
The COMPARISION/CONTRAST Essay
*CHARACTERISTICS
A) introduction:

· identify subjects

· explain basis of comparison/contrast (justify points)

· state purpose*

· state overall limits of your c/c (b/c you can’t choose all reasons, limit to 3 or 4 best , basic, most representative)

*purpose

*subjects=from the same general category (not apples & oranges)

*c/c same qualities of each subject

* details

* thesis statement mentions the 3 points of comparison/contrast

B)*organization:

· point-by-point-by-point method**

· subject-by-subject method*

· combination

· similarities/differences

C) * transitions 
· also, like, as, furthermore, additionally (comparison)

· on the other hand, on the contrary, conversely, however (contrast)
D) conclusion:

· summarize main points

· state deductions, conclusions, recommendations based upon these main points

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

* balance treatment of subjects

* audience = novice

* outline (since organization is key)

* compare OR contrast (do NOT do both!!!)

* no research
* details and examples

______________________________________________________________________________
*OUTLINE

I. Introduction:

· create a scenario in order to answer the “so what?” factor (purpose statement)

· you can mention the opposite aspects briefly (the similarities if you will write on the differences, the differences if you will write on the similarities)

· you can mention additional similarities/differences that exist (that you will not write on)

· thesis statement:  mention the 3 similarities/differences
II. Body: (subject-by-subject method) (** # of paragraphs not necessarily 5)

1) Honda:

· gas mileage

· engine size

· extras

2) Toyota:

· gas mileage

· engine size

· extras 

(***3rd point of contrast/comparison=most important “emphatic order”)

(***2nd subject, here the Toyota, is the one you will recommend in your conclusion, is the one you favor, is the better of the two)

OR (point-by-point-by-point organizational scheme)
1) Gas mileage

A. Honda

B. Toyota

2) Engine size

A. Honda

B. Toyota

3) Extras

A. Honda

B. Toyota

(***3rd point of contrast/comparison=most important “emphatic order”)

(***2nd subject, here the Toyota, is the one you will recommend in your conclusion, is the one you favor, is the better of the two)

III. Conclusion:

· repeat purpose, main idea, main points

· make recommendation, make suggestion, draw conclusion on the best buy
______________________________________________________________________________
*TOPICS
* (Be Original):  contrast items most people think are similar, or, conversely, compare items that people think are different

· *high school vs/ college (an original approach ONLY)
· contrast cell phones or cell phone companies

· 2 teachers (same level, same subject)

· parent vs/ parent (mother vs/ father)

· different video games/boxes

· Britney Spears vs/ Christina Aguilera

· Republican vs/ Democrat

· 2003 Saturn X vs/ 2003 Toyota X (same year, same class)

· not of Islam: terrorists, fundamentalists, zealots vs/ Quran

· Dungeons & Dragons vs/ Vampire

· 1995 Steelers vs/ 2003 Steelers

· contrast the family’s two dogs

· electric bass vs/ acoustic bass

· raising kids now vs/ then (specific time period)

· contrast best friends

· contrast twins

· contrast 2 colleges attended (LCCC vs/ Misericordia)

· contrast 2 bosses 


