regarding SUBJECT #2 only.

* Be SPECIFIC.
* Be RELEVANT.

* Use Transitions (“For example,” “For instance,” “Another example concerns,” “A more positive example involves”).

* Refer to a particular person, situation.

* Quote specific lyrics, poems, works.
	EXAMPLES:
* Use specific examples, instances for Subject A.

* Use specific examples, instances for Subject B.

* Be SPECIFIC.
* Be RELEVANT.
* Use Transitions (“For example,” “For instance,” “Another example concerns,” “A more positive example involves”).

* Refer to a particular person, situation.

* Quote specific lyrics, poems, works.
	

	POINT #3:

1) Name the 3rd point of comparison (or contrast).

2) Explain briefly—in a sentence or two—this point of comparison or contrast.

* Clarify.

* Specific, descriptive characteristics, traits.

3) Illustrate this 3rd point with specific examples or instances regarding SUBJECT #2 only.

* Be SPECIFIC.
* Be RELEVANT.

* Use Transitions (“For example,” “For instance,” “Another example concerns,” “A more positive example involves”).

* Refer to a particular person, situation.

* Quote specific lyrics, poems, works.
	
	


IV. CONCLUSION
	FULL CIRCLE:
* Refer to opening generalization, scenario.
* Refer to your purpose.

	

	THESIS:
* Repeat your thesis (not exact words).
* Repeat the points of comparison or contrast.

	

	ADDITIONAL POINTS:
* Add additional points to clarify.
* Mention other similarities/differences that were less important than those discussed in the Body (“tip your hat”).

	

	“CONCLUDE”:

** Draw conclusions based on the evidence you presented.  

* Make recommendations or choices between the two subjects.  

* The better buy, the sister to whom you are closer.

* What these similarities teach you.


	

	“SO WHAT?!”:

** What is the significance of this comparison or contrast?  What has it taught you?  What points or issues has it raised, elucidated, clarified, or illustrated?

* “Zoom out” from your essay and discuss its importance.


	

	CLINCHER SENTENCE:
* Write a single sentence to signal the end to this essay.
* Make it relevant to the essay’s topic, purpose, audience. 


	


