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W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM

(1874-1965) 91
BIO:
· W = William

· Englishman 

· born in British Embassy, Paris

· lived there (see father)

· Guy de Maupassant 

· French, English

· Mother = socialite, writer (Edith Mary Snell)

· Father = lawyer for the British Embassy

· 1 of 7 children (of 4 that survived) (though raised mostly as only child)
· orphaned at 10
· mother (TB) --8

· father (cancer) -- 10
· raised by aunt & uncle (clergyman) in Kent

· Germany’s Heidelberg University (literature & philosophy)

· 1st homosexual relationship

· London’s St Thomas's Hospital (medicine)

· 1897:  1st novel Liza of Lambeth (Victorian slum-life, England’s poor, working class)
· Emile Zola, Stephen Crane, George Gissing
· bi-homosexual

· he married once (daughter) & had numerous affairs with women
· male lovers, companions

· constant traveler

· many professions:  

· novelist, short-story writer
· accountant, doctor, midwife, spy (WWI), playwright, volunteer for the American Volunteer Motor Ambulance Corps (WWI)
· narrow escape from the Nazis

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
STYLE:

· many autobiographical details in his stories and characters
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many of his female characters mirroring real life lovers

· accessible:

· he avoids verbose sentimentality, 
· favoring spare yet vivid, often cynical prose.
· ( quite popular 

· numerous television & screen adaptations of his works

· translations of his works

· ( $$$$

· storyteller:

· good storyteller

· beginning, middle, end

· concise language

· clear plot

· detailed characters
· cynical:

· cold, uncharitable

· “‘The milk of human kindness half-soured’” (Malcolm Cawley)

· “I’ve always been interested in people, but I don’t like them.” (WSM)

· “…what has chiefly struck me in human beings is their lack of consistency” (WSM)

· $$$$:

· Maugham saw numerous television and screen adaptations of his works and enjoyed great financial success (one of the richest writers).
· The Painted Veil (1925)

· Sheppey (1933) play ( “The Appointment in Samarra”
· The Razor's Edge (1944)
· Of Human Bondage (1945)

