How well do you know these "isms?"
	anarchismanarchism:


	a doctrine urging the abolition of government or governmental restraint as the indispensable condition for full social and political liberty.

	antidisestablishmentarianism
	opposition to the withdrawal of state support or recognition from an established church, esp. the Anglican Church in 19th-century England.

	capitalism
	an economic system in which investment in and ownership of the means of production, distribution, and exchange of wealth is made and maintained chiefly by private individuals or corporations, esp. as contrasted to cooperatively or state-owned means of wea

	existentialism
	a philosophical attitude associated esp. with Heidegger, Jaspers, Marcel, and Sartre, and opposed to rationalism and empiricism, that stresses the individual's unique position as a self-determining agent responsible for the authenticity of his or her choice

	feminism
	the doctrine advocating social, political, and all other rights of women equal to those of men.

	marxism
	the system of economic and political thought developed by Karl Marx, along with Friedrich Engels, esp. the doctrine that the state throughout history has been a device for the exploitation of the masses by a dominant class, that class struggle has been th

	modernism
	a deliberate philosophical and practical estrangement or divergence from the past in the arts and literature occurring esp. in the course of the 20th century and taking form in any of various innovative movements and styles.

	nihilism
	the principles of a Russian revolutionary group, active in the latter half of the 19th century, holding that existing social and political institutions must be destroyed in order to clear the way for a new state of society and employing extreme measures,

	postmodernism
	any of a number of trends or movements in the arts and literature developing in the 1970s in reaction to or rejection of the dogma, principles, or practices of established modernism, esp. a movement in architecture and the decorative arts running counter

	romanticism
	the Romantic style or movement in literature and art, or adherence to its principles (

	structuralism
	a school of linguistics that developed in the U.S. during the 1930s–1950s, characterized by such an approach and by an emphasis on the overt formal features of language, esp. of phonology, morphology, and syntax.

	transcendentalism
	any philosophy based upon the doctrine that the principles of reality are to be discovered by the study of the processes of thought, or a philosophy emphasizing the intuitive and spiritual above the empirical: in the U.S., associated with Emerson.

	empiricism
	the doctrine that all knowledge is derived from sense experience

	
	


Romeo and Juliet: Tricky Words from Shakespeare

1. amerce
penalize 

2. atomies
small being 

3. bawd
person who runs a brothel, usually a woman 

4. beggarly account
small amount of 

5. behoveful
essential 

6. bite my thumb
an insulting expression 

7. bite thee by the ear
term of affection 

8. cankered
malignancy 

9. chinks
the sound of coins 

10. chop-logic
one who trades frivolous points of logic 

11. conceit
visions, nightmares 

12. crochets
sudden ideas 

13. crush a cup
crack open a bottle 

14. dateless
eternal 

15. dear account
a dismal discovery 

16. doves
the Chariot of Venus drawn by doves, which were invaluable to her 

17. dry sorrow
belief that misery caused people to become pale from lack of blood 

18. dun's the mouse
stay quiet 

19. dwell on form
conventional way of doing something 

20. eanlings
lambs 

21. elflocks
a tangled lock of hair 

22. ethiop's
Ethiopian - any black person 

23. eye's windows
eyelids 

24. fain
gladly 

25. fleer
contemptuousness, ridicule 

26. flirt-gills
Jezebel, hussy 

27. gleek
imitate, mimic 

28. god-den
good evening, abbreviation of the longer God give you a good even 

29. grace for grace
a favor in return for a favor 

30. hams
knees 

31. have at thee
on guard 

32. high lone
completely companionless 

33. hilding
a good for nothing 

34. hold carelessly
thinking little of someone 

35. holidam
holy artifact upon which an oath was sworn 

36. holp
past tense of help 

37. hunts-up
a morning sound to rouse hunters 

38. ill-divining
foreboding evil 

39. in scarley
blush 

40. jaunce
lagging about 

41. jove
King of the Roman gods 

42. ladybird
term of affection 

43. makes dainty
bashful 

44. marchpane
a dessert or sweet made of almond paste, sugar, and marzipan 

45. the date is out
no longer in style 

Romeo and Juliet: Tricky Words from Shakespeare Deck 2 

1. marry
an oath that binds two people 

2. masterless
abandoned 

3. mewed up to her heaviness
absorbed by her grief 

4. mouse-hunt
one who chases after woman 

5. new abroach
newly in motion 

6. nimble-pinioned doves
nimble winged doves 

7. pout'st upon
to treat with contempt 

8. prorogued
postponed 

9. puling
whining 

10. scant show well
seldom appearing appealing 

11. slug-abed
one who stays in bed for a late hour, a sluggard 

12. star-crossed
belief that men's fortunes were influenced by the star under which they were born 

