DEFINITION ESSAY
* choose an abstraction (ALCOHOLISM) or a person (ALCOHOLIC); be consistent throughout the essay

*EMPHATIC ORDER:  save the most significant, characteristic, distinguishing trait for last 

*PRONOUN REFERENCE: if your term is a type of person, either make it plural (ALCOHOLICS) so the correct pronoun to refer to it is THEIR or keep it singular (ALCOHOLIC) and make sure your pronoun that refers to it is singular as well (HE/SHE or HIS/HER)   

*BE SPECIFIC
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
OUTLINE
I. INTRODUCTION:

· generalize statements to introduce the topic (if your term is "bass head"--one who owns a vehicle with the bass so loud it rattles the windows of the houses she/he drives by--think about what category this belongs to (When you store this topic in a box, what label do you place on the box?) ... perhaps “attention-seeking behaviors” or "hobbies."  Thus, opening with the following seems appropriate:  "MOST college students need a hobby in order to relax from the pressures of school and work.  SOME exercise in one form or another, while others have creative outlets with which to vent.  For ME/As far as I am concerned....")

· perhaps discuss the "common understanding" of the term in order to CONTRAST it with your understanding of the term (*please note that this contrast is in the Intro only as a segue to your thesis; the Body of the paper will discuss YOUR understanding alone--this is NOT a contrast essay)

II. CHARACTERISTIC #1:

· name the trait ("One significant trait of an alcoholic is powerlessness.")

· explain the trait briefly 

· fully, clearly illustrate the trait with any of the other rhetorical strategies that will help you make this trait clear; while most will employ NARRATION (anecdotes:  brief stories that speak DIRECTLY to the point) and/or ILLUSTRATION (1 long, detailed example or 2+ shorter ones), others may also use DESCRIPTION, PROCESS, COMPARISON, CONTRAST, DIVISION, and/or CLASSIFICATION--delve into your "bag of tricks" that we filled throughout the semester; you now have the tools to prove your point in a variety of ways

III. CHARACTERISTIC #2:

· name the trait

· explain the trait

· illustrate the trait

IV. CHARACTERISTIC #3: (*MOST IMPORTANT TRAIT--and say so!*)

· name the trait

· explain the trait

· illustrate the trait

V. CONCLUSION:

· repeat thesis, main ideas, opening gambit

· end with a clincher sentence appropriate to your term

