INFORMAL REPORTS:  Lab Reports on Inventions
This project will require creativity as well as report writing skills. 

1. Find three broken objects around your home that can be easily disassembled. Simple objects (non-electrical) may be easier to work with.

2. Break each object apart into its basic components using whatever tools you have available.

3. Make a list of simple tasks you do every day (e.g., turning on a wall switch, lighting a match, turning over a page of paper, drawing a figure). Don't skip this important brainstorming step.

4. Reassemble the parts of your broken object into something that might be considered a "useful" invention. Your list in #3 should help you. Of course you need an imagination!

5. Construct a short, informal lab report to your instructor, explaining the object and its usefulness as a viable product. Some points you may want to include in your report are: What materials were used to make the object's parts? How were they made and assembled? Is there a certain order in which they were assembled? If at all possible, include a digital picture of your object in your report. 

Note:  Here are a few points you may want to consider.

· Creativity is often dependent on how many potential ideas you have to begin with. Don't cheat yourself in the "thinking" stages. You may notice that only a few of your potential ideas will actually materialize into a successful, final design.

· If your project works—superb! Don't forget about aesthetics, however. If your object can be enhanced somehow to look better, consider putting in the extra effort.
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