13. stumblest on my counsel
overhearing one's secrets thoughts 

14. swashing blow
knock-out blow 

15. tetchy
fretful 

16. tinkers
a loud bunch, group of gypsies with their own language 

17. toy in blood
amuse with passion 

18. trencher
wooden plate 

19. truckle-bed
a trundle bed 

20. unbound
unmarried, free 

21. unbruised
unspoiled 

22. unthrifty
not lucky 

23. white-upturned
seeing the whites of one's eyes, rolling the eyes 

24. wilt
must 

25. wot
know 

Othello: Tricky Words from Shakespeare Deck 1 

1. agnize
accept 

2. anter
rock shelter, den 

3. caitiff
pitiful 

4. callet
harlot or tramp 

5. cashiered
dismissed 

6. certes
without doubt 

7. collied
darkened 

8. compliment extern
representation of one's self 

9. continuate
uninterrupted 

10. court of guard
headquarters 

11. cry you mercy
beg your pardon 

12. daws
fools 

13. denotement
cautious observation 

14. dilate
divulge completely 

15. do my duties
express my allegiance 

16. egyptian
gypsy 

17. encave
conceal 

18. enchafed
angry 

19. endues
brings 

20. engluts
consume 

21. ensteped
submerged 

22. enwheel
encompass 

23. fopped
betray, double-cross 

24. forbid
demolished 

Othello: Tricky Words from Shakespeare Deck 2

1. acknown
aware 

2. corse
corpse 

3. frieze
rugged fabric 

4. grise
extent, caliber 

5. gross in sense
understandable, apparent 

6. guttered
ragged, rough 

7. horned man's
the husband of an unfaithful wife 

8. housewives
as in housewives in your bed, hussies 

9. import
consequence or importance 

10. indign
not worthy 

11. ingraft
being such by habit, a habitual liar 

12. intentively
giving full attention to 

13. mazzard
head 

14. moo
more 

15. mountebanks
swindlers who sell fake medicine 

16. odd-even
between night and day 

17. on the hip
at my mercy 

18. out of warrant
unwarrantable 

19. plume up
appease 

20. portance
behavior 

21. puddled
muddied 

22. rank grab
gross anner 

23. seel
to close 

24. self-bounty
inherent goodness 

25. sequestration
separation 

26. spleen
anger 

27. trimmed
dressed up 

28. unbitted
uncontrollable 

29. watch him tame
not giving up until one agrees with you 

30. yerked
punctured or stabbed 

Irony and Tragic Flaw: Terms in Literature Quiz

1. naturalism
(noun)a manner or technique of treating subject matter through detail that presents a deterministic view of human life and actions 

2. apologia
(noun)a work written as an explanation or justification of one's motives, convictions, or acts 

3. scene
(noun)an episode, situation, or the like, as in a narrative 

4. character sketch
(noun)a short essay describing a person or a literary profile 

5. counterplot
(noun)a secondary theme in a play or other literary work, used as a contrast to or variation of the main theme 

6. imagism
(noun)a style of poetry that employs free verse and the patterns and rhythms of common speech 

7. interior monologue
(noun)a form of stream-of-consciousness writing that represents the inner thoughts of a character 

8. irony
(noun)a technique of indicating, as through character or plot development, an intention or attitude opposite to that which is actually or ostensibly stated 

9. objective correlative
(noun)a completely depicted situation or chain of events that objectifies a particular emotion in such a way as to evoke that emotion in the reader 

10. tragic flaw
(noun)the character defect that causes the downfall of the protagonist of a tragedy; hamartia 

King Lear: Tricky Words from Shakespeare

1. aroint thee
go away 

2. asquint
betray 

3. auspicious mistress
favored influence 

4. belike
most likely 

5. bewary
disclose 

6. bootless
good for nothing 

7. brach
female hunting dog 

8. broken sinews
nerve racking 

9. civet
a scent 

10. corky
died-up from age 

11. coxcomb
a fool's cap 

12. cullionly barbermonger
boy who frequents the barber 

13. distaff
tool used in spinning 

14. eliads
French in origin, meaning affectionate glances 

15. eyeless
invisible 

16. fain
glad 

17. festches
alibi,defense 

18. festinate
accelerated, hasty 

19. flibbertigibbet
Shakespearean name for the devil 

20. forks
legs 

21. gallow
scare 

22. gasted
terrified, alarmed 

23. gauntlet
medieval glove thrown down in defiance 

24. goatish
Elizabethans often used the goat to represent lewd behavior 

25. goodyears
refers to the forces of evil, in accordance with folk tradition calling evil spirits by innocent names 

