CAUSE and EFFECT

I. Characteristics:
· CAUSES: 

· why something happened 

· precede the event, condition, behavior
· precipitating factors

· roots, origins, basis, derivations

· “Why did this happen?”

· more than one cause to an event, condition

· positive and/or negative

· EFFECTS: 

· what happened

· follow the event

· consequences, results, outcomes

· “What happened as a result of this?”

· effects can become the causes of other events, conditions

· more than one effect to an event, condition

· positive and/or negative

______________________________________________________________________________
II. EXAMPLE:
· EVENT:  

· Your car ran out of gas on the way home from school.

· CAUSES:  

· poor time management, 

· irresponsibility, 

· lack of money, 

· broken gas gauge

· unfamiliarity with new car

· preoccupation with your relationship

· thinking about writing your cause-effect essay

· EFFECTS:

· long walk home

· late for work

· pulled a muscle

· fell in a ditch

· ruined your favorite shoes

· lost your school notes & overpriced textbooks
