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Tim O’Brien “The Things They Carried

______________________________________________________________________________

CHARACTERS
JIMMY CROSS:

· First Lieutenant

· 22

· letters & pictures from Martha (unrequited love)

· picture #1: Kodachrome snapshot, neutral expression before a brick wall

· picture #2: 1968 yearbook pix from Mount Sebastian women's volleyball, "action shot" in dig 

· "carried" love/longing, hope, "carried a torch"

· "cross" implies "all have a cross to bear" (burden)

· proof of unrequited love:

· nothing personal, affectionate in letters, never mentions the war ("take care of yourself")

· "Love, Martha" salutation that didn't mean "I love you"

· picture without expression, feeling

· memory of date: movie (Bonnie & Clyde) touched her knee & she looked at him "in a sad, somber way" (100).

· told he loved (b/c of her loneliness), she responded w/ a nod & looked away and then later he kissed her & she "received the kiss without returning it, her eyes wide open, not afraid, not a virgin's eyes, just flat and uninvolved" (104).

· (106) "he realized she did not love him and never would."

· realization & resolutions on p.109, 110 (burned letters & pictures)

· as LT:  compass, map, code books, binoculars, pistol, (responsibility & guilt)

· pebble from Jersey shore 

MARTHA:

· junior English major at Mount Sebastian College, New Jersey

· no last name

· respect for Chaucer, affection for Virginia Woolf

· * represents fantasy/escape/hope for Jimmy Cross

· "Not lonely, just alone" (104).

HENRY HOBBINS:

· big man

· extra rations (peaches & pound cake)

· gunner:  M-60 (23+), ammo (10-15)

· girlfriend's pantyhose

· insecticide

DAVE JENSEN:

· hygienic

· soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, mouthwash (stolen from hotel in Sydney on R&R)

· extra socks

· Dr. Scholl's foot powder

· rabbit's foot

· night-sight vitamins

· empty sand bags for extra protection

TED LAVENDER:

· scared

· tranquilizers, dope     

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

· star-light scope

MITCH SANDERS:

· Radio Telephone Operator

· radio telephone + battery (26 lbs.)

· condoms (copes through sex)
· brass knuckles

NORMAN BOWKER:

· gentle man (?writer, English major)

· diary

· thumb from VC boy

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

RAT KILEY:

· ? (joker)

· comic books 

· as medic:  morphine, plasma, malaria tablets, surgical tape, comic books, M&M's

· brandy & M&M's

KIOWA:

· religious (father = Sunday school teacher in OKC), Indian heritage (grandparents)

· illustrated New Testament (father)

· distrust of white man, feathered hunting hatchet (grandparents)

· Bible & moccasins

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

LEE STRUNK:

· ? (boy)

· sling shot ("weapon of last resort")

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

· tanning lotion

______________________________________________________________________________

THINGS THEY CARRIED
1) NECESSITY-SOP:

· can openers pocket knives heat tabs wrist watches dog tags, mosquito repellant gum candy cigarettes lighters matches sewing kits salt tablets Kool-Aid packets Military Payment Certificates C-rations water containers (= 15-20 lbs.)

· fatigue jackets & pants underwear steel helmet (5) jungle boots (2+) flak jackets (7+) bandages poncho (2, multi-purpose)

2) EXTRAS  (reflect their personalities)

· food, clothes, dope, condoms, diary, comic books, Bible

· all carried photographs

3) RANK & FIELD SPECIALTY:

· LT:  compass, map, code books, binoculars, pistol, (responsibility);

· RTO:  radio & battery (26)

· medic:  morphine, plasma, malaria tablets, surgical tape, comic books, M&M's

· gunner:  M-60 (23+), ammo (10-15)

· PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

4) WEAPONS by HAPPENSTANCE ("catch-as-catch-can"):

· M-14s, CAR-15s, Swedish Ks, grease guns, 

· captured AK-47s, Chi-Coms, RPGs, Simonov carbines,

· black market Uzis, .38 caliber Smith & Wesson hand guns

· 66 mm LAWs, shotguns, silencers, blackjacks, bayonets, C-4 explosives

· all carried fragmentation grenades (14oz), M-18 colored smoke grenades (24oz)

· some carried white phosphorous grenades, Claymore anti-personnel mine (3.5)

· silent awe of their weapons

5) MISSION:

· mountains:  mosquito netting, machetes, canvas tarps, extra bug juice

· danger: mine detector (28), Toe Poppers, Bouncing Betties ("illusion of safety")