26. great wheel
fortune's wheel 

27. hit together
be of the same mind 

28. knapped
knocked 

29. long-ingraffed
never-ending 

30. maugre
in spite of 

31. much ado
much fuss or trouble 

32. nuncle
abbreviation of mine uncle 

33. reeking
sweating 

34. rive
split open 

35. sennet
a piece of music performed on the trumpet during a ceremonial entrance 

36. slenderly known himself
does not know his real self at all 

37. smilets
small smiles 

38. theban
the association of the Greek city Thebes, as with Athens, is with philosophical 

39. trowest
believe in 

40. untented
incurable 

41. upon the gad
drop of a dime 

Macbeth: Tricky Words from Shakespeare

1. alarum'd
call to serve 

2. anon
in a split second 

3. beldams
hags 

4. blasted
desolate 

5. bodements
predictions 

6. brainsickly
stupidly 

7. brief candle
comparing life to the flame of a candle 

8. casing
all loving 

9. chaps
jaws 

10. crickets cry
omen of death 

11. drops of sorrow
tears 

12. dudgeon
handle 

13. flung out
plummet, propel 

14. goose
the iron a clothier or dressmaker may use 

15. gouts
drip, trickle 

16. have old
with great difficulty 

17. heat-oppressed
fevered 

18. heath
open and uncultivated land 

19. heave the gorge
feeling nausea 

20. heavy summons
great lethargy 

21. hurlyburly
the sound and confused state of battle 

22. incarnadine
turn blood-red 

23. knits up
straightens out 

24. minion
favorite 

25. o proper stuff
A fine thing this! 

26. padock
a toad 

27. pearl
all that's good in the kingdom 

28. prate
malicious talk 

29. scone
place where Scottish kings were crowned 

30. scotch'd
lacerate 

31. sooth
fact or truth 

32. sooth
honesty 

33. thane
old title of nobility equal to an earl 

34. travelling lamp
the sun 

35. unbend
relax 

36. villanies
immoral qualities 

37. vizards
masks 

Hamlet: Tricky Words from Shakespeare Deck 2

1. ambition
a deceitful hunt for power 

2. jowls
bumps 

3. knotted and combined locks
lying together in great numbers 

4. lazar-like
infected with disease, leprosy 

5. lief
soon 

6. miching mallecho
sly and mischievous 

7. nonce
occasion 

8. occulted
conceal 

9. of general assault
common among all men 

10. out of haunt
far from others 

11. palmy
flourishing 

12. pursy
arousing 

13. quilets
objections 

14. ranker
greater 

15. recks rede
does not take care of his own council 

16. reechy
foul 

17. sable silver'd
black with a white streak 

18. se offendendo
defending oneself 

19. shoon
shoes 

20. soft you!
hold on, wait 

21. still
always, forever 

22. tenders
offers 

23. terms compulsative
force 

24. tristful
grieving 

25. truncheon
a general's baton 

26. turn turk
become awful 

27. unsinew'd
not strong 

28. weak supposal
weak impression 

29. whoreson
having no worth 

30. will he, nill he
whether he wishes to or not 

31. windlasses
indirect way to arrive at a point, roundabout 

32. wonder-wounded
Julius Caesar: Tricky Words from Shakespeare Deck 2

1. favour
goodwill, approval 

2. figures
imagination, dream 

3. fleering
Elizabethan meaning combining of fawning and sneering 

4. formal constancy
abiding composure 

5. from the main
incapable 

6. gage
to give your word of honor 

7. gamesome
full of spirit, active 

8. gentle
aristocratic, highborn 

9. get the start
advantage, upper hand 

10. glazed
combining glared and glazed 

11. hart
a male deer 

12. hearts of controversy
in competition 

13. hie
rush 

14. hinds
female deer 

15. humour
to persuade by compliment 

16. ides
the 15th day of the month 

17. ingrafted
deep-rooted 

18. insuppressive
irrepressible 

19. intermit
hold off 

20. jealous
sense of suspicion 

21. khigh-sighted
aspiring 

22. lethe
river in classical mythology believed the waters caused forgetfulness or, in this case, death 

