RESEARCHED ILLUSTRATION ESSAY

(a.k.a., Example Essay)


I. TOPIC:  

· Individual topics (instructor-approved)
II. THESIS QUESTION:

· Why should your candidate become the president of the United States of America?

· 3 best reasons

· “Best” = most important, significant, relevant

III. RHETORICAL STRATEGY:
· Argue ONE side of a particular issue.  

· Make a claim and support it with reasons.

· Back up those reasons with specific examples.

· Example Essay = “REASONS”:

· No “history lessons” in the Body paragraphs.  This is the place for your reasons only.

· This is not a “types” essay:

· Classification:  types of mental illnesses, of STDs, of rape.

· Rather, it is a “reasons” or “why?” essay.

IV. DOCUMENTATION:
· Do not end a paragraph with another’s words or ideas.  

· This is your essay.

· Thus, you are using researched evidence to support your ideas.

· You are not summarizing the issue or the research.  

· Always end a Body paragraph with a “warrant statement” or “clincher sentence.” 

· Lead-in verbs should be in the present tense:

· claims, asserts, points out

· Put quotation marks around direct quotes.  

· Use direct quotes or paraphrase—do not “ride the fence.”

· Either quote the original in its entirety OR put it completely in your own words.

· Parenthetical citations:
· * the purpose is to get the reader to your Works Cited page

· so do not interfere with the flow of the essay

· so keep it short 

· the 1st item on the bibliographic line:  author, article

· and the page number or “subheading” 

· the period comes after the parentheses

· if the author’s name is not in the sentence, place the last name in the ( )

· if a work has multiple authors –

· 2-3 authors:  include all names in the text and parenthetical citation

· 4+ authors:  first author + “et al." (Smith et. al argue that…) (Smith et al. 89)

· if no author’s name is given, then attribute the article to “the unnamed” or “the anonymous” author in the lead-in and use the title in the parenthetical citation
· if you use multiple works by a single author, include an abbreviated form of the title

· if you use authors that have the same last name (Smith), include first names 

· as part of your lead-in, mention the credentials of your source (Ethos)

· PAGE NUMBERS:  (if your source is an online article or Web site:)

· If, and only if, the page numbers appear on the screen, use page numbers in your parenthetical citation. 

· If no page numbers appear on the screen, then put in the ( ) the “Subheading” or “Subtitle” under which your information appears – capitalize and use “ .”

· If the source has no page numbers or subheadings, then use paragraph numbers; this is usually the case with shorter sources.

· only a space between the author and the page number or “subheading” (no punctuation)

· truncate:

· only the author’s last name

· shorten long titles

· no URLs

· EXAMPLES:

· (Smith 89) 
· (Smith “Smoking:  Effects”) 
· (“Smoking:  Effects”)

· (Smith par.6)

· WHEN IN DOUBT, CITE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
FORMAT
TITLE:

· Short, simple, clear

· Topic + Main Idea

· John McCain Should Be Elected the next President 

· Reasons to Vote for Barack Obama

INTRODUCTION:

· Introduce the idea 

· of popular elections, presidential elections, or duties of citizens

· segue to our current campaign

· some, others

· introduce your candidate

· * “Tip your hat” to other, less significant, minor reasons he should be elected

· Some reasons voters should elect John McCain/Barack Obama president include….

· This will force you to answer, “Why these three reasons?” in your Thesis 

· “Because” they are the most important, most significant, most relevant reasons
· THESIS STATEMENT –

· Topic + Main Idea + Support

· clearly and succinctly state your claim or argument (What is your position?)

· clearly and succinctly announce your 3 reasons
· However, the three most important reasons John McCain/Barack Obama should be elected our next president involve …..

· John McCain/Barack Obama should become our next president because _____, _____, and _______.  

BODY:

· 3 Body paragraphs

· 1 reason per paragraph

· Each reason = supported by clear, relevant examples (examples, instances, quotes, plans)

· Paragraph structure:

· (1) Name the reason – 

· Use a strong Topic Sentence

· Enumerate the reason – use transitional expressions

· One reason John McCain should become our next president involves….

· Look back and look forward (mention the previous reason/s and then the one for this paragraph)

· In addition to (the previous reasons), another reason Barak Obama should become president concerns…. 

· (2) Briefly explain the reason
· “In other words” or “That is to say” or “Put simply”

· (3) Illustrate the reason with specific examples or instances
· “For instance” and “For example”

· Use only specific, clear, relevant/germane examples

· (4) Warrant/justify the example 

· Repeat the reason (reword the Topic Sentence)

· Conclude the paragraph (Clincher Sentence)

· Perhaps segue to the next reason

CONCLUSION:

· Repeat –

· Ideas from the Introduction 
· Tip your hat again to the minor reasons

· Main ideas & reasons 
· Thesis
· Take full advantage of your last chance to “sell” (argue, persuade)

· End with an appropriate Clincher Sentence

WORKS CONSULTED:
· Include all the resources you consulted for this project

· Not only those you have cited in the paper

· Use proper MLA format

· Pay especial attention to e-sources (databases and Web sites)

· List items alphabetically (no numbers)

· Use Reverse Indentation
· For longer URLs to fit on lines, hit “enter” after a slash.

· For database URLs, stop after the .com.
· WC page:

· Its own, separate page

· Continue the header

· The words “works consulted” =

· Capitalize the “w” and the “c”

· Centered

· No bold

· No underline

· No ALLCAPS

· No quotation marks

contemporary issue


only ONE side of the issue


Should we OR shouldn’t we











