The DEFINITION essay
* TOPIC SENTENCE/Thesis Statement
· *thesis statement=your definition

· one-sentence definition

· word + class + special feature (of term to distinguish it from rest of class)

ex: “A chocoholic is a person who craves chocolate so much...”

______________________________________________________________________________

** Personal understanding of term or idea (so, in the end, the reader understands the term as you do) (NOT textbook or dictionary definition)

______________________________________________________________________________
* SUPPORT  (BE SPECIFIC)

· *each paragraph=a distinguishing characteristic w/explanation (through rhetorical strategies listed below)

· examples, extended example, narration OR
· process analysis, compare/contrast, division/classification (other rhetorical strategies)

· what term is NOT 

***remember:  this is not a CLASSIFICATION or NARRATION essay, so follow the proper format for the DEFINITION essay

**mind your pronoun reference (often better to make your term plural)

**who vs/ that (who refers to people; that refers to animals & objects)

** Avoid dictionary definition (dry , stale, boring)

* Identify key point within the definition & the unique qualities of the term

· Transitions (another, on the other hand, in contrast, for instance)

· Conclusion w/ clincher sentence (repeat main points, concluding remarks)

· Purpose

· Audience (identify to whom you are writing)

· Objective vs/ subjective

*TO BEGIN:

· *“Funnel Effect” (generalize & end Intro with thesis statement/definition)

· describe the general category/class

· describe the special quality of the term that contrasts it with rest of class

· etymology of the word (if it helps illuminate current meanings & usages)

· contrast (what the term is NOT)

I. INTRODUCTION:

· introduce your topic

· last sentence=thesis

· thesis=definition (term + class + 3 characteristics)(personal understanding of term)

*When asked, most people would define an alcoholic as a person who drinks too much.  While this may be essentially true, I discovered that this definition is a bit more complicated than that.  Last year, I came to realize that I had a dependency on, or a “problem with,” alcohol, and through this experience I learned that an alcoholic is a person who is powerless over his/her addiction, who exhibits characteristic behaviors beyond simply drinking too much, and, most of all, who requires the help of a Higher Power to deal with this life-long addiction.

II. CHARACTERISTIC #1:

· name trait

· explain trait

· illustrate trait with specific examples/instances (BE SPECIFIC)

*First, an alcoholic is a person who is powerless over his/her addiction.  To be powerless basically means that it is not simply a matter of will power, or a lack thereof.  Rather, the roots of this addiction involve biological, psychological, and behavioral factors that must be addressed in order to live a sober lifestyle.  For instance, I realized that my inability to stop drinking was not due to my being too weak to resist, that I lacked the necessary will power to stop. It was not a matter of simply wanting to get better—that was a good place to start--but I had to realize that my drinking was an addiction and a disease and that I was utterly powerless to fight it on my own.  No matter how much money I had or how much weight I could lift, this disease was going to control me unless I got professional help.  The irony is that I had to be in a rehabilitation center in order to realize that I needed to be in a rehabilitation center.

*(More Specific) For instance, I used to have periods in which I did not drink, and I arrogantly and erroneously thought that each time I had my dependency beat.  However, all it took was a bad day at work or a fight with my spouse to find myself drunk in my favorite dive bar.  What would begin with “only one drink to take the edge off,” repeatedly ended with me hopelessly and helplessly trapped in my addictive, destructive, and dangerous cycle again.  Sadly, all that triggered my last binge was an encounter with an idiot driver.  It was after that experience, not to mention the consequent jail time and mandatory rehabilitation order, I realized that I needed professional help.

III. CHARACTERISTIC #2: 

· same as above: name trait, explain trait, illustrate trait with specifics 

IV. CHARACTERISTIC #3:  (most important trait—emphatic order)
· same as above: name trait, explain trait, illustrate trait with specifics
V. CONCLUSION:

· refer back to your introduction/purpose/scenario

· repeat thesis/definition

· clincher sentence

TOPICS:

(ABSTRACTIONS)

Crime

Rape

Murder/manslaughter

Alcoholic

Chocoholic

Workaholic

Shopaholic

Slacker

Yuppie

Freak/geek

Love/hate

Family

Dysfunctional family

Big brother/sister

Identity theft

Role Model

Scorpio (Zodiac sign)

Determination/courage/

Commitment/heart

Energy/laziness

Loneliness

Honesty

Faith

Betrayal

Disillusionment

Will power

Ambition

Arrogance

Class

Common sense

Conscience

Danger

Curiosity

Depression

Equality

Escape

Innocence

Freedom

Fear

Insecurity

Jealousy

Nostalgia

Obsession

Team spirit

Persistence

Practicality

Rebellion

Responsibility

Self-control

Holidays

Resentment

Fairness

Boredom

Excitement

Childhood

Sense of humor

Violence

Stress

Beauty

Truth

Job position description

cheating

(PEOPLE)

Couch potato

Know-it-all/brainiac

Charmer

Snob

Con artist

Fair-weather friend

Good sport

Show-off

Class clown

Jellyfish

Leader/Follower

Optimist/pessimist

Pack rat

Whiner

Control freak

Mother hen

Toady

Fusspot

Clotheshorse

Worrywart

(more topics)
daydreamer

alcoholic

love

friend

stress

perfect mate

jailhouse shyster

hockey player (goalie, forward, enforcer)

Christian

Wiccan

Depression

Optimist/Pessimist

Perfect boy/girlfriend

Great song (legend)

Hick

Faith