23. meet
suitable 

24. moe
more 

25. naughty
wicked 

26. ordinary
a tavern 

27. out
angry 

28. palter
to deceive 

29. prick
spur 

30. proof of constancy
test of one's endurance 

31. put to silence
euphemism for executed 

32. rive
split in two 

33. several bastardly
not of true Roman blood 

34. shoughs
shaggy-haired dog 

35. soft you!
hold on, wait 

36. sounded
proclaimed 

37. swounded
fainted 

38. taper
candle 

39. thunder-stone
thunderbolt, lightning 

40. tunder-stone
thunderbolt, lightning 

41. unbraced
free, unfastened 

42. vulger
common people 

43. wafter
wave 

44. whe'r
commonly used in Shakespeare meaning whether 

45. your mind hold
being steadfast of mind 

Julius Caesar: Tricky Words from Shakespeare Deck 1

1. augurers
divine power who foretells events 

2. bear hard
to hold a grudge 

3. betimes
at once 

4. break with
relating news to others 

5. but soft
slowly 

6. carrion men
deteriorating corpses 

7. carrions
living carcasses 

8. chafing with
striking at 

9. charactery
symbols used to express thought or meaning 

10. chopt
chapped 

11. cobbler
shoemaker 

12. colossus
statue of Apollo at the harbor of Rhodes 

13. colour
excuse 

14. common proof
common knowledge 

15. concave shores
overhanging banks 

16. condition
state of mind or being 

17. coronets
small crown 

18. crossed
opposed 

19. dropping fire
thunderbolts 

20. envy
malice 

21. erns
grieves 

22. extremeities
intense power 

23. factious
active 

24. falling sickness
epilepsy 

25. falls purpose
nearing the truth 

26. fashion
shape to our purpose 

27. fat
amiable, satisfied 

28. fates
chance event 

Merchant of Venice: Tricky Words from Shakespeare

1. blinking idiot
a dunce, fool's head 

2. break his day
miss scheduled payment 

3. cater-cousins
close acquaintance 

4. cerecloth
cloak 

5. christian cursy
Christian charity 

6. cozen
deceive 

7. crisped
spiraled 

8. cursy
curtsy 

9. death's head
skull 

10. doit
cheap coin 

11. fable
the palm of the hand 

12. feather-bed
merger, alliance, pledging 

13. fia
forth, progress 

14. fulsome
plump, big 

15. gaged
beholden 

16. gramercy
abundance of gratitude 

17. gudgeon
small freshwater fish 

18. jacks
fellows (disrespectful) 

19. jaundice
indication of volatile passion 

20. knapped
nibbled 

21. liver
the center of emotions 

22. livings
possessions 

23. magnificoes
a person of high rank, nobleman 

24. make shift
to manage, to be able 

25. memento mori
a reminder of death (sometimes a skull). 

26. moe
more 

27. outface them
outdo them 

28. overname
to re-name 

29. patch
a fool 

30. poor pennyworth
a small amount 

31. scarfed
with flags flying 

32. seated in the mean
having neither too much or having too little 

33. slubber
make a mess of 

34. sonties
saints 

35. still quiring
always singing 

36. sweet friends
the two lips 

37. two-headed janus
Roman god containing two heads, one smiling one frowning 

38. usance
the interest earned on money that has been lent 

39. vailing
descending 

40. varnished faces
painted face mask 

41. virgin hue
a bright whiteness 

42. want-wit
one who does not possess wit 

43. wondrous sensible
deeply felt 

44. young-eyed
were endowed with keenness of vision above all other heavenly creatures (Ezekiel 10:12) 

Twelfth Night: Tricky Words from Shakespeare

1. affectioned
assumed artificially, as in affected sophistication 

2. bawbling
tiny 

3. bawcock
cohort 

4. biddy
name for a hen 

5. blazon
announcement 

6. bowers
clearing, a meadow 

7. brock
a badger or skunk 

8. canton
a love song 

9. catch
musical round 

10. caterwauling
to mimic the wailing noise of a cat 

11. champain
flat wide open land 

12. clodpole
idiot 

13. cockatrice
creature from mythology, half serpent, half cockerel, known to kill at a glance 

