“WHY I WRITE” ESSAYS


Why I Write: Jane Hirshfield Writes about Life's Profound Mystery
Prize-winning international poet, translator, and essayist Jane Hirshfield's poetry speaks to the central issues of human existence: desire and loss, impermanence and beauty, and the many dimensions of our connection with others. She tells NWP why she writes. More ›
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Why I Write: Anthony Atala's Words Are as Powerful as Sci-fi Gizmos
Regenerative medicine specialist Dr. Anthony Atala's state-of-the-art lab grows human organs—from muscles to blood vessels to bladders, and more. Although he's immersed in sci-fi gizmos in his work, he says writing "is the communication vehicle that moves science forward." More ›
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Why I Write: Arvind Gupta Plays with the Words of Science
Arvind Gupta, an Indian toy inventor and popularizer of science for kids, is known for turning trash into seriously entertaining, well-designed toys that kids can build themselves—while learning basic principles of science and design. He brings a similar spirit of exploratory playfulness to writing about science. More ›
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Why I Write: Gary Giddins Riffs to Jazz
Gary Giddins, long-time columnist for the Village Voice and unarguably the world's preeminent jazz critic, writes about jazz to let the world know about America's "fecund and flowing" musical tradition, which is sometimes treated as though it doesn't exist—or exists only for those "in the know." More ›
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Why I Write: CJ Omololu Explores the Thrill and the Terror of the Teen Years
CJ Omololu might be called an accidental novelist, but once she found herself as a writer, she began to write with such drive that she now writes 1,000 words a day, even on Thanksgiving and anniversaries. "Once you don't open your file one day, it's much easier to not open it the next day and the next," she says. More ›
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Why I Write: Freeman Dyson Puts Words to Mathematics
When people hear the name Freeman Dyson, they tend to think of breakthroughs in quantum physics, but Dyson is a prolific writer as well. He's known for bringing conscience and compassion to his books, which interweave scientific explanation and humanism. More ›
 

[image: image6.jpg]



Why I Write: Timothy Ferris on Writing to Learn
Timothy Ferris, who has been called "the best science writer of his generation," discusses why he writes—and the importance of writing about science. He says that writing a book or essay is like locking yourself in a room with only two exit doors—one door marked "Learn!" and the other "Fail!" More ›
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Why I Write: Writing about Science—A Way to Pay Attention to Nature
Anil Ananthaswamy, author of The Edge of Physics, says that writing is important in science to make jargon come alive with stories, to capture the precision and skepticism that's intrinsic to science, and to inform the world of the scientific truths that are so critical to our lives. More ›
 

["I write because I think I have something to say that other people would find interesting. I write because I enjoy the challenge of expressing difficult ideas clearly. I write because I take pleasure in trying to craft stylish and graceful prose."]
—Steven Pinker 

 

[image: image8.jpg]L

)/




Why Science Teachers Should Write
Marsha Ratzel, a middle school teacher of math and science, explains why it's so important that students write as a way to learn science—and why science teachers should write as well. "Science needs people who can explain what they're thinking so that the rest of us can understand the world," she writes. More ›
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Why I Write: To Awaken the Spirit in the Downtrodden 

Twin brothers Al Mills and Nnamdi Chukwuocha use poetry and social action "to awaken the spirit of awareness buried deep within the souls of the downtrodden." Their poem, "Why I Write," aims to teach children about the importance of self-expression and how it can help them through their struggles and challenges. More ›
 

["WHY I WRITE
Words tumble and link–
they flutter, coo, rush and pop;
irresistible."]
—Irene Kelly 

 

I Write Because Writing Has Saved Me
Writing Project teacher-consultant Mindy Hardwick reflects on what makes a writer a writer, and, with journal entries, shows how writing has been integral during turning points in her life. More ›
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Why I Write: George Orwell [image: image11.png]



"Why I Write" is George Orwell's seminal essay detailing his personal journey to becoming a writer. It not only offers a type of mini-biography in which he writes of having first completed poems and trying his hand at short-stories before finally becoming a full-fledged writer, but also examines the motivation of writing itself through the four reasons Orwell felt people write. More ›
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Why I Write: Joan Didion [image: image13.png]



Joan Didion gives her own take on George Orwell's essay, saying that writing is about I. "In many ways writing is the act of saying I, of imposing oneself upon other people, of saying listen to me, see it my way, change your mind. It's an aggressive, even a hostile act." More ›
 

