PREREADING:
· How do you react under pressure:  love, death, sports

· emotional reactions

· measure out 10 feet and have 4 people sit together

______________________________________________________________________________

I

· 1st line:  "None of them knew the color of the sky."

· that would be a luxury (PERSPECTIVE)

· NO GOD; concerned with this world only, the Present

· practicality, concerned only with the trouble they were in

· dreariness:  waves = slate, no sky

· *DANGER:  precariousness of their situation: frought with peril:

· waves = constant, like "rocks", with "jagged" edges

· waves = "most wrongfully and barbarously abrupt and tall, and each froth-top was a problem in small-boat navigation"

· boat = smaller than a bathtub

· boat:  only 6 inches of gunwale separated the men from the ocean

· boat:  water getting in the small boat, has tobe bailed out constantly

· boat:  "It was a thin little oar, and it seemed often ready to snap."

· COOK: squatted in the bottom of the boat, bailed out

· CAPTAIN:  sat at the bow of the boat, injured, dejected & indifferent from the loss of his steamer

· CORRESPONDENT & OILER: at the stern, rowed

*BROTHERHOOD:  each w/a job to do, unity, teamwork

mini-flashback: sinking of the Commodore:

· --the narrator mentions how the Captain was dejected, as part  of himself died with the ship
· sinking = willy-nilly" (chance, fate, happenstance)
· sinking:  
"7 turned faces" at the "grays of dawn" (turning questioningly towards the Captain, or away in disgust?), then later the ship going under with the topmast (w/white ball) last, slashed back & forth as it sank ---like them, cruelty of Nature

· "Billie" the Oiler, steering southward with an oar

· precariousness, cruelty:  "bucking broncho"

· precariousness, no rest:  "these problems in white water" AND "A singular disadvantage of the sea"

*MALIGNANT NATURE:  "A singular disadvantage of the sea....terrible grace...snarling of the crests."

· 10-foot dinghy

PERSPECTIVE:  "Viewed from a balcony....weirdly picturesque..."

· life as a play (see later)

· only GOD could have such perspective on them

· IRONY of their situation, that outside of such danger it would have looked wonderful, "weirdly picturesque" -- they cannot appreciate the beauty of the dawn (BEAUTY = a luxury)

· dreary #2:  "the wan light" of dawn

· no sky #2: cannot see or appreciate the beauty of the dawn

*PLATO'S "ALLEGORY OF THE CAVE":

· they cannot see the sky (the Ideal, the Sun itself)

· they can only see its reflection upon the ocean: "The process of the breaking day..."

argument:

· Cook and the Corespondent

· symantic argument

· difference between a "life-saving station" & a "house of refuge"

· HF: no rescue crews, only clothes & food

· the Cook thought there was a HF north of the Mosquito Inlet Lighthouse

· reflects the class distinction:  the education of the Correspondent over that of the rest of the boat

· reflects the tension, desperation in the boat, the fear for survival

· reflects the calming influence of the Oiler -- keeps them focused on the present "We're not there yet."

II

PERSPECTIVE:  view from the top of the waves "was probably splenddid...glorious"

· IRONY of their situation, in other circumstances, this = beautiful

· ZOO EFFECT:  wild animal in cage, viewed from safety, from a safe distance the sea/animal = beautiful

· sea = wild animal #2:  “this play of the free sea”
· Nature = (+) onshore wind blows them towards land, rather than away from it

· “humor, contempt, tragedy, all in one”
OPTIMISM = luxury they cannot afford, so the Captain & Oiler keep them focused on the tasks at hand
· (-) distraction, false hope
· not voiced, but thought, felt (superstition)

· "To express any particular optimism at this time they felt to be childish and stupid..."

· BUT they thought about it, felt it

· Captain = father-figure, "soothing his children"

· FORESHADOWING:  "Yes! if we don't catch hell in the surf."

SEAGULLS:

· “sat comfortably,” floating easily on the waves

· envied by the men:  "for the wrath of the sea was no more to them than it was to a covey of prairie chickens a thousand miles inland."

· stared with "black bead-like eyes", seemed "uncanny and sinister in their unblinking scrutiny"

· mocking them

· ** the men = out of their element

· ** evil temptation:  1 tried to sit on the captain's head, BUT the Captain was smart enough (CCC) not to b/c he would have capsized the boat (NATURE = MALIGNANT) ---see the shark later, tempting the Correspondent to swat at it, thereby capsize the boat & feed it

· --superstition:  "gruesome and ominous"

FORESHADOWING:

“In the meantime, the oiler and the correspondent rowed.  And also they rowed....They rowed and they rowed.”
BROTHERHOOD:  sat together on the same seat & each rowed an oar

PRECARIOUSNESS:  changing seats in the dinghy, on the open sea, with the waves crashing, up & down

· teamwork

(+) hope
progress = 

· slow and steady (as it is in life)

· marked by the seaweed

· Captain can see the Lighthouse at Mosqito Inlet

· "Think we'll make it, Captain? ... we can't do much else."

