FRAGMENT EXERCISES
For each set, pick out the word group that is the fragment and place its letter on the blank provided.  Each set will contain only one fragment.
_____1.  (a) If you avoid rich foods. (b) You will keep your weight down. (c) You will also

reduce your risk of heart attack.

_____2. (a) Carla enters every contest she hears about. (b)  Also, buys raffle tickets. (c)

Unfortunately, she never wins anything.

_____3. (a) There is a new kind of bathroom scale. (b) Instead of showing a person’s weight. 
(c) It announces it out loud.

_____4. (a) Some people on television annoy me. (b) For example, game show hosts. (c) Their

smiles seem pasted on.

_____5. (a) Mom caught my little brother. (b) Writing his name in the sidewalk cement. (c) He

said he wanted to leave his mark on the neighborhood.

_____6. (a) After the first five minutes of the lecture. (b) I was totally confused. (c) I wondered

if I was in the right class.

_____7. (a) Fred forced open the closet door. (b) A large package toppled off the overhead shelf.

(c) And landed on his foot.

_____8. (a) Sharon cleaned out her purse. (b) She found two broken pencils. (c) Also, half a

package of fuzz-covered cough drops.

_____9. (a) I struggled with the child-proof container. (b)  Pushing the lid in while twisting it. 
(c) Finally, I asked my son to open it.

_____10. (a) Many people throughout history have died in unusual ways. (b) Such as the ancient

Greek poet Aeschylus. (c) An eagle dropped a turtle on his head. 

RUN-ON SENTENCES and COMMA SPLICES

On the blank provided, label each word group as a run-on sentence (RO), a comma splice (CS), or a complete sentence (S).
_____1. People can live for two months without food they would die in a week without water. 
_____2. Martha refuses to watch movies on network television, she hates all the commercial interruptions.
_____3. The band at the wedding had a lively beat even my parents were tapping their feet.
_____4. The British have strange names for familiar objects a wash cloth, for example, is called a face flannel.

_____5. The neighbor’s dog overturned our garbage can, then he scattered the contents around as well.

_____6. Vince could not get tickets to the rock concert he had to settle for a tee shirt and a poster.

_____7. No serious attempt should be made to train a very young puppy the best age to train a dog is between six and eight months. 
_____8. I went to a reducing spa for seven days, but my only losses were $250 and a week of my life.

_____9. The lights in the theater lobby dimmed people started moving to their seats.

_____10. I turned down a second helping of liver soup the first helping seemed punishment enough for one meal.

FRAGMENTS, RUN-ONs, and COMMA SPLICES

In the paragraph below, each word group is numbered.  In the blank provided, label each word group as a complete sentence (C), fragment (F), run-on (RO), or comma splice (CS).

(1) Some people are able to control their anger, unfortunately, I often let mine out. (2) For 
instance, by slamming doors and yelling at people around me. (3) One way I try to prevent an explosion from happening is by attacking something that needs cleaning. (4) Almost every neat closet and tidy drawer in my house, in fact, owes its orderliness to one of my bad moods. (5) Another method I have for working off anger is running. (6) When I am about to blow up. (7)  I put on my running shoes and pound the roadways for several miles. (8) When my family sees me lacing up my Nikes, everyone stands clear, they know I am like a stick of dynamite with its fuse lit. (9) Cleaning and running are positive ways I have to cope with anger, I indulge in one negative way as well. (10) Eating. (11) When I do not want to clean or it is raining outside, I head for the kitchen. (12) I will pull a carton of ice cream out of the freezer and eat the entire quart, spoon by spoon, while holding the dripping container in my hand. (13) Or mixing some chocolate chip cookie dough, scooping up and eating fingerfuls of raw dough. (14) When the cookies come out of the oven, I guard them jealously and eat them all, one by one. (15) After an eating binge, I do not feel worn out or cleansed like I do when I clean or run. (16) Instead, I am depressed. (17) And feel disgusted with myself. (18) I am currently trying to stick to my positive anger-control methods, I do not want to gain any more weight. (19) In addition, I do not want to continue the anger cycle by becoming angry with myself. (20) It is not easy to struggle with anger, I know I must.
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