14. collier
coal miner 

15. compass
to attain or achieve 

16. comptible
sensitive 

17. contemned love
unrequited love 

18. coystrill
a male servant 

19. cozier
cobbler 

20. crowner
one who investigates 

21. dismount thy tuck
drops of sorrow, tears 

22. dissemble
deceive 

23. dog at
adept at 

24. dormouse valour
limited amount of bravery 

25. dram
tiny amount 

26. elysium
Paradise 

27. fadge
fall into place 

28. fools' zanies
clowns' assistants 

29. four elements
belief that humanity is made of four elements: earth fire, air, water 

30. fustian
overtly grandiose 

31. gaskins
briefs, drawers 

32. gull
mislead, betray 

33. hard construction
uncharitable interpretation 

34. hob, nob
hit or miss 

35. illyria
mythical land located somewhere in the Mediterranean 

36. leasing
lying, falsehood 

37. leman
sweetheart 

38. loath
unwilling 

39. maidenhead
virginity 

40. malapert
irrelevant 

41. misprision
misunderstanding 

42. mortal arbitrament
settle a contention by battle to the death 

43. motion of the liver
the liver was believed to be the center of the passions 

44. music from the spheres
harmony 

45. mute
silent person 

46. orb
something circular 

47. othergates
otherwise 

48. point-devise
to the point of perfection 

49. sow'd a grizzle on thy case
grown a beard on your face 

50. suit
wooing 

51. tabor
drum used by clowns and jesters 

52. willow cabin
small shack with willow, symbol for unrequited love 

The Tempest: Tricky Words from Shakespeare 

1. as thou list
as you will 

2. betid
happened 

3. bombard
leather bottle 

4. bosky
wooded 

5. chalked forth
point out the direction 

6. changed eyes
Common Elizabethan phrase meaning to have fallen in love 

7. charmingly
magical 

8. cheveril glove
kid leather, a symbol of flexibility 

9. envy
hatred 

10. flote
overwhelming flow, excess 

11. foison
prosperity, plenty 

12. frippery
vintage clothing shop 

13. give him o'er
to abandon 

14. green sour ringlets
fairy rings formed by toadstools 

15. harpy
a mythical beast having the head of a woman and body, wings, and talons of an eagle: acts as an agent of vengeance 

16. hests
a demand or order 

17. lay-to
use 

18. mooncalf
atrocity 

19. mow
make faces 

20. mushrumps
mushrooms 

21. o'er ears
underwater 

22. pard or cato' mountain
leopard 

23. paunch
pierce 

24. perpetual wink
the long sleep, death 

25. pignuts
peanuts 

26. quaint
ingenious, skillful 

27. teen
pain 

28. tell the clock
answer correctly 

29. traffic
trade, commerce 

30. undergoing stomach
enduring spirit 

31. worser genius
evil spirit 

32. yarely
quickly 

Metaphors are no mystery

1. allegory
(n.,)a representation of an abstract or spiritual meaning through concrete or material forms; figurative treatment of one subject under the guise of another. 

2. analogy
(n.,)a similarity between like features of two things, on which a comparison may be based: 

3. catachresis
(n.)misuse or strained use of words, as in a mixed metaphor, occurring either in error or for rhetorical effect. 

4. metaphor
(n.)a figure of speech in which a term or phrase is applied to something to which it is not literally applicable in order to suggest a resemblance, as in "A mighty fortress is our God." 

5. simile
(n.)a figure of speech in which two unlike things are explicitly compared, as in "she is like a rose." 

6. vehicle
(n.)the thing or idea to which the subject of a metaphor is compared, as "rose" in "she is a rose." 

7. tenor
(noun)the subject of a metaphor, such as ?she? in ?She is a rose? 

8. parable
(noun)a short allegorical story designed to illustrate or teach some truth, religious principle, or moral lesson 

Names for unusual punctuation marks

1. ampersand
(n.)a character or symbol (&) for and 

2. bang
(n.)an exclamation point. 

3. caret
(n.)a mark (‸) made in written or printed matter to show the place where something is to be inserted. 

4. circumflex
(n.)a circumflex mark or accent. 

5. em dash
(n.)a dash one em long. 

6. en dash
(n.)a dash one en long. 

7. guillemet
(n.)one of two marks « or » used in French, Italian, and Russian printing to enclose quotations. 

8. interrobang
(n.)a printed punctuation mark (‽), available only in some typefaces, designed to combine the question mark (?) and the exclamation point (!), indicating a mixture of query and interjection, as after a rhetorical question. 

