Herman Melville’s “Bartleby the Scrivener”
1853

PLOT:

· 1st person POV

· Narrator = 
· unnamed character in the story

· old, about 60

· lawyer – equity law, deeds, lawyer for the rich ($$)

· for 30 years

· job = his hobby 

· doesn’t really care about it

· heart’s not into it

· “I am a man who, from his youth upwards, has been filled with a profound conviction that the easiest way of life is the best.”

· Pleasure Principle

· “unambitious”

· doesn’t even want to go in front of a JURY

· avoidance
· “an eminently SAFE man”
· prudence
· original idea:
· write @ Scriveners 

· b/c hasn’t been done before

· HAS HE LEARNED BARTLEY’S LESSON, THEN, AFTER ALL????
· Bartleby = MYSTERY

· no background

· no history

· promises “rumor” in the “sequel” - epilogue

· office:

· 2nd floor

· window = view of brick way of next building

· CRAMPED

· resembles a “cistern” vat

· NICKNAMES:

· impersonal

· dehumanizing

· not even their REAL names

· does he even know their real names????
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TURKEY:

· short

· fat

· same age as Narrator

· red faced 

· drunk after lunch

· noisy

· blots on forms

· reckless, “incautious”

· (hyperactive, hypermodernity)

· NIPPERS:

· whiskered

· looks like a pirate

· 25

· foul-tempered (doesn’t need booze to be ornery)

· “diseased ambition”

· thinks deserves to be better – without the experience

· thinks this job = beneath him

· side jobs (bookie??)

· GINGER NUT:

· boy 

· 12

· cleaner, errand-boy

· goes for ginger-cakes for Turkey, Nippers, Bartleby

· reputation:

· N. = worried about how employees look

· gives Turkey one of his old coats

· warm, buttons to the top

· but….”made him insolent”

· ---------------------------------------------------------------

· END of Background

· N. = awarded Chancery

· promotion

· position = since eliminated

· indeterminacy, arbitrariness

· more work

· has to hire more help

· advertise ( BARTLEBY
· conveyance & title-hunter:

· check records on property titles

· draw up deeds for transferring property titles
· BARTLEBY:

· neat 

· respectable

· contrasts to Turkey & Nippers

· forlorn (foreshadows)

· set up near N.’s office

· inside glass doors

· behind green screen

· b/c of contrast to T&N??????

· at 1st, hard worker, industrious
· JOB = dull:

· copy check

· read over copies to make sure no mistakes

· “It is a very dull, wearisome, and lethargic affair.”

· 3rd DAY:
· Bart refuses to help copy check

· “I would prefer not to.”

· Refrain

· ?????WHY??????

· can’t read?

· bored?

· disheartened?

· “motiveless malignity” of sorts

· Stoic –
· no emotion

· not defiance

· Bart refuses several times

· N. makes excuses for him each time

· tries to reason with him

· tries to engage him

· consults a 3rd party (mediator – LAW)

· T&N&GS

· Bart. doesn’t leave
· doesn’t go to eat

· doesn’t eat but ginger-snaps

· Bart refuses to go to Post Office (any trivial duty)
· N. tallies:

· lists the “facts” of the case

· lists Bart’s good qualities

· “self-approval”:

· “…a delicious self-approval. To befriend Bartleby; to humor him in his strange willfulness, will cost me little or nothing, while I lay up in my soul what will eventually prove a sweet morsel for my conscience.”

· self-serving

· NOT from his own heart

· faking, hypocrisy
· T. thinks Bart just needs to get drunk

· MIRROR

· Bart reflects others around him

· 4 keys:

· Cleaning Lady

· N.

· T.

· Bart somehow got one

· living at the office

· SUNDAY:

· church 

· BLUE LAWS

· nothing open

· Wall St. = deserted
· respect the SABBATH

· hypocrisy

· N. finds Bart living at office

· Bart refuses to let N. in

· into his own office!!!

· EMPATHY:

· feels for Bart

· common bond of humanity

· ( then snoops through Bart’s drawers

· Bart’s “quiet mysteries”

· Pity ( Fear, Repulsiveness

· fair-weather liberal

· “hopelessness” of helping others

· N. doesn’t go to Church after all

· “disqualified”

· realizes unconsciously that he = HYPOCRITE

· PLAN:

· ask Bart @ his personal life, history

· he’ll refuse

· fire him

· BUT give him $20

· BRIBE
· MONDAY

· asks questions

· N = hung over, fight, “stubborn mule”

· N & N = talking like B (“prefer”)

· excuses

· TUESDAY:

· Bart = refuses to write anymore

· excuse = his eyes must be sore

· “I have given up copying.”