NATURE = MALIGNANT

· their helplessness to the sea

· (NATURALISM) MAN = AT THE MERCY OF EXTERNAL FORCES
· “The little boat, lifted .... swarmed into her.”
· Captain = CCC, no panic in his voice, calms the others, gives directions, order = security (the "illusion" of control?  Since it seems as if someone is in charge, so all will be well)

· water comes in, the Captain orders the Cook, the Cook = "cheerful" (b/c of small hope ** even the smallest hope is good)

III

** "the subtle BROTHERHOOD of men..."

--felt, not said (superstition)

--not machismo, but something deeper, more natural

* men = from different parts of society, from different parts of the ship BUT working together doing their respective jobs

** more than survival instinct, more than working for the common good (which can be done impersonally, w/o liking the others)

BUT these men liked each other, respected each other = friendship, "comradeship"

--(multiculturalism)

--* "nature vs. nurture":  Correspondent = "had been TAUGHT to be cynical of men"

---education = a malignant force (see earlier fight??) 

---"natural" instinct in men = to help each other; compassion vs. competition (CIVILIZATION = bad??)

compassion & teamwork:  

--makeshift SAIL so Oiler & Correspondent could rest together

--Captain donates his overcoat

--Cook & Correspondent held "mast"

--Oiler steered

(+) hope, moving forward

** men using Nature, wind power

*** men using their intelligence to survive
--remain calm with the sea gull

--remain focused with the hope

--working together, carefully

--not arguing over something stupid

--makeshift sail out of coat & paddle (rest, windpower)

--not going in to the surf too soon, pulling back & trying again later

--remaining calm with the shark

--swimming slowly

(+) hope:

makeshift sail = rest

progress:  lighthouse is getting closer/larger

land = in sight

"Allegory of the Cave":  "shadows" of lighthouse & land

--not the things themselves, only their imitations ????

(-)

at New Smyrna, Cook realizes that the "life-saving station" was ABANDONED about a year ago

--who abandons a life-saving station?  it's like a "for sale" sign on a church

** immediately the wind died down and they stopped making progress ("took the wind out of their sails" literally & figuratively)

FORESHADOWING:

--all 4:  no sleep, no food 2 days b/4 the shipwreck

--Oiler worked a double shift the night before the wreck

= tired, hungry, weak...cold, wet, afraid 

Captain:  "Don't spend yourselves. If we have to run a surf you'll need all your strength, beacuse we'll sure have to swim for it. Take your time."

CRUEL FATE: 

"Shipwrecks are apropos of nothing......"

PERSPECTIVE:

Correspondent on rowing:  people thinking it was "amusing" while he thinks it's "a diabolical punishment" ......

(+) hope:

progress: 

--can see the house of refuge

--can see land & trees & sand --> so the lighthouse watcher should be able to see them

--can hear the roar of the surf (foreboding BUT hopeful)

--wind returned

--> guarded optimism: thought/felt BUT not said (superstition); cheerfulness; hoped to be safe in an hour, their "impending rescue"; Correspondent broke out CIGARS (4), somebody had 3 dry matches

FORESHADOWING:  

--Oiler = rowing, his back = to the land (back to the goal, heaven)?

--CIGARS:  8 cigars, 4 survived ("scatheless"); only 3 dry matches --> someone won't survive, like 4 cigars

-----3 on a match = bad luck (from WWI)

-----the sheer luck (Providence?) of having 4 dry cigars and 3 dry matches soaked as they were (+)

* Sole Survivors:  other life boats/survivors of the Commodore:  none of them could have made it to shore (already?), or else they would have sent out help for them

IV

(-)

no signs of life at house of refuge (IRONY)

--loneliness of their situation

--abandoned by God AND man **

--** self-reliance **

progress:  now they are north of the lighthouse

CRUEL NATURE:  forced off target by the "Tide, wind, and waves"

* Narrator knows what the men do not:

(-)  no life-saving station within 20 miles in either direction

CURSES:  cursed watchers at the lifesaving station

* disappointed hope --> anger, frustration, rage, curses

hope turns "bitter and bitter" 

----the sight of land was (+), now (-)

hope = temporary, fragile, emphemeral, easily turns to its opposite

--they = incompetent, blind, cowards

**DISPLACEMENT, SCAPEGOATING: 

--cannot blame God, themselves

--only Physical people to blame, lash out at = lifestation people

** reveals the cynicism of Correspondent previously alluded to...his "training" conditining, education comes out when discouraged, afraid

* SELF-RELIANCE:

Captain:  "I supose we'll have to make a try for ourselves."

ATTEMPT #1:

-no help coming

can't stay out too long, b/c will get too tired to swim (FORESHADOWING)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

POV = 

their reactions, reflections to the situation

not good or bad, just what they were

like a scientist recording their thoughts/feelings during an experiement

reveals their character (personality & strength)

reveals their superstitions

reveals their frustrations (argument, curses)

reveals their vicissitudes between hope & hopelessness

"grace under fire"