9. lozenge
(n.)diamond 

10. pilcrow
(n.)a paragraph mark. 

11. pound sign
(n.)the symbol (#) used for various purposes. 

12. solidus
(n.)a short oblique stroke (/) between two words indicating that whichever is appropriate may be chosen to complete the sense of the text in which they occur: 

13. tilde
(n.)a symbol (∼) indicating equivalency or similarity between two values. 

Useful terms for understanding literature:

1. alliteration
(n.)the commencement of two or more stressed syllables of a word group either with the same consonant sound or sound group 

2. allusion
(n.)a passing or casual reference; an incidental mention of something, either directly or by implication: 

3. ambiguity
(n.,)an unclear, indefinite, or equivocal word, expression, meaning, etc.: 

4. analogy
(n.,)a similarity between like features of two things, on which a comparison may be based: 

5. antagonist
(n.)a person who is opposed to, struggles against, or competes with another; opponent; adversary. 

6. antonym
(n.)a word opposite in meaning to another. Fast is an antonym of slow. 

7. assonance
(n.)resemblance of sounds. 

8. climax
(n.)the highest or most intense point in the development or resolution of something; culmination: 

9. contradiction
(n.)the act of contradicting; gainsaying or opposition. 

10. deus ex machina
(n.)any artificial or improbable device resolving the difficulties of a plot. 

11. epilogue
(n.)a concluding part added to a literary work, as a novel. 

12. figurative
(adj.)of the nature of or involving a figure of speech, esp. a metaphor; metaphorical; not literal: 

13. first person
(n.)the grammatical person used by a speaker in statements referring to himself or herself or to a group including himself or herself, as I and we in English. 

14. foreshadow
(v.t.)to show or indicate beforehand; prefigure: 

15. homonym
(n.)homophone 

16. homophone
(n.)a word pronounced the same as another but differing in meaning, whether spelled the same way or not, as heir and air. 

17. index
(n.)something used or serving to point out; a sign, token, or indication: 

18. interior monologue
(n.)a form of stream-of-consciousness writing that represents the inner thoughts of a character. 

19. irony
(n.,)a technique of indicating, as through character or plot development, an intention or attitude opposite to that which is actually or ostensibly stated. 

20. literal
(adj.)in accordance with, involving, or being the primary or strict meaning of the word or words; not figurative or metaphorical: 

21. metonymy
(n.)a figure of speech that consists of the use of the name of one object or concept for that of another to which it is related, or of which it is a part, as "scepter" for "sovereignty," or "the bottle" for "strong drink," or "count heads (or noses)" for "cou 

22. modernism
(n.)a deliberate philosophical and practical estrangement or divergence from the past in the arts and literature occurring esp. in the course of the 20th century and taking form in any of various innovative movements and styles. 

23. narrator
(v.t.)to give an account or tell the story of (events, experiences, etc.). 

24. objective
(adj.)being the object of perception or thought; belonging to the object of thought rather than to the thinking subject ( 

25. onomatopoeia
(n.)the formation of a word, as cuckoo or boom, by imitation of a sound made by or associated with its referent. 

26. oxymoron
(n.,)a figure of speech by which a locution produces an incongruous, seemingly self-contradictory effect, as in "cruel kindness" or "to make haste slowly." 

27. paradox
(n.)a statement or proposition that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in reality expresses a possible truth. 

28. parody
(n.)a humorous or satirical imitation of a serious piece of literature or writing: 

29. picaresque
(adj.)pertaining to, characteristic of, or characterized by a form of prose fiction, originally developed in Spain, in which the adventures of an engagingly roguish hero are described in a series of usually humorous or satiric episodes that often depict, in rea 

30. postmodernism
(n.)any of a number of trends or movements in the arts and literature developing in the 1970s in reaction to or rejection of the dogma, principles, or practices of established modernism, esp. a movement in architecture and the decorative arts running counter 

31. prologue
(n.)a preliminary discourse; a preface or introductory part of a discourse, poem, or novel. 

32. protagonist
(n.)the leading character, hero, or heroine of a drama or other literary work. 

33. second person
(n.)the person used by a speaker in referring to the one or ones to whom he or she is speaking: in English you is a second person pronoun. 

34. sign
(n.)a conventional or arbitrary mark, figure, or symbol used as an abbreviation for the word or words it represents. 