· stays BUT does No work

· 6 days to leave

· doesn’t

· fires

· gives$20 (BRIBE)

· N. = proud of himself

· the way he handled Bart

· no emotion, no threats

· assumptions

· Bart = “common honesty,” gentleman, 

· logic would work

· Election Day: (mayoral)
· taking bets

· Was Bart on the ledge??????????????

· 1st suicide attempt

· N. = blind to it

· OR 

· is N. so self-absorbed that he thinks they’re talking about B.

· Bart locks him out #2:

· not gone

· assumptions = wrong

· References:

· guy struck by lightning by his own window

· Colt kills Adams, ships corpse in box to New Orleans

· AFRAID of Bart

· truth???

· more afraid of confrontation

· N. gets religion:

· charity
· quotes John 13.4:  “love one another”

· BUT

· “self-interest” = NOT Christian charity

· religious hypocrisy

· reads Jonathan Edwards & Joseph Priestly (no free will)

· believes Bart = part of GOD’S PLAN

· for N. to give Bart place for awhile

· BUT

· this = actually Rationalization, Avoidance

· so he doesn’t have to deal with for awhile

· But Then
· changes his mind again

· b/c of “reputation”

· friends

· reputation:

· worried about what colleagues (“visitors”) think about him

· & his handling of Bartleby

· demonizes:

· dehumanizes Bart.

· makes him a millstone, incubus, ghost
· un-Christian

· not charity

· 3 days to think about it

· rationalizes what CANNOT do (x2)

· NOT out of heart, Christian charity

· BUT worried about his reputation
· tactics:

· coax

· bribe

· reason

· run away & let others deal w/him

· originality:

· forced to be original
· come up w/original ways to get rid of him

· to think critically, for a change

· moves:
· rather than deal with problem

· runs away

· avoidance

· moves to another office & leaves Bartleby there for the next tenant to deal with

· BRIBE:

· tries to slip money into Bart’s hands as he leaves

· NOT for Bart’s good

· BUT to assuage his own guilt – GUILTY CONSCIENCE
· “squeamishness”= 

· his avoidance of issues, problems

· “I not what” = his self-blindness, lack of self-knowledge, understanding

· Bart = kicked out of office

· by new tenant

· BUT won’t leave the building

· “HAUNTING the building generally”

· sitting on the railings

· sleeping in the entry

· reputation:

· fears new tenant/lawyer or landlord will go to the newspapers

· “Fearful … of being exposed in the papers…”

· N. goes back to office to talk to Bart

· not out of love or genuine concern

· but out of self-defense -- reputation

· offers to find Bart new jobs: (= another BRIBE)
· store clerk

· bar tender

· bill collector

· travel companion

· get him outside, fresh air

· BUT

· “no” BUT “I’m not particular.” (irony, frustration)

· like dealing w/2-year old child

· BUT also dealing w/a MYTHIC figure

· N. gets frustrated, angry
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shows rare emotion

· N. offers to take Bart home with him

· to his place
· NOT out of goodness

· BUT ploy to get him out of the office

· N. runs away:
· from office after unsuccessful talk

· for days

· avoidance

· rationalization:

· did my “duty”

· satisfied my “conscience”

· N. receives letter from Landlord:
· Bart = arrested for vagrancy

· in The Tombs

· didn’t resist
· compassionate by-standers
· walked arm in arm w/ Bart to Tombs
· ?? where’d they come from??
· Do they get it??
· OR
· Bronx cheer
· making fun, relishing in his being removed finally
· thank god we’re finally rid of that pain in the ass
· LL = Stoic in his relation of info

· LL asks N. to go to Tombs to give police info

· The Tombs:
· N. gives info

· asks if they can keep Bart for awhile

· “indulgent confinement”

· maybe then alms-house can take him

· somebody else’s problem

· passing the buck

· Bart.
· outside 

· free to go as he pleases about the place

· = looking at the wall

· NOT the sky

· NOT the grass

· NOT Nature

· BUT confinement, cold cement

· just like at the office window

· staring

· contemplating his own Hopelessness of Helping Others???

· Bart. won’t talk to the N.

