
The EXAMPLE/ILLUSTRATION Essay
I. Characteristics:

- * strong thesis statement (emphatic, declarative, pointed)(topic + main idea + support) 

- relevant, topical examples

- unambiguous, unequivocal examples

- logically, effectively arranged (in terms of interest, audience identification, OR from least to most important**--“emphatic order”)

- concrete and specific details & examples 

- persuasive

- not chronologically but logically arranged

- *transitions (for example, for instance, furthermore, the best example of, the most important example of)

- specific examples of general terms

- introduction & conclusion

- proof= stats; specific people, places, things; anecdotes (brief informative stories to help develop ideas; like instances or occurrences)

II. Example outline:

I. Introduction:

-“Funnel Effect”

--generalization, quote, quip, question, stats (“the GQ’s”)

--end paragraph with strong thesis statement (topic + main idea + support)(For ex.: “Metallica is my favorite band because reason #1, reason #2, and reason #3.”)

(*parallel structure:  items in a series must have the same form—i.e., 3 nouns or 3 “because” clauses)(*order in thesis=order in Body )

II. Body Paragraph #1:

-reason #1 (in topic sentence of the paragraph)(for coherence & transition)

-support this reason with plenty of specific and relevant examples

III. Body Paragraph #2:

-reason #2 (in topic sentence)—“Another reason Metallica is my favorite band is because…”

-support this reason with plenty of specific and relevant examples

IV. Body Paragraph #3:  **this is the most important reason (“emphatic order”)**

-reason #3 (in topic sentence)—“While I like them because of reason #1 and #2, the most important reason Metallica is my favorite band is because…”

-support with plenty of specific and relevant examples

V. Conclusion:

-repeat main idea, repeat thesis, repeat reasons

-clincher sentence

III. Topics:

- most important person (already written in your Writing Sample)

- famous person I admire most

- place you’d like to visit

- why vacation in Florida

- NHL rule changes (leave the game alone)

- family: family values, problems faced & conquered

- favorite/worst class ever took 

- war with Iraq

- 9/11

- pet peeves

- I hate Mondays

- Wilkes-Barre has the worst streets

- Wilkes-Barre’s mayor is incompetent

- sports: MVP, manager/coach of the year, AFC West is the toughest division in NFL

- favorite: musician, food, teacher, person, season, ...

- why buy a Saturn

- why vacation in ----

- why/why not instant replay


