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Tobias Wolff’s “Say Yes”
· 1985

· published in TW’s 2nd collection of stories

· Back in the World

· Reading of story < http://www.chicagopublicradio.org/audio_library/sos_03audio.asp >
· Historical Context:
· 1980s

· conservative era

· Ronald Reagan = president

PLOT

· Couple:  

· in 40s, 50s

· Ann

· husband 

· Why no name for the man?

· Is he supposed to be ALL men?

· BOTH = childish, immature

· he – stubborn, avoidance, win argument

· she – veiled argument itself, pouts, avoidance

· “Normal”

· so true, so real, believable

· “natural plot” ( makes everything that happens seem normal, real, real-life

· “Aristotelian”

· natural consequences, actions arises out of previous actions

· EM Forster:

· “This shock, followed by the feeling, ‘Oh, that's all right,’ is a sign that all is well with the plot:  characters, to be real, ought to run smoothly, but a plot ought to cause surprise”

· we don’t anticipate/expect something happening BUT when it does, it seems natural, proper

· stupid fights (picking fights), washing dishes, her stupid question/his stupid answer, her sulking, his avoidance, their making up
· washing dishes together

· true love, happy marriage?
· appears intimate

· to show “how considerate he was” (ulterior motive??)

· her look

· he recognized the look

· knew he should keep his mouth shut

· BUT never did

· actually talked more 

· foreshadowing fight
· his immaturity

FIGHT

· inter-racial, inter-cultural relationships

· miscegenation 
· she cuts her thumb
· he throws silverware aback into sink (these are dirty)

· act of aggression, defensiveness, retaliation

· she cuts her hand

· his reaction:

· runs up to get medical kit

· genuine?

· self-conscious?

· he really cares, true love?

· for appreciation?
· She doesn’t drop the issue/keeps up the fight
· goes from inter-racial/cultural relationships in general
· to their relationship in particular
· would he marry her if she were black
· His “NO”

· Her exit, to magazine, indifference (“silent treatment”)
· His indifference 
· both = pretending
· both = childish
· his making himself busy to keep up the pretense
· OUTSIDE:

· dogs sifting through the garbage
· usually chases them, but not tonight
· ** dogs = couple
· rutting through other people’s garbage
· playing with it, rolling in it

· dogs get along
· ** outside heals him
· contact with nature?
· time out, time away?
· recognizes how silly they were?
· like the dogs?
· couldn’t maintain the pretense?
· Returns inside, up to bed, apologizes to her in bathroom, says, “YES”, promises to make it up to her
· She tells him to wait in bed for her
· She makes him wait
· winning the argument

· excitement - like their first night together (wedding night)
· does she come to bed? do they make up
TITLE:
· marriage = stupid fights

· fights about stuff not really fighting about

· fights = about reassurance, comfort, security

· just say yes, idiot 

· swallow pride, forget logic, & just give her what she wants (reassurance)
Ending:
· “strangers” = (+)
· wedding night:

· nervous anticipation, excitement

· “stranger” = a good thing (getting to know someone)

· strangers united by love, sex

· = renewal of vows

· starting over, fresh start

· “Powder”

· “Prodigal Son”
· “Story of an Hour”

· forgiveness

· “Prodigal Son”
· “strangers” = (-)
· estrangement, distance

· Adam & Eve after the Fall

· compared to intruder in the house

· awakens, causes anxiety, fear, trepidation, threatens danger/harm

· (see para. 9)
· Do/can 2 people ever really know each other?

· regardless o`f race, culture,…gender

· Billy Joel’s “The Stranger”

· marriage in a post-modern world (isolation)

· ?< http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1058/is_30_117/ai_67151486/>

· ?< http://floretacui.blogspot.com/2009/07/redefining-modern-marriage-in.html >

· Reunited?

· Were they strangers – now reunited (by love/sex)?

· Were united – now strangers?

· she wins the argument 

· without a word

· proves that in the dark = no race, culture

· proves that she can turn him on w/o regard to her race, culture

· in the dark (  no race/culture

· story = a PARABLE
· husband has no name

· ending is open-ended

· thematic

· @ race, marriage, relationships

· brief, concise

Epilogue:
· Does she come to bed?

· Do they make love? make up?

· Does she come to bed? move out? divorce?

· What happens the next day, morning, over breakfast?
· Divorced? does he learn to “say yes”?

QUESTIONS:
· Were they strangers – now = reunited (stronger bond, better marriage)?

· Were they united – now = strangers?

· The ending?

· How/why does he apologize?....relation to the outside?

· Does he have an epiphany/realization?

· Does the nature change/heal him?

· Does he relate to the dogs?

· Does he “cool off” – just needed time apart?

· Does he give up on the pretense of indifference?

· Who wins the argument?

· His logic?

· Her wordless gesture (end)?

· Stalemate?

SYMBOLISM:
· Adam & Eve??:
· couple = modern A&E?

· before/after the Fall

· fight = Fall

· estrangement

· “strangers”

· Dogs:
· dogs = couple

· rutting through garbage

· rolling in it, tossing it in air

· yet they really get along together

THEMES:
· “Men are from Mars, women are from Venus”
· gender conflict

· “logic”

· Men = logical (his debate team background)
· Women = emotional

· Bud Light commercial (who would you save?)

· Dr. Tannen

· * he misses the point:

· she is NOT discussing inter-racial, inter-cultural marriages

· they are NOT the real subject of her argument

· ( TITLE
· * he misses the point:

· marriage is NOT about “winning” arguments

· racism, xenophobia

· is the husband a racist?

· sexism 

· is TW’s portrayal of the wife sexist?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
OTHER STORIES
· Husband = Elder Son in “Prodigal Son”:
· does good to get noticed, appreciated

· not virtue for virtue’s sake BUT for some reward

· do good not b/c it’s the right thing to do but b/c it gets a reward, attention

· attention-seeking behavior

· actions, duty without heart
· Have you ever

· done good to get noticed, get attention, get appreciated, get reward

· helped family member (sister, grandparent) 

· done chores 

· helped elderly

· community work

· not corrected an observer’s misinterpretation of your motives (take the credit)

· with ulterior motives:

· for college application, résumé, allowance, will/inheritance

· for money, to impress girl/guy, to meet girl/guy

· missing the point

· Prodigal Son
· Powder
· Say Yes
· Story of Hour (them, not her)
· human pettiness:
· Prodigal Son
· Powder
· Say Yes
· Strangers

· Powder
· Prodigal Son
· Story of an Hour
· starting over, fresh start
· Powder
· Prodigal Son
· Story of an Hour
· forgiveness

· Prodigal Son

· Powder

· Say Yes