· silence (HAMLET)

· gives up on him

· like talking to a wall
· N. = already dead, so B’s “dead letter” won’t reach him

· BRIBE
· N. bribes the “grub-man” Mr. Cutlets

· to fix Bart quality meals

· “Here’s some SILVER”

· allusion to JUDAS
· betrayal

· guilty conscience

· Mr. Cutlets:

· Name = Ironic

· behavior = ironic

· putting on airs

· trying to be something he’s not – FOR SHOW

· assumption – thinks Bart = “gentleman forger”
· thinks he’ll get money out of “kindness”
· un-Christian charity

· based on appearance

· N. returns days later
· Bart = “the wasted Bartleby” -- foreshadowing

· outside

· against the wall

· in fetal position

· DEAD

· “Lives without dining.”
· Bible:

· Bart. now sleeps w/ “Kings & Counsellors”

· Job 3.14

· EPILOGUE:
· leave what happened next to Reader’s “IMAGINATION”

· Reader-Response

· Rumor:

· hinted at at the beginning of the story – “sequel”

· “The report was this: that Bartleby had been a subordinate clerk in the Dead Letter Office at Washington, from which he had been suddenly removed by a change in the administration.”

· jab at POLITICS

· losing job b/c of change in administration

· indeterminacy
· arbitrariness
· perfect place for someone like Bart.

· heightens his hopelessness

· think of what’s in those envelopes:

· ring

· money

· hope

· good tidings

· Thematic statements:

· “On errands of life, these letters speed to death.”
· BUT 

· how reliable are they 

· b/c they’re coming from an unreliable narrator
· who’s blind to self, truth

· Bartleby = HUMANITY
· Ah Bartleby! Ah humanity!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· ENDING:
· SUICIDE
· suicide by proxy
· not directly
· waste away
· not eat
· Bartleby = a DEAD LETTER to Narrator
· wasting away

· good message left unread

· his job = Dead-End Job

· no passion

· no originality

· avoidance of pain, conflict

· = WASTE of LIFE

· DEAD LETTERS:
· unanswered prayers?

· God’s messages to us, our deaf ears

· HOPELESSNESS 
· of charitable attempts

· Loneliness:

· impossible to help Depression
· need drugs, counseling

· beyond lay help

· Bribe of Consciences:  ****
· sent through the mail

· rather than face-to-face

· avoidance of pain, difficulty

· TODAY:

· Breakup on FaceBook

· text message
· Psychic Paralysis: ****
· existential despair

· when realize the Hopelessness of Charity, can’t do anything 

· (Bartleby)

· How do you help someone who doesn’t want help?
· addiction

· Depression

· sinners

· “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

· AVOIDANCE:
· run away

· booze, drugs 

· law, lawyers

· LAW OFFICE = DEAD LETTER OFFICE:
· mindless 
· mind-numbing, soul-sucking

· futility, hopelessness

· avoidance

· bribe of conscience
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
GREAT LINES:
· Diseased Ambition:  

· Nippers knew not what he wanted. Or, if he wanted anything, it was to be rid of a scrivener's table altogether. Among the manifestations of his diseased ambition…
· Charity Hurts:  HOPELESSNESS of Charity:  

· He was a man whom prosperity harmed.
· HUMAN NATURE:
· …how could a human creature with the common infirmities of our nature, refrain from bitterly exclaiming upon such perverseness--such unreasonableness.
· LONELINESS:
· What miserable friendlessness and loneliness are here revealed! His poverty is great; but his solitude, how horrible!
· EMPATHY:

· Enlightenment

· The bond of a common humanity now drew me irresistibly to gloom. A fraternal melancholy! For both I and Bartleby were sons of Adam.
· ARBITRARINESS:

· our own attitudes, outlook on life = shapes our perceptions

· it’s all relative
· Ah, happiness courts the light, so we deem the world is gay; but misery hides aloof, so we deem that misery there is none.