["Writing is a struggle against silence."]
—Carlos Fuentes 
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Why I Write: Terry Tempest Williams [image: image15.png]



"I write to make peace with the things I cannot control. I write to create fabric in a world that often appears black and white. I write to discover. I write to uncover. I write to meet my ghosts. I write to begin a dialogue." And those are just a few of the reasons why Terry Tempest Williams writes. More ›
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Why I Write: Drew Hanson [image: image17.png]



Drew Hanson, director of Editorial Business Operations at Forbes, stresses the importance of writing in this essay as he ponders going to graduate school to get an MBA. "Writing is my graduate school," he concludes. Why I Write: Drew HansonMore ›
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Why I Write: Stephen Elliot [image: image19.png]



Stephen Elliot, editor of The Rumpus and the author of seven books, including the memoir The Adderall Diaries, discusses how he started writing as a way to sort through the confusion of coming from an abusive home—but his writing life led him in many different directions afterward, always with a different why. More ›
 

["In many ways writing is the act of saying I, of imposting oneself upon other people, of saying listen to me, see it my way, change your mind."]
—Joan Didion 
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Why I Write: Pam Houston [image: image21.png]



Pam Houston, the author of two collections of linked short stories, explains her love of language and how it inspires her to write. "I write for the sheer love of language, to watch the words crash into each other on the page, to watch the spark of electricity between them as they sit together, the rowdy unpredictable joy of language play." More ›
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In Inside Higher Education, Lock Haven University's Dana Washington, assistant professor of English, examines how the urge to write is rooted in the desire to create something more enduring than ourselves. More ›
 

[image: image23]
Why I Write: Reginald Shepherd [image: image24.png]



Poet Reginald Shepherd writes to "rescue some portion of the drowned and drowning, including always myself." He writes not to be bored. He writes "never to forget beauty, however strange or difficult." He writes because he would like to live forever. More ›
Why I Write




junebre #whyiwrite to share, to express, to participate 2 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 



olovholm #whyiwrite To understand the world, and to include you in the process. Please do write, so I can take part in your process as well. 2 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 



adambuckled October 20 is National Day on Writing. Participate on Twitter with #whyiwrite posts. http://t.co/NonvV46N about 1 hour ago · reply · retweet · favorite 



KSchulten The number of kind people who've said they'll tweet #whyIwrite on 10/20 is making my rainy day. (deets: http://t.co/DP4ZALKF) about 1 hour ago · reply · retweet · favorite 



 HYPERLINK "http://twitter.com/" \l "search?q=%23whyiwrite" \t "_blank" 
Join the conversation
 

Why I Write: A Collection of Essays from NCTE [image: image30.png]



Celebrities speak to the importance of writing, the National Day on Writing, and 
the National Gallery of Writing. More ›
 

Why I Write: A Collection of Essays from The Guardian [image: image31.png]



The Guardian published a series including such authors as Will Self, Anita Shreve, Jodi Picoult, and others on the subject of "Why I Write." More ›
 

Why I Write: Publishers Weekly [image: image32.png]



Publishers Weekly has collected essays on "Why I Write" by such authors as Michael Korda, Frances Mayes, and David Ignatius. More ›
Classroom Exercise

Why Do I Do This? [image: image33.png]



In The Chronicle of Higher Education, Lucy Snowe discusses how she uses Terry Tempest Williams' essay in her introductory class in creative nonfiction. After some discussion of the essay, she asks the students to follow Williams's model and write a sentence that begins with "I write." More ›
Other Resources

NWP Sites Ready to Celebrate 2010 National Day on Writing
In joining with NCTE and others for the National Day on Writing, NWP, along with its sites, celebrates the Writing Project's mission of promoting writing and the teaching of writing. More ›
NWP Radio: Writing at the Center: The National Day on Writing
We'll hear about plans for this year's National Day on Writing and visit with guests who will talk about how they hold on to the fundamental experience of writing in the midst of their teaching and scholarship about writing. More ›
National Gallery of Writing Launched to Celebrate First National Day on Writing
As part of the National Day of Writing, the National Council of Teachers of English along with 19 national partners opened the National Gallery of Writing. The Gallery features galleries by the NWP, local writing project sites, teachers, and community partners. More ›
How Local Sites Can Participate in the National Day on Writing
As part of the celebration of the National Day on Writing, local writing project sites can create their own galleries featuring the writing of teachers, students, and community members, to be included as part of the National Gallery of Writing. More ›
< http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/3663 >

