EXAMPLE ESSAY ASSIGNMENT:  
Dancing Chicken
· Everybody loves music – sounds like an opening generalization.

· Some like hard rock, others prefer cool jazz, and still others enjoy “preprogrammed electronic disco” (BB). 

· What type of music do you listen to most?  

· Who is your favorite?
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· For this assignment, I want you to discuss your favorite musical entity – persona, band, performer, singer-songwriter, lyricist, novelty act…dancing chicken.

· Who are they and WHY do you like them?

· While you may listen to a variety of musical styles, choose one for this assignment.
· If you have eclectic tastes in music, answer this:  If you were to have $20 to spare, whose CD would you buy or download AND why?

· The WHY is the most important part of this paper.  Support your thesis with reasons and examples.

· 3 reasons

· each reason illustrated with a specific, concrete, relevant example
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· Dancing Chickens:

· Long before the days of PETA, carnivals used to have shows featuring chickens that “danced” to music.  “Come See Dolores – the World-Famous Dancing Chicken!”  Before an enthusiastically intrigued and easily titillated audience, the handler would place the celebrity chicken on stage and switch on a record player; then, the feathered idol would appear to boogie to the music.  
· Here’s where animal rights group would cry fowl:  The trick was that, beneath the stage, there was a hot plate that was burning its feet, making it step and move.
· Chicken #1:  <bwhalin.blogspot.com>

· Chicken #2:  [image: image1.png]


< https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXYoX2bMru0 >

· Full Blues Brothers quote, the opening to “Can’t Turn You Loose” 
· “Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the Universal Amphitheatre.  Well, here it is, the late 1970s, going on 1985. You know, so much of the music we hear today is pre-programmed, electronic disco - we never get a chance to hear master bluesmen practicing their craft anymore. By the year 2006 the music known today as the blues will exist only in the classical records department of your local public libraries.  So tonight, ladies and gentlemen, while we still can, let us welcome from Rock Island, Illinois the blues band of Joliet Jake and Elwood blues. The Blues Brothers.”