· HOPELESSNESS of CHARITY:

· Revolving all these things, and coupling them with the recently discovered fact that he made my office his constant abiding place and home, and not forgetful of his morbid moodiness; revolving all these things, a prudential feeling began to steal over me. My first emotions had been those of pure melancholy and sincerest pity; but just in proportion as the forlornness of Bartleby grew and grew to my imagination, did that same melancholy merge into fear, that pity into repulsion. So true it is, and so terrible too, that up to a certain point the thought or sight of misery enlists our best affections; but, in certain special cases, beyond that point it does not. They err who would assert that invariably this is owing to the inherent selfishness of the human heart. It rather proceeds from a certain hopelessness of remedying excessive and organic ill. To a sensitive being, pity is not seldom pain. And when at last it is perceived that such pity cannot lead to effectual succor, common sense bids the soul be rid of it.
· Albatross:
· In plain fact, he had now become a millstone to me, not only useless as a necklace, but afflictive to bear. Yet I was sorry for him. I speak less than truth when I say that, on his own account, he occasioned me uneasiness.
· LYING Narrator:

·  understatement

· change HISTORY for effect

· “I speak less than truth when I say that…”
· LONELINESS:
· But he seemed alone, absolutely alone in the universe. A bit of wreck in the mid Atlantic.
· imagery of wreck & ruin
· THEORY vs. PRACTICE:
· Spanish & Christianity

· Puritans & Christianity

· Revolutionaries & equality

· “My procedure seemed as sagacious as ever,--but only in theory. How it would prove in practice--there was the rub.”

· “rub” = HAMLET

· CHARITY:  
· “But when this old Adam of resentment rose in me and tempted me concerning Bartleby, I grappled him and threw him. How? Why, simply by recalling the divine injunction: "A new commandment give I unto you, that ye love one another." Yes, this it was that saved me. Aside from higher considerations, charity often operates as a vastly wise and prudent principle--a great safeguard to its possessor. Men have committed murder for jealousy's sake, and anger's sake, and hatred's sake, and selfishness' sake, and spiritual pride's sake; but no man that ever I heard of, ever committed a diabolical murder for sweet charity's sake. Mere self-interest, then, if no better motive can be enlisted, should, especially with high-tempered men, prompt all beings to charity and philanthropy.”
· “Christian Charity”

· Spanish & Indians

· early colonists & Indians

· Puritans

· Hawthorne

· Poe

· Enlightenment

· slavery

· WRONG:  prudence, self-interest = not charity

· not worried if someone’s watching

· what others think

· altruism = not altruism if strings attached 

· EMERSON, THOREAU

· do right now

· regardless of “the majority”

· obey your own conscience 

· linked to Higher Moral Authority

· FRIENDS:  I believe that this wise and blessed frame of mind would have continued with me, had it not been for the unsolicited and uncharitable remarks obtruded upon me by my professional friends who visited the rooms. But thus it often is, that the constant friction of illiberal minds wears out at last the best resolves of the more generous.
· Reputation
· Peer Pressure
· HOPELESSNESS
· Dead letters! does it not sound like dead men? Conceive a man by nature and misfortune prone to a pallid hopelessness, can any business seem more fitted to heighten it than that of continually handling these dead letters and assorting them for the flames? For by the cart-load they are annually burned. Sometimes from out the folded paper the pale clerk takes a ring:--the bank-note sent in swiftest charity:--he whom it would relieve, nor eats nor hungers any more; pardon for those who died despairing; hope for those who died unhoping; good tidings for those who died stifled by unrelieved calamities. On errands of life, these letters speed to death.

· Ah Bartleby! Ah humanity!

THEMES:

· corporate discontent
· emptiness of modern business life
· sterile

· cut off from People, Nature

· loneliness

· Chauncey position = cut 

· ( BUSINESS = cruel world

· indeterminacy, arbitrariness 

· constant & unsympathetic change

· Man in Grey Flannel Suit

· hypocrisy

· faith vs. works

· theory vs. practice (p.500)

· not generosity/charity when worried what people will think

· must come from the heart

· Old Fool:
· King Lear:  Fool to Lear:  

· “Thou shouldst not have been old till thou hadst been wise” (1.5.917)
· He that made thee old should have made thee wise.

· As You Like It: Touchstone:  

· “The more pity that fools may not speak wisely what wise men do foolishly.”

· Celia:  “Since the little wit that fools have was silenced, the little foolery that wise men have makes a great show.”