· ambushes & night missions: Bible & moccasins (Kiowa), night-sight vitamins (Jensen), brandy & M&M's (Kiley), star-light scope (Lavender, 6.3), girlfriend's pantyhose (Dobbins)

· GHOSTS

· tunnels:  explosives (68), wiring, detonators, clackers, earplugs (Jensen), 

6) SUPERSTITION:
· JC's pebble from Jersey Shore

· Dave Jensen's rabbit foot

· Norman Bowker's VC thumb (boy of 15/16, cut off by Mitch Sanders, "moral")

7) OTHER: (p.105) 
· USO stationary with pens & pencils, sterno, safety pins, flares, wires, razor blades, chewing tobacco, joss sticks & statuettes of Buddha, candles, grease pencils, The Stars and Stripes, fingernail clippers, Psy Ops leaflets, bush hats, bolos

· 2x week re-supply choppers

· 2-gallon water containers, insecticide (Dobbins), empty sand bags for extra protection (Jensen), tanning lotion (Strunk)

· chess sets, basketballs, 

· awards/medals, rank insignia, Code of Conduct cards, 

· Vietnamese-English dictionaries

· the country: mud, orange-red dust, the "whole atmosphere" (105) of "humidity, monsoons, the stink of fungus and decay" (105106)

8) SHARED WEIGHT (helped carry, rotated carrying)

· PRC-77 scrambler radio + battery (30)--shared weight

· "They shared the weight of memory" (105).

· each other, weak or injured

9) DISEASES:

· malaria, dysentery, lice, ringworms, 
· leeches, paddy algae, "various rots and molds" (105)

10) EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE: (108+)  

· throughout the story

· "Grief, terror, love, longing" (108) + COWARDICE (worst, "the heaviest burden of all")

· *oxymoron:  "too frightened to be cowards" (109).

· "masks" (109), actors in a play

· "just to avoid the blush of dishonor" (109)

· bravado? or chain reaction?

______________________________________________________________________________
HOW THEY DEALT
· smoked dope (*dulled senses, reactions to VC*)

· discarded items along the paths (*trail for VC to follow*)

· fantasized (Jimmy Cross @ Martha)

· temporary breakdowns (108)

· humor

· "hard vocabulary" (108)

· "stage presence" (108) 
· they = actors in play**

· dreams of freedom, returning home (109) "freedom birds" (helocopters & "real" birds)

· dreams of "obvious alternative":  "simply to close the eyes and fall" (109), or to shoot themselves in the foot/hand

· burned letters & pix, resolved to be better & less distracted

· attacked & burned Than Khe

______________________________________________________________________________TED LAVENDER'S DEATH
· pivotal event of the story

· hinted at:  99, 100

· discussed: 101, 104

· 4/16

· JC = distracted by his imagination (Martha)

· "Ted Lavender popped a tranquiller and went off to pee" (103).

· noise = all clapped Lee Strunk & made jokes when he came out of the tunnel + laughter 

· Strunk's ghost sound

· TL shot in the head, teeth broken, cheekbone missing, bruise under left eye

· Kiley's:  "he's dead" & Kiowa's "dropped down, like cement"

· revenge & guilt (p.106):  burned Than Khe to the ground; JC sobbed in his foxhole

· 4/17:  
· JC burned letters & pix, resolved to rule platoon better & w/o distraction; 
· they attacked Than Khe & burned it to the ground (revenge)

______________________________________________________________________________
LITERARY TERMS

SYMBOLISM:

· Martha 
· represents hope, fantasy, escape, dangerous distraction for Jimmy Cross ("Imagination was a killer." p.103; "...and now Ted Lavender was dead because he loved her so much.... p.101); 
· 4/16: despite the alarming silence "yet he could not bring himself to worry about matters of security" (104).

· Lavender's death represents Cross' distraction

· Martha's pebble from Jersey Shore:  found "...precisely where  the land touched the water at high tide, where things came together but also separated" (102); that had a "separate-but-together quality" and represented "a token of her truest feelings for him"; weightless, carried in her breast pocket (sexual? love?), sent by air

· pictures & pebble: make him wonder with whom she is spending time (jealousy) Who took the pix? Who was at the beach with her?

· tunnels:  claustrophobia, "compression in all ways" (103), "a swallowed up feeling" (103)---compressed by FEAR; "Dense, crushing love" (103).

· *SOLDIERS = LIFE:  
· these soldiers in the Vietnam jungle SYMBOLIZE humanity walking through the mortal world:  (p.106) 
· "the endless march;" "the hump was everything, a kind of inertia, a kind of emptiness, a dullness of desire and intellect and conscience and hope and human sensibility."

