fragment word groups
Because sentences at this level of writing are composed of more than subjects and verbs, they contain other word groups—supplementary in purpose—that can come before, between, or after the performer of the action and the action.  Thus, locating the subject and verb can be troublesome, so it is best eliminate these phrases and clauses from contention.   

· After she failed the test, the student with the red sweater cried. 
(SC + S + RC + V.)  

· I went to the store to buy milk. 




(S + V + PP + INF.)

· Across the street were several bikers in leather. 


(PP + V + S + PP.)

Further, these supportive, auxiliary word groups, listed below, are fragments when they appear alone.  To correct such fragments, add subjects and verbs to them (especially the phrases) OR attach them (especially the subordinate clauses) to an independent clause.

· Of frowning boys. 




(prepositional phrase fragment)

· To get milk. 





(infinitive phrase fragment)

· Running out of reasons. 



(participial phrase fragment)

· That had been crying all night.


(relative clause fragment)

· Although I trained quite hard.


(subordinate clause fragment)

	(1)
	prepositional phrases

	begin with a preposition, end with noun/pronoun
	in the beginning, on the waterfront, across the street, of monkeys, for supper

	(2)

	infinitives

	2 words, to + verb
	to get, to buy, to study

	(3)

	participial phrases
	begin with an –ing word that does not have a helping verb
	having studied, watching television

	(4)

	relative clauses

	begin with a relative pronoun (show  relation); have Subjects & Verbs
	who, which, that, where

who wore red shorts, that is in the corner

	(5)

	subordinate clauses

	begin with subordinating conjunctions; have Subjects & Verbs
	because, since, if, when, although

since it was raining, if I were rich, although I studied