· assumptions:
· make an “ass” in front of “me”

· A. taken for granted (p.1500, 1501)

· not proven

· not based on facts

· based on “tradition” on preconceived notions

· not original

· not self-reliant
· not 1st-hand experience
· B. religious meaning = taken to heaven
· Mary’s Assumption

· C. taking on the responsibility, obligation
· Narrator’s taking on resp. of caring for Bartleby
· LONELINESS
· HELPLESSNESS

· HOPELESSNESS

· ISOLATION
· RUIN, desolation, collapse

· True Christian Charity
· passing the buck

· let someone else do it

· EMERSON, THOREAU – Do good NOW, the hell w/the majority

· ANTI-EMERSONIAN:
· in the way RVW = anti-Franklinian
· N. = 
· “safe” no chances, not even jury trial
· conformity (the LAW!!)
· no self-reliance – no thinking, just fact-checking, research, copying
· Sophistry:  bad logic
· no backbone
· passes the buck – avoidance
· reputation
· the majority
· GUILTY CONSCIENCE

· BRIBERY

· trying to assuage his guilt

· IRONIC:  all he had to do was be human
· impersonal

· dehumanizing

· true Wisdom (know thyself) - Nosce te ipsum
· Theory vs. Practice
· Faith vs. Works

· FLAW in Self-Reliance:
· Poe

· Hawthorne

· Melville

· what if you think you’re right

· madness, selfishness, self-righteousness

· “self-interest” – worried about reputation

· MIRRORS:

· Bart reflects everyone

· Bart = Narrator

· T=N: vices (ambition, addiction) relative to ages; AMs + PMs

REFERENCES:
· Bible

· recent history 
· lightning strike
· murder case
· ( = “AMERICAN” ***
· Philosophy

· Literature:

· Lord Byron:  Romantic figure, as well as poet (could never do this tedious job)

CONNECTIONS:
· cowardice:

· Emerson

· Thoreau

· Whitman

· Dickinson

· Melville

· dare to change

· dare to not conform

· dare to be original

· confront, break traditions

· Poe’s “The Raven”:

· won’t leave

· bust of Pallid Athena

· refrain

· torment, albatross, “millstone” + “incubus”
· painful reflection of soul

· external conscience

· physical manifestation of his conscience

· Irving’s “Rip Van Winkle”:
· Lazy American

· do as little work, pain as possible

· pleasure principle

· avoidance

· retirement age:

· do nothing

· nothing = expected of you anymore

· POST-MODERNISM:

· Zoo Story

· Th. of Absurd

· shock out of ennui (GREAT AWAKENING)

· indeterminacy, arbitrariness

· SHELLEY’s “Ozymandias”

· futility of HUMAN endeavors

· hopelessness

· futility
· EMILY DICKINSON poems:

· The Tombs’ grass =:

· perseverance of life
· life always finds a way
· blooms where unexpected (unwanted?)
· DRUGS 

· as avoidance of life, pain
· HAMLET:
	To be, or not to be: that is the question:

Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them. To die: to sleep:

No more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache, and the thousand natural shocks

That flesh is heir to, ’tis a consummation

Devoutly to be wish’d. To die, to sleep;

To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there’s the rub;

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come,

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,

Must give us pause: There’s the respect

That makes calamity of so long life:

For who bear the whips and scorns of time, [such as:]

The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely,

The pang of despised love, the law’s delay,

The insolence of office, and the spurns

That patient merit of the unworthy takes,  (That inferior people direct at worthy people)

When he himself might his quietus make

With a bare bodkin? Who would fardels bear
To grunt and sweat under a weary life

But that the dread of something after death,

The undiscovered country from whose bourn

No traveler returns, puzzles the will,

And makes us rather bear those ills we have

Than to fly to others we know not of?

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all,

And thus the native hue of resolution

Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought,

And enterprises of great pith and moment

With this regard their currents turn awry

And lose the name of action. Soft you now!

The fair Ophelia! Nymph, in thy orisons

Be all my sins remember’d.




· Bartley = Hamlet:  

· inaction

· psychic paralysis

· suicide by proxy – starvation
· fired from office b/c of politics

· bears burdens/ fardels

· “Bartle-by” = “fardels bear”?????

· “the rest is silence”

· mirror up to nature

· reflects those around him

· Narrator = Hamlet:
· conscience makes him a coward

· thinks too much

· resolutions = all fail

· old:  calamity of so long life
· articles:
· http://web.ku.edu/~zeke/bartleby/rogers.html
· http://books.google.com/books?id=i-qkrK3GSuQC&pg=PA121&lpg=PA121&dq=Hamlet+and+Bartleby&source=bl&ots=XWOO3RIxR5&sig=G9amepuzsFVBrlMZdMQs1hxGd10&hl=en&sa=X&ei=TXYdUP63CoiK6gHO5YCYBQ&ved=0CGQQ6AEwBw#v=onepage&q=Hamlet%20and%20Bartleby&f=false
· http://www.academon.com/comparison-essay/bartleby-and-hamlet-54598/ 