· fog (p.107):  "hollow and unattached"; fog of war, dullness of emotions (see previous "life")

· helicopters = "freedom birds" (109), freedom

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FORESHADOWING:

· JC= "distracted" 
· in 1st paragraph & always after looking at letters (99), 


· pictures (100) 
· or just thinking about Martha (103), 
· pebble (102)

· Ted Lavender's death:  hinted at 3X before discussed

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------THEMES:

· movies vs. reality (Bonnie & Clyde p.100; death scene p.101; VC boy & "Have Gun Will Travel" p.104)

· "Imagination is a killer" (103).

· "moral": (p.104): VC boy & thumb: carrying pouch of rice, rifle, 3 ammo magazines, wearing shorts & sandals; (p.108): @ Lavender's death "Stay away from drugs" while they're smoking TL's pot

· LIFE:  these soldiers in the Vietnam jungle SYMBOLIZE humanity walking through the mortal world:  (p.106) "the endless march;" "the hump was everything, a kind of inertia, a kind of emptiness, a dullness of desire and intellect and conscience and hope and human sensibility"

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
oxymoron:  

· "too frightened to be cowards" (109).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONNOTATION:

· to carry = to "hump" (p.100), "to march, walk" but implied "burden" 

______________________________________________________________________________QUESTIONS
1) What are the distinguishing characteristics of the STRUCTURE to "The Things They Carried?" (refrain = "The things they carried... + why, carried physically & emotionally; not chronological arrangement: flashbacks, around 4/16)

2) How does O'Brien develop characterization in his story? (what they carried & why = their "psychology" (p.101))

3) How is FEAR a character within the story?

What is the story's pivotal event? (4/16)

How were the men responsible for their own attacks, Ted Lavender's death? (distractions, pot/drugs, noise, discarding items in paths/leaving a trail)

What is projection & how does it explain their revenge on Than Khe? (can't stand aspect of self so "project" it onto another; DISPLACEMENT--take it out on another but not self)

OXYMORON:  How does Jimmy Cross resolutin to make them carry more/leave less --which will make "their loads heavier" (110)- actualy make their "emotional loads" lighter?  How is this a way of his relieving "The things men carried inside" (110)? (by making them more responsible & alert & cautious, they would not have to have another careless death)

How would setting this story in college (high school) affect it?  How would you write it?

4) IMagine you are an American soldier in Iraq:  What would you carry with you (physically, emotionally)?  How would you feel attacked by fear, the enemy, anti-war protests, failure stigma?

What is the STYLE-Tone = informal, like a soldier talking (profanity, technical terms for weapons & other items)(nothing pro-war or anti-war, just neutral, just realistic)


TITLE:

· "carried" physically

· "carried" emotionally

· to carry = to "hump" (p.100), "to march, walk" but implied "burden" (CONNOTATION)

QUESTIONS
(1) What does the TITLE word “carry” mean and suggest?

· "carried" physically

· "carried" emotionally

· to carry = to "hump" (p.100), "to march, walk" but implied "burden" (CONNOTATION)

(2) Who were the CHARACTERS and WHAT did they carry?

JIMMY CROSS:

· First Lieutenant

· 22

· letters & pictures from Martha (unrequited love)

· picture #1: Kodachrome snapshot, neutral expression before a brick wall

· picture #2: 1968 yearbook pix from Mount Sebastian women's volleyball, "action shot" in dig 

· "carried" love/longing, hope, "carried a torch"

· "cross" implies "all have a cross to bear" (burden)

· proof of unrequited love:

· nothing personal, affectionate in letters, never mentions the war ("take care of yourself")

· "Love, Martha" salutation that didn't mean "I love you"

· picture without expression, feeling

· memory of date: movie (Bonnie & Clyde) touched her knee & she looked at him "in a sad, somber way" (100).

· told he loved (b/c of her loneliness), she responded w/ a nod & looked away and then later he kissed her & she "received the kiss without returning it, her eyes wide open, not afraid, not a virgin's eyes, just flat and uninvolved" (104).

· (106) "he realized she did not love him and never would."

· realization & resolutions on p.109, 110 (burned letters & pictures)

· as LT:  compass, map, code books, binoculars, pistol, (responsibility & guilt)

· pebble from Jersey shore 

MARTHA:

· junior English major at Mount Sebastian College, New Jersey

· no last name

· respect for Chaucer, affection for Virginia Woolf

· * represents fantasy/escape/hope for Jimmy Cross

· "Not lonely, just alone" (104).

