W. Somerset Maugham

(1874-1965)
· born in Paris (of English descent), raised in England

· trained to be a medical doctor BUT never practiced

· short-story writer, playwright, novelist (Of Human Bondage 1915)

STYLE:
· “teller of tales round the fire in the cavern that sheltered Neolithic man” (WSM)

· devised “a compact, dramatic story, such a story as you could tell with effect over the dinner-table” (WSM

· thus…PLOT is important, the ability to tell a well-crafted story

· (oral tradition)

· “stories of resolution”

· teacher = Guy de Maupassant
· fable:
· brief, moral, flat characters, simple
· plot & theme over character
· tale:
· means “speech”
· brief, strange events, bare summary, flat characters
· plot & theme over character
· ** short story vs. tale:  character development
· tall tale:
· folk story, recount of superhero or narrator’s imaginary experience -bragging, told straight-faced, scoffed at by audience
· fairy tale:
· magical world (witches, goblins), by/for uneducated
· fable & parable:  didactic, to instruct, to shape the thoughts & behaviors of the audience, to set forth a truth @ our world/condition

· anecdote = to entertain, aesthetic purpose (to entertain by a shapely tale), a well-told tale, symmetry of plot, exotic locales

“The Appointment in Samarra”

· retelling of an Arabian folk story

· (Longfellow told basically the same story in The Tales of a Wayside Inn)
· story = speech in a play
· Sheppey (1933)
· fable/parable 

· didactic

· exotic locale

· Death of character

· anecdote 

· entertaining

· aesthetic
· symmetry of plot (flee but fulfill destiny)

· exotic locale:  Samarra & Bagdad
PLOT:
· PLOT = #1 
· (characterization is minimal – 
· fear of servant, kindness of merchant, gentility of Death)

· told by Death -- “Death speaks”

· Merchant of Bagdad sends his Servant to market in the morning for provisions & the Servant shortly returns (ashen) with his story

· Servant jostled by a woman, who turns out to be Death, who made a “threatening gesture” toward him

· Servant begs Merchant for a horse to “avoid my fate”, speeds away “as fast as the horse could gallop” to Samarra (@ 60 miles away)
· Master goes to market, sees & confronts Death (why the threatening gesture)
· Death explains his/her initial reaction that morning was not a threat but “a start of surprise”
· (ironic end) “for I had an appointment with him tonight in Samarra”

DEATH:
· disguise of a woman OR a woman??

· human emotions – shock, surprise, gentility

· gentility

· tells this tale

· deigns to respond to Merchant’s interrogation 

· refers to dying as an “appointment” 

SETTING:
· exotic locale:  

· Bagdad (setting of Arabian Nights)

· Samarra (in Russia, on the Volga, now called Kuybyshev)

· remote yet identifiable
· death, fear of dying
THEMES:
· we cannot avoid death (mortality)

· predestination (time & place of our death = predetermined)

· fate

· destiny

· karma

· “man proposes, God disposes”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
QUESTIONS
· To whom is Death telling this story, who is his/her audience?

· How does setting play a part in this story?

· Would a different setting make a difference?
· Would more detail make the story better or worse?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
OTHER STORIES:
· fable, parable, allegory:

· “Parable of Prodigal Son”

· “The Vixen & the Lioness”

· short, thematic, explosive 

