
NARRATION

· Relies upon STORY ELEMENTS
· Plot
· Characterization
· Theme
· Setting
· And DESCRIPTIVE ELEMENTS
· Sense Details

· Figurative Language

· Diction

· Dominant Impression (related to theme)

· To relate a STORY
· Narrative

· Account, chronicle

· Tale, myth, legend

· With a MORAL
· Message

· Point

· Meaning 

· Theme 

· Details are arranged CHRONOLOGICALLY
· By TIME (as opposed to space, reason, logic, or emphasis)

· Beginning, Middle, End

· Linear progression

· No flashbacks, no circling, no juxtaposition

The NARRATIVE Essay
I. Characteristics
· * chronology (time sequence)(story with a beginning, middle, and end)

· * moral, point, lesson learned (stated in the thesis & conclusion)

· * stress exciting parts (shorten dull parts)

· ** picture frame:  The Introduction & Conclusion are the frame around your picture.  In them, you will only discuss the background and lesson learned.  They are not to make up the majority of your essay.  The Body of the essay will be the picture.  It will tell a story, and it will make up the majority of your paper.  Further, the narrative elements you choose for the story will clearly illustrate the lesson/s you learned.

· ** think of this as only a chapter in a novel; focus on a specific event, not an entire situation (the day you landed in Florida, not the entire vacation)(*a frozen moment I time)

· introduction & conclusion

· description is necessary: vivid detail for character development or setting the scene

· concrete & specific details

· careful selection & chronological organization of details 

______________________________________________________________________________
II. Topics
1) tell the story of a major change in your life, an event that changed your life or way of thinking about a person, place, or thing:

· went to college

· quit bad habit

· split with boy/girlfriend

· left bad friends

· went out for a sport/club/play

· met someone new

· death in the family

· divorce day

· 9/11 or anthrax scare

· dumb thing I did

· found God, faith was tested

· found Alcoholics Anonymous

· good/bad vacation

· inspirational story
· suspended from school

· *met a challenge that neither you nor anyone thought you could do 
2) tell the story of a special object (trophy, medal, picture, stuffed animal) that means so much to you

· this is not a descriptive essay on the object;

· rather, tell why it means so much to you,

· how it gives insight into who you are,

· and how you would use it to introduce yourself to someone new whom you wanted to see the “real” you

3) other topics:

· uncle’s viewing

· son’s death

· the day you found Alcoholics Anonymous

· bad vacation (focused)
· lesson learned

· day found out about….diabetes, cancer, pregnancy

· *family tradition

· sweet 16

· hunting trip

· accident, robbery
· school play or musical (auditions, opening night), nationals or states
· responsibility

______________________________________________________________________________
III. Example of a Narrative essay (skeleton)
(Introduction)

· You’ve got to learn to laugh at yourself

· The best advice my grandfather ever gave me was, “Boy, you’ve got to learn to laugh at yourself.”

· Sane people have learned to laugh at themselves. (or well-adjusted people)(generalizing w/o “you”) The best way for people not to take life too seriously is to tell stories about unpleasant events that happened to them. As a teacher, I have had certain encounters that, had I not laughed at them, would have driven me crazy and forced me to leave the profession.  For example, during the spring semester of 2004, I took over a section of Microcomp for an ailing colleague and had one of the most embarrassing experiences of my professional career.  That day, this teacher was taught a few lessons about himself and his co-workers.

(synonyms for experiences:  occurrences, incidents, encounters, events, episodes)

(Body) After a long day of teaching my usual load of courses, I …. (skip irrelevant parts)(continue with the rest of the story, with concrete/descriptive details and with specific narrative details that prove your lesson learned)

(Conclusion) This embarrassing yet funny experience taught me some valuable lessons about myself and my colleagues. (continue with specific, clear lessons learned)