HENRY HOBBINS:

· big man

· extra rations (peaches & pound cake)

· gunner:  M-60 (23+), ammo (10-15)

· girlfriend's pantyhose

· insecticide

DAVE JENSEN:

· hygienic

· soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, mouthwash (stolen from hotel in Sydney on R&R)

· extra socks

· Dr. Scholl's foot powder

· rabbit's foot

· night-sight vitamins

· empty sand bags for extra protection

TED LAVENDER:

· scared

· tranquilizers, dope     

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

· star-light scope

MITCH SANDERS:

· Radio Telephone Operator

· radio telephone + battery (26 lbs.)

· condoms (copes through sex)

· brass knuckles

NORMAN BOWKER:

· gentle man (?writer, English major)

· diary

· thumb from VC boy

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

RAT KILEY:

· ? (joker)

· comic books 

· as medic:  morphine, plasma, malaria tablets, surgical tape, comic books, M&M's

· brandy & M&M's

KIOWA:

· religious (father = Sunday school teacher in OKC), Indian heritage (grandparents)

· illustrated New Testament (father)

· distrust of white man, feathered hunting hatchet (grandparents)

· Bible & moccasins

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

LEE STRUNK:

· ? (boy)

· sling shot ("weapon of last resort")

· *as PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

· tanning lotion
(3) What did they CARRY and WHY?

1) NECESSITY-SOP:

· can openers pocket knives heat tabs wrist watches dog tags, mosquito repellant gum candy cigarettes lighters matches sewing kits salt tablets Kool-Aid packets Military Payment Certificates C-rations water containers (= 15-20 lbs.)

· fatigue jackets & pants underwear steel helmet (5) jungle boots (2+) flak jackets (7+) bandages poncho (2, multi-purpose)

2) EXTRAS  (reflect their personalities)

· food, clothes, dope, condoms, diary, comic books, Bible

· all carried photographs

3) RANK & FIELD SPECIALTY:

· LT:  compass, map, code books, binoculars, pistol, (responsibility);

· RTO:  radio & battery (26)

· medic:  morphine, plasma, malaria tablets, surgical tape, comic books, M&M's

· gunner:  M-60 (23+), ammo (10-15)

· PFCs & Spec4s:  (grunts) M-16 rifle (8.2), 12-20 magazines in cloth wrapping (8-14), rifle maintenance gear (1), M-79 grenade launcher (5.9), 25-34 rounds (25oz., Lavender=34)

4) WEAPONS by HAPPENSTANCE ("catch-as-catch-can"):

· M-14s, CAR-15s, Swedish Ks, grease guns, 

· captured AK-47s, Chi-Coms, RPGs, Simonov carbines,

· black market Uzis, .38 caliber Smith & Wesson hand guns

· 66 mm LAWs, shotguns, silencers, blackjacks, bayonets, C-4 explosives

· all carried fragmentation grenades (14oz), M-18 colored smoke grenades (24oz)

· some carried white phosphorous grenades, Claymore anti-personnel mine (3.5)

· silent awe of their weapons

5) MISSION:

· mountains:  mosquito netting, machetes, canvas tarps, extra bug juice

· danger: mine detector (28), Toe Poppers, Bouncing Betties ("illusion of safety")

· ambushes & night missions: Bible & moccasins (Kiowa), night-sight vitamins (Jensen), brandy & M&M's (Kiley), star-light scope (Lavender, 6.3), girlfriend's pantyhose (Dobbins)

· GHOSTS

· tunnels:  explosives (68), wiring, detonators, clackers, earplugs (Jensen), 

6) SUPERSTITION:
· JC's pebble from Jersey Shore

· Dave Jensen's rabbit foot

· Norman Bowker's VC thumb (boy of 15/16, cut off by Mitch Sanders, "moral")

7) OTHER: (p.105) 

· USO stationary with pens & pencils, sterno, safety pins, flares, wires, razor blades, chewing tobacco, joss sticks & statuettes of Buddha, candles, grease pencils, The Stars and Stripes, fingernail clippers, Psy Ops leaflets, bush hats, bolos

· 2x week re-supply choppers

· 2-gallon water containers, insecticide (Dobbins), empty sand bags for extra protection (Jensen), tanning lotion (Strunk)

· chess sets, basketballs, 

· awards/medals, rank insignia, Code of Conduct cards, 

· Vietnamese-English dictionaries

· the country: mud, orange-red dust, the "whole atmosphere" (105) of "humidity, monsoons, the stink of fungus and decay" (105106)

8) SHARED WEIGHT (helped carry, rotated carrying)

· PRC-77 scrambler radio + battery (30)--shared weight

· "They shared the weight of memory" (105).

