Luzerne County Community College

Standard Course Syllabus

Course Number:
ENG  104 

Course Title              Advanced Composition: Writing About Literature

Department:              English
Credits:  3
Lecture hours:  3
Laboratory hours:
Clinical hours:

Prerequisites: 
English 101 English Composition I

Corequisites:   none

Course Description: This writing intensive course is designed to develop awareness of literature as being central to all the arts, to increase levels of literacy and critical faculties, and to broaden understanding of the human condition. Students will develop writing, research and critical thinking skills through diverse reading assignments, writing assignments, and class discussion. By reading poetry, short/long fiction or drama, students learn how to analyze what they have read. To assist them towards this end, students will apply literary terms as they respond to the literature. In addition, students will support their analysis and assert their conclusions through careful and well-documented research using Modern Language Association (MLA) citation methods. 

Course Goals:
This course provides students the opportunity to:

1. learn and use basic vocabulary of literary terms necessary for the interpretation of

             literature.

2. 
discuss literature toward the aim of written interpretation.

2. Understand that literature is a reflection of an author’s attitudes, conflicts and feelings. 

3. Recognize and use such methods of writing as annotation, explication,  interpretation and comparative literature. 

5.
be able to use the major facilities, services and tools of the college library

6.
Utilize methods of documentation using Modern Language Association    

            guidelines.


Student Learning Objectives or Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Goal 1:

1a. Define essential literary terms such as plot, character, point of view, setting, 

      theme, style, climax, motivation, foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, irony, 

     denouement. .

1b. Identify literary elements in selected readings presented through class discussion.

1c.  Identify literary elements in selected readings presented through essays of

       varying length.

Goal 2:

         2a. read selections from short/long nonfiction prose, poetry or drama

         2b. analyze literary works through classroom discussion and written responses.

Goal 3:

         3a. research author background and historical reference of a literary work

Goal 4:

4a. translate a literary topic into a thesis statement

4b. plan a unified, coherent and effective development of the thesis within an

      appropriate rhetorical method.

4c. support the thesis using specific evidence and concrete detail.

Goal 5:

5a. search for supporting materials to include in writing assignments from library   

      holdings. 

      5b. use non-print indexes to locate articles for use in writing.

      5c. use search engines and online databases to locate electronic sources for use in     

             writing.

Goal 6:

      6a. write an interpretive theme, which is documented utilizing current MLA 

               guidelines. 

Sequence of Topics:

1.  Fiction

A. Narration

B. Short Story/Novel

C. Elements of Fiction

2. Poetry

A. Elements of Poetry

3. Drama

A. Elements of Drama

4. Writing about literature

A. Explication

B. Abstracts of research articles

C. Interpretation

D. Comparative literature

E. Multi-patterned, documented paper

5. Research methods

A. print sources

B. non-print sources

6. 
Modern Language Association methods of documentation

Assessment and Grading
The following are acceptable assessment methods for this course:

1. Minimum word count of 750-1000 words per assignment for explication, interpretation, comparative literature. Minimum word count of 1500 words per final, documented paper. 3-5 abstracts of researched articles per semester. 

2. Drafts

3. Outlines

4. Quizzes

5. Tests

6. Documented Papers

7. Oral Presentations

8. Journals

Reference, Resources, and Learning Materials

Text:

McMahan, Elizabeth, Susan X. Day, and Robert Funk, eds. Literature and the Writing  

    
 Process, 10h ed. Upper Saddle River: Prentice, 2014.

 (Optional)  Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 
                  (Current edition) New York: MLA. 


Additional References


Dictionary


Thesaurus

Required Equipment: media space device
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