· http://americangloom.wordpress.com/tag/bartleby/ 

· BLOOM’S TAXONOMY: 
STYLE:
· understatement

· speaker deliberately makes the situations seem less important/serious than it is

· less than truthful

· restraint in expression

· unreliable narrator

· can’t trust him

· despite 1st person POV

· 1st person POV
· seems that it would personal, subjective, secret, insightful

· in some ways it is

· BUT lacks insight into his own insight

· ( unreliable
· b/c he is blind to his own flaws, mistakes, poor logic/reasoning

· ( READER-RESPONSE
· it’s up to the reader, then, to see Narrator’s mistakes

· active reading

Symbolism:
· Bartleby
· mythic figure
· OT angel
· gods in disguise
· to teach a lesson
· petulant child
· doesn’t know what wants (Nipper)

· frustrating

· Dead Letter

· trying to reach Narrator

· but Narrator = already “dead”
· DEATH in STAGES:

· 1st appears pallid

· adjectives = “cadaverous reply”

· refusal to do menial tasks

· proofing

· gophering

· copying

· each refusal = renunciation of this life, this modern world

· refuses to move

· refuses to eat….death
· Dead Letters Office
· hopelessness of charity
· avoidance of 
· pain, problems, sick people, conflict, challenge,…
· old age

· weakness, infirmity, pushed around

· set in ways, cannot change

· almost dead – should be ready to face Judgment

· near retirement

· experienced

· wisdom (experience)

· scrivener

· “writer”
· rote copying

· of legal documents

· word for word

· human copy machine/scanner (Human Xerox machine)

· no thinking, critical thinking, creativity, originality
· = mentally stifling 
· office building 
· 2nd floor
· new buildings = right next to = no view
· bleak, sterile, cheerless

· little furniture

· impersonal

· window:

· no view

· trapped

· dead-end job

· looks out to brick wall of another building

· glass partition

· only glass

· little distinction between “boss” & employees

· not much of a boss

· green screen 
· part & apart
· a part of the world (so close to everyone, just a screen)

· apart from it (in it but secluded – in his “hermitage”)

· loneliness
· existentialism

· bust of Cicero

· “pallid haughtiness” or “austere reservation”

· marble-

· stoic, emotionless

· cold

· silent

· lawyer, statesman, philosopher

· skeptic

· “The Skeptics believed that human beings could never be certain in their knowledge of the world, and therefore no philosophy could be said to be true. Any belief was subject to change if a better argument presented itself.”

· Stoic

· sanctity of laws and of justice
· codes of ethics

· exiled & murdered

· lone column
· last remaining column of ancient ruin, 1499

· “ruin”

· ruin, wreckage, decay, disintegration, 

· deterioration, devastation, decay, collapse

· loneliness

· last thing remaining

· futility

· of human endeavors

· human vanity

· money

· bribes

· trying to ease his conscience
· replaces real contact, friendship

· “limousine liberals”

· throw money at the problem

· WALL Street:

· “walls”

· a “parable of walls”

· walls in building, outside of window

· walls of office

· walls of prison (Egyptian)

· walls between people (ISOLATION)

· walls between ourselves & conscience, understanding ourselves

· BUSINESS world:

· unnatural setting – no nature, no light, no life

· isolation, loneliness (esp. at night, on Sunday)

· money

· God vs. Mammon

· materialism 

· of this world

· dehumanizing 

· figures, numbers

· no emotions (Cicero, Stoics)

· letter of the law

· cut-throat

· “emotional ghetto”

· The Tombs:

· Egyptian architecture

· ancient

· anachronism

· out of place

· its time has past 
· retro

· Saharan

· dry, arid

· contrast to lush green of grass

· juxtaposition
· The yard was entirely quiet. It was not accessible to the common prisoners. The surrounding walls, of amazing thickness, kept off all sound behind them. The Egyptian character of the masonry weighed upon me with its gloom. But a soft imprisoned turf grew under foot. The heart of the eternal pyramids, it seemed, wherein, by some strange magic, through the clefts, grass-seed, dropped by birds, had sprung.
· Grass = 
· perseverance of life
· life always finds a way
· blooms where unexpected (unwanted?)
· see Emily Dickinson poem
· prison