· each other, weak or injured

9) DISEASES:

· malaria, dysentery, lice, ringworms, 

· leeches, paddy algae, "various rots and molds" (105)

10) EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE: (108+)  

· throughout the story

· "Grief, terror, love, longing" (108) + COWARDICE (worst, "the heaviest burden of all")

· *oxymoron:  "too frightened to be cowards" (109).

· "masks" (109), actors in a play

· "just to avoid the blush of dishonor" (109)

bravado? or chain reaction?

(4) How did they DEAL with the stresses of war?

· smoked dope (*dulled senses, reactions to VC*)

· discarded items along the paths (*trail for VC to follow*)

· fantasized (Jimmy Cross @ Martha)

· temporary breakdowns (108)

· humor

· "hard vocabulary" (108)

· "stage presence" (108) 

· they = actors in play**

· dreams of freedom, returning home (109) "freedom birds" (helicopters & "real" birds)

· dreams of "obvious alternative":  "simply to close the eyes and fall" (109), or to shoot themselves in the foot/hand

· burned letters & pix, resolved to be better & less distracted

· attacked & burned Than Khe

______________________________________________________________________________

(5) What is the pivotal event (catalyst) in the story AND what happens?

TED LAVENDER'S DEATH
· pivotal event of the story

· hinted at:  99, 100

· discussed: 101, 104

· 4/16

· JC = distracted by his imagination (Martha)

· "Ted Lavender popped a tranquiller and went off to pee" (103).

· noise = all clapped Lee Strunk & made jokes when he came out of the tunnel + laughter 

· Strunk's ghost sound

· TL shot in the head, teeth broken, cheekbone missing, bruise under left eye

· Kiley's:  "he's dead" & Kiowa's "dropped down, like cement"

· revenge & guilt (p.106):  burned Than Khe to the ground; JC sobbed in his foxhole

· 4/17:  

· JC burned letters & pix, resolved to rule platoon better & w/o distraction; 

· they attacked Than Khe & burned it to the ground (revenge)

______________________________________________________________________________

(6) What is the CHRONOLOGY of the story?

· Dates with Martha:  Bonnie and Clyde movie; kiss good-night
· Mid-April:  tunnel-clearing missions

· 4/16:  Lee Strunk’s tunnel-clearing, Ted Lavender’s death, wrapping him in poncho, smoking his dope & waiting for the chopper

· 4/16:  men trashed Than Khe, shot chickens & dogs, “burned everything”; marched for hours; retold the death; JC cried; Kiowa retold death

· 4/17:  JC burned letters & photos, made resolutions

______________________________________________________________________________

(7) What LITERARY ELEMENTS are found within the story?
SYMBOLISM:

· Martha 

· represents hope, fantasy, escape, dangerous distraction for Jimmy Cross ("Imagination was a killer." p.103; "...and now Ted Lavender was dead because he loved her so much.... p.101); 

· 4/16: despite the alarming silence "yet he could not bring himself to worry about matters of security" (104).

· Lavender's death represents Cross' distraction

· Martha's pebble from Jersey Shore:  found "...precisely where  the land touched the water at high tide, where things came together but also separated" (102); that had a "separate-but-together quality" and represented "a token of her truest feelings for him"; weightless, carried in her breast pocket (sexual? love?), sent by air

· pictures & pebble: make him wonder with whom she is spending time (jealousy) Who took the pix? Who was at the beach with her?

· tunnels:  claustrophobia, "compression in all ways" (103), "a swallowed up feeling" (103)---compressed by FEAR; "Dense, crushing love" (103).

· *SOLDIERS = LIFE:  

· these soldiers in the Vietnam jungle SYMBOLIZE humanity walking through the mortal world:  (p.106) 

· "the endless march;" "the hump was everything, a kind of inertia, a kind of emptiness, a dullness of desire and intellect and conscience and hope and human sensibility."

· fog (p.107):  "hollow and unattached"; fog of war, dullness of emotions (see previous "life")

· helicopters = "freedom birds" (109), freedom

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FORESHADOWING:

· JC= "distracted" 

· in 1st paragraph & always after looking at letters (99), 


· pictures (100) 

· or just thinking about Martha (103), 

· pebble (102)

· Ted Lavender's death:  hinted at 3X before discussed

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THEMES:

· movies vs. reality (Bonnie & Clyde p.100; death scene p.101; VC boy & "Have Gun Will Travel" p.104)

· "Imagination is a killer" (103).