35. soliloquy
(n.,)an utterance or discourse by a person who is talking to himself or herself or is disregardful of or oblivious to any hearers present (often used as a device in drama to disclose a character's innermost thoughts): 

36. stanza
(n.)an arrangement of a certain number of lines, usually four or more, sometimes having a fixed length, meter, or rhyme scheme, forming a division of a poem. 

37. stream of consciousness
(n.)thought regarded as a succession of ideas and images constantly moving forward in time. 

38. subjective
(adj.)relating to properties or specific conditions of the mind as distinguished from general or universal experience. 

39. symbol
(n.)something used for or regarded as representing something else; a material object representing something, often something immaterial; emblem, token, or sign. 

40. synaesthesia
(n.)synesthesia. 

41. synecdoche
(n.)a figure of speech in which a part is used for the whole or the whole for a part, the special for the general or the general for the special, as in ten sail for ten ships or a Croesus for a rich man. 

42. synonym
(n.)a word having the same or nearly the same meaning as another in the language, as joyful, elated, glad. 

43. third person
(n.)the person that is used by the speaker of an utterance in referring to anything or to anyone other than the speaker or the one or ones being addressed. 

44. trope
(n.)any literary or rhetorical device, as metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche, and irony, that consists in the use of words in other than their literal sense. 

45. vehicle
(n.)the thing or idea to which the subject of a metaphor is compared, as "rose" in "she is a rose." 

46. tenor
(noun)the subject of a metaphor, such as ?she? in ?She is a rose? 

Most commonly misspelled words:

1. accommodate
(v.t.)to do a kindness or a favor to; oblige; to accommodate a friend. 

2. acquire
(v.t.,)to come into possession or ownership of; get as one's own: 

3. amateur
(n.)a person who engages in a study, sport, or other activity for pleasure rather than for financial benefit or professional reasons. 

4. beginning
(v.i.)to proceed to perform the first or earliest part of some action; commence; start: 

5. believe
(v.i.)to have confidence in the truth, the existence, or the reliability of something, although without absolute proof that one is right in doing so: 

6. breathe
(v.i.)to take air, oxygen, etc., into the lungs and expel it; inhale and exhale; respire. 

7. conscience
(n.)the inner sense of what is right or wrong in one's conduct or motives, impelling one toward right action: 

8. definite
(adj.)clearly defined or determined; not vague or general; fixed; precise; exact: 

9. discipline
(n.)training to act in accordance with rules; drill: 

10. existence
(n.)continuance in being or life; life: 

11. foreign
(adj.)of, pertaining to, or derived from another country or nation; not native: 

12. gauge
(v.t.)to determine the exact dimensions, capacity, quantity, or force of; measure. 

13. guarantee
(n.)a promise or assurance, esp. one in writing, that something is of specified quality, content, benefit, etc., or that it will perform satisfactorily for a given length of time: 

14. height
(n.)extent or distance upward: 

15. hierarchy
(n.,)any system of persons or things ranked one above another. 

16. license
(n.)formal permission from a governmental or other constituted authority to do something, as to carry on some business or profession. 

17. miniature
(n.)a representation or image of something on a small or reduced scale. 

18. ought
(auxiliary v.)(used to express duty or moral obligation): 

19. pronunciation
(n.)the act or result of producing the sounds of speech, including articulation, stress, and intonation, often with reference to some standard of correctness or acceptability. 

20. rhythm
(n.)movement or procedure with uniform or patterned recurrence of a beat, accent, or the like. 

21. succeed
(v.i.)to happen or terminate according to desire; turn out successfully; have the desired result: 

22. twelfth
(adj.)next after the eleventh; being the ordinal number for 12. 

23. vacuum
(n.)a space entirely devoid of matter. 

24. judgment
(noun)a judicial decision given by a judge or court; the obligation a debt; the certificate embodying such a decision and issued against the obligor 

25. usually
(adj.)habitual or customary: 

26. weird
(adj.)involving or suggesting the supernatural; unearthly or uncanny: 

27. acceptable
(adj.)pleasing to the receiver; satisfactory; agreeable; welcome. 

28. noticeable
(adj.)worthy or deserving of notice or attention; noteworthy: 

29. ceiling
(n.)the overhead interior surface of a room. 

Parts of speech in English

1. adjective
(n.)any member of a class of words that in many languages are distinguished in form, as partly in English by having comparative and superlative endings, or by functioning as modifiers of nouns, as good, wise, perfect. 

