CAUSE and EFFECT ESSAY

1) Find your class work in which you brainstormed the causes of teen smoking.  

2) Research the effects of smoking (minimum of 5 sources; articles, pamphlets, Websites. books).  Use what you learned for the Library Project, in terms of utilizing databases and locating information, and what you learned about good/bad 102 writing, in terms of employing statistics and authorities and appealing to Logos, Pathos, and Ethos.  Your “bag of tricks” is filled now, so dig in.

3) Follow the outline.

4) Essay will be 3-4 pages in length. (Sorry, the Works Cited page does not count.)

5) Attach to your essay the sources used, with those quotes and sections you used highlighted (pen or highlighter).  Every citation in the text of the paper will have a corresponding highlight.  

6) Attach to the essay your “All You Know” journal.

7) As usual, staple the material, place the appropriate information in the upper right-hand corner, and put the required header on pages 2-4 (including the Works Cited page)

8) DUE DATE:  ________________

CAUSE-EFFECT ESSAY OUTLINE
I. Introduction
· introduce  your subject

· create a purpose for analyzing the causes & effects of this event, condition (purpose/justification)

· narrow to your thesis
II. Causes 

· reasons for people to start smoking

· discuss and explain

· no “conclusion,” just present the facts

· you can characterize the causes, but do not pre-empt your Conclusion

III. Effects 

· discuss and explain

· no “conclusion,” just present the facts

IV. Conclusion 

· in which you “conclude” based on your findings

· refer to your Introduction’s purpose/justification

· suggest further study 

V. Works Cited 

· alphabetical
· see book for format
______________________________________________________________________________
TIPS for CAUSE-EFFECT ESSAY
*BEWARE the CHAOS THEORY:
· a butterfly flapping its wings in China does not necessary cause a tornado in Texas:

· quite simply, there are too many other causes in between the events

· focus on primary, direct, immediate causes (and effects) 
· causes should be close in time and should be related, 
· they should NOT be distanced from the event, remote, occurring later

· they should NOT be indirect causes, related to the event indirectly, not explicitly

*POST HOC ERGO PROPTER HOC:
· BEWARE of faulty cause-effect relationships

· just because 2 events happen in proximity does not necessitate a cause-effect relationship between the 2 events 

· superstitions:  walking under a ladder, breaking a leg later

· SO…. Qualify your statements:  

· “It appears as if…” OR  “It seems likely that…”

· “The available evidence suggests or indicates…”
SUPPORT:
· details, description

· statistics, facts, 

· expert evidence, first-hand testimonial evidence

· examples, anecdotes
ORGANIZATION:
· chronological: 

· details are arranged in the order in which the events occurred

· time sequence

· emphatic order: 

· order of importance

· details are arranged from least to most important

TRANSITIONS:
· For causes:
· because, due to, 

· one cause is, another is, 

· since, for, first, second

· For Effects:

· consequently, as a result, 

· resulted in, accordingly
· one result is, another is, 

· thus, therefore , hence 
______________________________________________________________________________
CAUSE-EFFECT ESSAY TOPICS

SOCIOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL TOPICS:
· smoking cigarettes

· underage drinking

· illicit drug use

· college education (humanities education)

· drop out rate (high school, college)

· Computer Revolution/Information or Technology Age

· Internet

· new invention

· nuclear power

· cell phones 

· video games

· Iraq War

· American Revolution, American Civil War, World War I or II (III?)
· The Great Depression, Prohibition

· unrest in Ireland, Middle East

· Civil Rights, Apartheid, 

· Bubonic Plague, AIDS, Ebola, avian flu, Influenza Pandemic
· “global warming” 

PERSONAL TOPICS:
· c/e of moving into an apartment 
· c/e of “musicians” who try to act, “actors” who try to sing

· c/e of (non-)healthy eating habits

· c/e of bad habits

· causes for going to college after high school

· causes for/effects of enrolling at a particular school
· causes in disappointed in relationship with parent

· causes for having a job

· causes of stress during holiday season

· causes of celebrity worship

· causes for getting married/divorced (or effects of)

· cause or effect of current event (space shuttle Columbia)

· causes for increase in drug/alcohol abuse OR teen sex 

· causes for failing course 

· effects of pop culture on young girls (BS, CA, BSB)

· effects of bad relationship
· effects of incompetent lawyers

· effects of campaign ads

· effects of death in family

· effects of video games on children

· effects of insulin on Diabetic/of being a Diabetic

· effects of being your mother’s/father’s child

· effects of boy/girl friend

· negative effects of smoking

· effects of rap/heavy metal/punk/pop/…..music

· effects of owning a credit card

· effects of a disease