· "moral": (p.104): VC boy & thumb: carrying pouch of rice, rifle, 3 ammo magazines, wearing shorts & sandals; (p.108): @ Lavender's death "Stay away from drugs" while they're smoking TL's pot

· LIFE:  these soldiers in the Vietnam jungle SYMBOLIZE humanity walking through the mortal world:  (p.106) "the endless march;" "the hump was everything, a kind of inertia, a kind of emptiness, a dullness of desire and intellect and conscience and hope and human sensibility"

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

oxymoron:  

· "too frightened to be cowards" (109).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONNOTATION:

· to carry = to "hump" (p.100), "to march, walk" but implied "burden" 

CHARACTERIZATION:
· what they carried = “psychology” (101)

· how they dealt with Ted Lavender’s death

__________________________________________________________________________________________ (8) How does Tim O’Brien create characterization?

· what they carried = “psychology” (101)
· how they dealt with Ted Lavender’s death

__________________________________________________________________________________________ (9) What textual evidence do we have of Jimmy Cross’ self-deception with regard to Martha (proof of unrequited love)?  What evidence evinces that he was not totally deluded?
· nothing personal, affectionate in letters, never mentions the war ("take care of yourself")

· "Love, Martha" salutation that didn't mean "I love you"

· picture without expression, feeling

· memory of date: movie (Bonnie & Clyde) touched her knee & she looked at him "in a sad, somber way" (100).

· told he loved (b/c of her loneliness), she responded w/ a nod & looked away and then later he kissed her & she "received the kiss without returning it, her eyes wide open, not afraid, not a virgin's eyes, just flat and uninvolved" (104).

· (106) "he realized she did not love him and never would."

· realization & resolutions on p.109, 110 (burned letters & pictures)

__________________________________________________________________________________________ (10) How does Tim O’Brien structure the story?

· Jimmy Cross and Martha (his realization)

· Ted Lavender’s death

· refrain (“The things they carried….”)—what they carried and why

· repeated elements:

· TL’s death (6 times)

· psychological burdens

· what they carried

· their ways of dealing with stress, danger

· non-linear/flashback

· 11 parts

_______________________________________________________________________________________
(11) How is FEAR a character within the story?

(12) How were the men responsible for their own attacks, Ted Lavender's death? (distractions, pot/drugs, noise, discarding items in paths/leaving a trail)

(13) What is projection & how does it explain their revenge on Than Khe? (can't stand aspect of self so "project" it onto another; DISPLACEMENT--take it out on another but not self)

(14) Explain the following OXYMORON:  How does Jimmy Cross resolution to make them carry more/leave less --which will make "their loads heavier" (110) -- actually make their "emotional loads" lighter?  How is this a way of his relieving "The things men carried inside" (110)? (by making them more responsible & alert & cautious, they would not have to have another careless death)

(15) How would SETTING this story in college (HS) affect it?  How would you write it?

(16) Imagine you are an American soldier in IRAQ:  What would you carry with you (p/e)?  How would you feel attacked by fear, the enemy, anti-war protests, failure stigma?

(17) What is the STYLE-Tone = informal, like a soldier talking (profanity, technical terms for weapons & other items)(nothing pro-war or anti-war, just neutral, just realistic)
(18)  MARTHA:

· What kind of character is she? (flat, round, stock)

· Is she objectified?  Is this bad/wrong of Jimmy to do?

· What does she symbolize? (to Jimmy, to the story)

· Why does she write him letters & send him photos and objects if she does not love him?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(journal prompts)

· What do you think happens after our story ends?  Do you think Jimmy Cross will live up to the resolution he made?  Will other men be killed?

· from #1 on p.112:  take a physical object that you carry with you --> in your book bag, purse, wallet, pockets, car (car decorations), key chain; then DESCRIBE it in detail (sense details), tell its story (NARRATION), then conclude by explaining (ILLUSTRATION) why it is important to you/how it reflects your personality

· *movies vs. reality (death scenes in movies)

· Billy Joel lyrics related to story

(group prompts)

· structure (11 parts, with titles/headings)

· characters (what carried, personality, job)

· chronology (put the story in chronological order)

· Martha & Jimmy (proof that she doesn't love him, proof that he knows)

