RHETORICAL STRATEGIES:  Activities 
Patterns of Organization
Activity 1: Identifying the Patterns

Find examples in one or more advertisements of at least three different patterns of organization. Identify each pattern's occurrence in the advertisement and evaluate the effectiveness of the use of the patterns.

________________________________________________________________________

Patterns of Organization
Activity 2: Practicing the Patterns
List the patterns of organization discussed in your textbook. Then, for each pattern, write a brief (three- to six-sentence) paragraph organized according to the specified pattern on a technical topic of your choice.

________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 4: Condensing Etymological Definitions

Several strategies are used in technical description and definition to help the audience understand the complete description of, or definition for, a term. Analogy and graphics are two such strategies. Another readily available strategy is the etymology or the origin of a word. Several hard copy etymological dictionaries are available such as the Oxford Concise Dictionary of English Etymology. In addition, etymological sites on the Internet are extremely helpful.

One such site, www.word-detective.com carries a healthy array of words with complete etymological explanations. Go to this site and find the etymological definition for the following words. Condense each definition into two to three sentences as you record it.

· Abracadabra

· Assassin

· Bailiwick

· Bat out of hell

· Blue moon

· Free lunch

· Flea market

· Gig

· Hogwild

· Life of Riley

· Party line

· Pushing the envelope

· The Real McCoy

· Red herring

· Skin of one's teeth

· Stir crazy

· To boot

· White elephant

________________________________________________________________________
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Exercise 2: Patterns of Extracurricular Interest by Academic Major

· Initially, divide into groups by similar academic programs such as liberal arts, math and science, or engineering.

· Once assigned to a group, you should accomplish the following:

· List all the on-campus organizations each person belongs to (for example, one person may belong to the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics—AIAA, toastmasters club, chess club, volleyball team, and student government).

· Find the common membership activities of students in that major and create a list of activities; determine which category activities fall under (such as academic, professional, sports, special interest clubs).

· Discuss "why" group members joined the organizations (for example, professional organizations offer mentorships and networking, and special interest clubs, such as chess, might provide personal satisfaction/challenges).

· Prepare a visual that presents the patterns of interest (for example, perhaps 80% of your group belongs to at least one professional organization and 40% is active in at least one sport). Keep your visual simple and make it large enough for all students in the class to read it.

· Select a spokesperson. Have the spokesperson present to the class the following:

· Elaborate as to why members of your group joined certain organizations.

· Compare the differences and similarities in organizations based on major.

· Identify, as appropriate, similarities between compatible majors, such as math and computer science, and the types of extracurricular activities those students joined.

NOTE:  If your list becomes cumbersome, common activities can be generalized (for example, volleyball, football, and swimming could be listed separately as sports, or Women In Aviation and American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics—AIAA could be listed as professional memberships).
