“Counter-Terrorism Expert: Terms Need to Be Defined”
JCC crowd is told religious extremism is major threat to Democratic society.

By Steve Mocarskysmocarsky@timesleader.com, Staff Writer, February 15, 2010
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WILKES-BARRE – An expert on counter-terrorism told a crowd at the Jewish Community Center on Sunday that there are several important questions Americans should ask themselves about how terrorism and terrorists should be dealt with.


“The most important thing I suggest we do is … define terms. If you turn on CNN, NBC, FOX, however you get your news, you will see that talking heads, decision makers, policy makers, wannabes all use these terms without defining them, which is extremely dangerous because it enables decision makers to engage in ‘excessive wiggle room,’” said Amos N. Guiora, a professor of law at S.J. Quinney College of Law at the University of Utah.

Having served 19 years in the Israeli Defense Forces Judge Advocate General’s Corps and holding several command positions, Guiora has testified before Congress and has been a commentator for national and international news organizations on terrorism and counter-terrorism.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Wilkes-Barre and Wilkes University sponsored the lecture.

Guiora defined terrorism as an act by a person or group intended to advance one of four types of causes – religious, social, political or economic – that uses violence against innocent civilians, he said.

“We have to ask ourselves how do we want to conduct counter-terrorism? … Do we say no torture? Do we say no indefinite detention? Do we say yes to trying suspected terrorists? Do we say yes to the rule of law? Or do we go back to the Bush administration where there was torture, where there was and there is indefinite detention? … These are the questions that we all need to ask ourselves today,” Guiora said.

Guiora said he has been “very critical of the Bush administration, and I am on public record as increasingly very critical of the Obama administration because … I ain’t seen any change.”

He said he’s most worried that a continued failure to define the terms of terrorism and counter-terrorism will lead to violations of the rule of law.

“We have to ask ourselves the following question. If you agree with me that religious extremism presents the greatest single danger to civil Democratic society today, … are we going to continue to allow religion to have immunity and are we going to continue to not act against religious extremists?” Guiora said.

Guiora said the war on terrorism will never be won. “The best we can hope to do is manage terrorism or minimize terrorism,” he said.

The way to do that, Guiora said, is through operational counter-terrorism, “meaning that if you know who the bad guy is, you kill the bad guy before he kills you. It has to be done under the umbrella of the rule of law and morality in armed conflict. … The state absolutely has the right to self-defense,” he said.

Guiora said killing a terrorist should be allowed as a preventative measure if the following rules are followed:

• Intelligence information clearly indicates the terrorist will carry out a terrorist act.

• There are no alternatives to prevent the act.

• That it is done in a way that minimizes the number of people who will be killed when the terrorist is killed.

Guiora also said it’s important to define “who is a legitimate target” among terrorists. He said four people are needed for a suicide bombing – the planner, the bomber, the driver and the financier, and it must be decided which of those people can be killed and when in order to prevent a bombing.

Guiora said the most important word in the world of counter-terrorism is “balance.”

“You have to at all times be able to do the following. Both as a state and as citizens of the state, look yourselves in the collective mirror and ask yourselves: are we acting morally, are we acting legally and are we indeed imposing restraints on ourselves while a.) protecting ourselves and b.) when need be, killing the bad guys?” he said.
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Professor Amos Guiora speaks about terrorism Sunday night at the Jewish Community Center in Wilkes-Barre. (S. John Wilkin/Times Leader)











