COORDINATION and SUBORDINATION
Because it is important for effective student writers to create a smooth and logical flow of ideas within their essays, they should --
(1) combine shorter, isolated sentences that, left separately, would create a disjointed rhythm—“choppiness”
(2) demonstrate relationships between ideas that, left unspecified, would create confusion for the reader.

Two ways to combine sentences AND show relationships between sentences are through coordination and subordination.  First, determine the relationship between the short, isolated sentences you wish to combine, and then use either a coordinating or a subordinating conjunction.  
· The former will simply join two complete thoughts, creating a compound sentence (2 complete thoughts).  
· However, the latter will subordinate one of those clauses to a secondary position and make it a fragment, creating a complex sentence (one complete thought and one incomplete thought).   
· Although either is grammatically correct, subordination often makes for better writing.  
	RELATIONSHIP
	COORDINATING
Conjunction
	SUBORDINATING Conjunction

	addition


	and
	

	contrast


	yet; 

but
	nevertheless, despite;

since, although, though
(inasmuch as)

	cause-effect


	so, for (“because”)
	since, because, 
as (archaic), so that


	choice


	or, either-or, neither-nor
	

	Comparison-contrast


	
	than, as much as 

	time


	
	as, while, when, whenever, before, since, until

	condition


	
	although, even though, if, unless, provided that, while, until


· how:  1) The manner or way in which: I forgot how it was done.2) by what means:  I've no idea how he came here.3) by whatever means, in whatever manner (“however”):  Cook it how you please.
· in order that (so that) I set my alarm clock in order that I would awake early.
· in order to (as a means to) I ate in order to make it to work on time.