2. adverb
(n.)any member of a class of words that in many languages are distinguished in form, as partly in English by the ending -ly, or by functioning as modifiers of verbs or clauses, and in some languages, as Latin and English, also as modifiers of adjectives or ot 

3. article
(n.)any member of a small class of words, or, as in Swedish or Romanian, affixes, found in certain languages, as English, French, and Arabic, that are linked to nouns and that typically have a grammatical function identifying the noun as a noun rather than de 

4. auxiliary verb
(n.)a word used in construction with and preceding certain forms of other verbs, as infinitives or participles, to express distinctions of tense, aspect, mood, etc., as did in Did you go?, am in I am listening, have in We have spoken, or can in They can see. 

5. conjunction
(n.)any member of a small class of words distinguished in many languages by their function as connectors between words, phrases, clauses, or sentences, as and, because, but, however. 

6. interjection
(n.)any member of a class of words expressing emotion, distinguished in most languages by their use in grammatical isolation, as Hey! Oh! Ouch! Ugh! 

7. noun
(n.)any member of a class of words that are formally distinguished in many languages, as in English, typically by the plural and possessive endings and that can function as the main or only elements of subjects or objects, as cat, belief, writing, Ohio, darkn 

8. preposition
(n.)any member of a class of words found in many languages that are used before nouns, pronouns, or other substantives to form phrases functioning as modifiers of verbs, nouns, or adjectives, and that typically express a spatial, temporal, or other relationsh 

9. pronoun
(n.)any member of a small class of words found in many languages that are used as replacements or substitutes for nouns and noun phrases, and that have very general reference, as I, you, he, this, who, what. Pronouns are sometimes formally distinguished from 

10. verb
(n.)any member of a class of words that are formally distinguished in many languages, as in English by taking the past ending in -ed, that function as the main elements of predicates, that typically express action, state, or a relation between two things, and 

Complement or compliment? Words that look the same with different meanings:

1. affect
(v.t.)to act on; produce an effect or change in: 

2. ascent
(n.)movement upward from a lower to a higher state, degree, grade, or status; advancement: 

3. assent
(v.i.)to agree or concur; subscribe to (often fol. by to): 

4. capital
(n.)the wealth, whether in money or property, owned or employed in business by an individual, firm, corporation, etc. 

5. capitol
(n.)a building occupied by a state legislature. 

6. complement
(n.)something that completes or makes perfect: 

7. effect
(n.)something that is produced by an agency or cause; result; consequence: 

8. except
(prep.)with the exclusion of; excluding; save; but: 

9. loose
(adj.)free or released from fastening or attachment: 

10. lose
(v.t.)to come to be without (something in one's possession or care), through accident, theft, etc., so that there is little or no prospect of recovery: 

11. principal
(adj.)first or highest in rank, importance, value, etc.; chief; foremost. 

12. principle
(n.)an accepted or professed rule of action or conduct: 

13. stationary
(adj.)standing still; not moving. 

14. stationery
(n.)writing paper. 

15. than
(conj.)(used, as after comparative adjectives and adverbs, to introduce the second member of an unequal comparison): 

16. then
(adv.)at that time: 

17. compliment
(n.)an expression of praise, commendation, or admiration: 

Irony and related concepts:

1. dramatic irony
(n.)irony that is inherent in speeches or a situation of a drama and is understood by the audience but not grasped by the characters in the play. 

2. irony
(n.,)the use of words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of its literal meaning: 

3. sarcasm
(n.)harsh or bitter derision or irony. 

4. sardonicism
(adj.)characterized by bitter or scornful derision; mocking; cynical; sneering: 

5. satire
(n.)the use of irony, sarcasm, ridicule, or the like, in exposing, denouncing, or deriding vice, folly, etc. 

6. schadenfreude
(n.)satisfaction or pleasure felt at someone else's misfortune. 

7. socratic-irony
(n.)pretended ignorance in discussion. 

Paradoxes and contradictions: Don't be an oxymoron:

1. catch-22
(n.,)a frustrating situation in which one is trapped by contradictory regulations or conditions. 

2. contradiction
(n.)assertion of the contrary or opposite; denial. 

3. oxymoron
(n.,)a figure of speech by which a locution produces an incongruous, seemingly self-contradictory effect, as in "cruel kindness" or "to make haste slowly." 

4. paradox
(n.)a statement or proposition that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in reality expresses a possible truth. 

5. pleonasm
(n.)the use of more words than are necessary to express an idea; redundancy. 