· walled in

· separated from society

· separated from other humans

· crypt

· death

IMAGERY:
· “living internment”

· walls = graves

· physical walls & emotional, psychological walls

· imagery of ruin
· lone column remaining of ancient temple
· wreck in the ocean
· imagery of loneliness
· lone temple column

· floating wreckage

· empty Wall Street at night, Sunday

CRITICAL INTERPRETATIONS:
· PSYCHOLOGY:
· rationalization (excuses – for Turkey, Nipper, Bartleby, Self)
· denial
· avoidance
· pleasure principle
· Erikson’s 8 (unhappy where are, think better w/o experience)
· intellectualization
· s
· ( story @ HUMAN NATURE
· who we are
· what’s under our civilized, modernized mask 
· the Human Animal
· pre-psychology era
· pettiness
· avoidance of life, others, pain, ..
· hypocrisy
· weaknesses – booze, drugs
· anger
· resentment
· pity ( repulsion
· (caring for the sick)
· denial 
· blindness to own faults, limits
· “impotent rebellion”
· loneliness 
· “heartless curiosity”
· snooping

· imaginings @ other people – trying to figure them out
· rationalization
· vanity
· READER-RESPONSE:
· reader finds the holes, “gaps” in the text

· & fills them w/interpretation

· find where the Narrator has erred
· blind to his own short-comings

· interpret the understatement

· analyze the Psychology

· ( active reading
· Emerson

· Irving

· Poe

· Hawthorne

· Whitman

· Dickinson

· s 

· AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL:
· PIERRE:

· Pierre Glendinnings

· satirical:  US literary scene

· timid & genteel succeed
· bold, adventurous fail
· short stories & novellas:

· $$$$$$
· Harper’s & Putnam’s
· HM’s most socially progressive writings
· **critical of American culture

· antebellum culture issues = 
· racial & gender inequities

· social changes b/c of coming industrial revolution

· slavery
· protagonists = “absolutely alone in the universe”
· “Benito Cereno”
· “Bartleby the Scrivener”
· DEPRESSION:

· failure of experimental, daring works

· $$$$$
· boring gov’t job

· IRONIC ending
· dead letters never reaching suicides, desperate people

· DEATH of SONS:

· 1867:  Malcolm, 18, suicide
· 1886: Stanwix, found dead in San Francisco hotel

· SCRIVENER:
· “The word means "writers." Some critics have looked at this story as Melville's lament that the work of (creative) writers is so little appreciated, especially in financial terms. He struggled all his life to make a living by writing, whereas his brother Gansevoort, who worked on Wall Street, led a very comfortable life and never really understood why his brother bothered to write.”

· see Pierre, Depression above

· EXISTENTIALISM:
· loneliness

· despair

· hopelessness

· helplessness (can’t help anyone)

· psychic paralysis

· LITERATURE:
· Bartleby = STORY

· story @ stories

· mystery

· silence – no answers, no motives

· demands active reading, close reading, re-reading

· defies easy interpretation

· B. has no history, just appears in story
· GREAT HYPER-TEXT:
· http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/bartleby/ 

· ANALYSES:

· http://www.gradesaver.com/bartleby-the-scrivener/study-guide/major-themes/
· http://www.gradesaver.com/bartleby-the-scrivener/study-guide/section1/
· http://www.cliffsnotes.com/study_guide/literature/bartleby-the-scrivener/critical-essays/elements-of-fiction.html 

QUESTIONS
· Is Narrator wrong?

· should have done more

· no avoidance

· testing the limits of duty to fellow men

· how far are you willing to go

· how bad do you want it

· (-)

· avoidance

· rationalization, excuses

· non-confrontational

· hypocrisy

· lack of self-knowledge

· self-blindness

· reputation (faith vs. works)

· passes buck

· Is Bartleby wrong?

· testing the limits of responsibility

· how far do you have to go to help someone who doesn’t want help
· when does your DUTY end

· when is it OK to walk away, to give up

· (-)

· stubborn

· unreasonable 

· won’t be helped

· won’t communicate

AM:  


Turkey = good, calm


Nippers = just mean


PM:


Turkey = drunk, insolent


Nippers = good, calm





= weird balance





STOICISM


lack of emotion


= lack of engagement


= inhuman


= form of intellectualization


= form of avoidance





Creation





Evaluation





Synthesis








Analysis








Application





Comprehension, Understanding





ROTE, Knowledge, Remembering





Creation











