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NATURALISM

CHARACTERISTICS:
· applies scientific method to literature:

· OBJECTIVITY and DETACHMENT
· objective observation to study humans (journalism)
· Objectivity ( helps to understand the FORCES that govern human lives

· External FORCES:
· INSTINCTS and PASSIONS

· HEREDITY and ENVIRONMENT and CHANCE
· Humans = animals

· = beasts, immutable bestiality, “human beasts” (E. Zola)

· Study animals in natural habitat, with relationship to surroundings/environment

· Humans = studied without moralizing about their natures (objective, detached)

· Humans = “products”, like virtue & vice = products

· “Social Darwinism”

· Naturalism = “pessimistic materialistic determinism” “Calvinism without God”

· Naturalism & Realism:

· Realism focuses on literary technique VS. Naturalism
· Realism (1870s, 1880s) VS. Naturalism (late 1890s)
· Both use local & contemporary
CHARACTERS:  

· un-heroic, common man, middle-to-lower classes

· governed by forces beyond their control (heredity, environment, passions)

· free will & choice = hamstrung by forces

SETTINGS:
· urban settings

· common, unheroic, unadventurous

· “the dull round of daily existence”

STYLE and PLOTS:

· journalistic (Stephen Crane), objective, detached (not “Open Boat”)

· panoramic slice-of-life 

· “chronicle of despair”

· acts of violence (sexual, physical strength) ( end in desperation & violent deaths (“Open Boat”)

THEMES:

· survival

· determinism

· violence

· taboo

· “beast within”
· external forces affect & afflict (heredity & environment)
· warring emotions 

· lust

· greed

· will to power

· fight for survival in amoral, indifferent universe
· conflict:

· man against nature

· man against self
· struggle to retain “veneer of civilization” as Forces threaten to release “beast within”

· free will = illusion, often ironic, futile free will
AUTHORS:

· Frank Norris

· Theodore Dreiser

· Jack London

· Stephen Crane

· Edith Wharton

· Ellen Glasgow
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Realism(Naturalism

**Philosophical Belief:   everything that exists is a part of nature & can be explained by natural & material causes, not by supernatural, spiritual, paranormal causes

Influenced by:
· Darwin:  biological theories (controlled by biological forces)

· Comte:   application of scientific ideas to study society (scientific method)

· Taine:  application of deterministic theories to literature (determinism)
Focus:
· Deficiencies of social environments

· Shortcomings of human beings

France:

· Goncourt Brothers:  1865 Germinie Lacerteux




analytical investigation of squalid life of peasant girl
· Emila Zola:   Therese Racquin  1868 preface, calls self “naturalist”

scientifically clinical, like a pathologist, physiologist

the impoverished, underprivileged
focus=environment & heredity
20 novels=social history of a family
· influenced(Guy de Maupassant
· Germany

· Russia (Ibsen, Chekov, Strindberg, Tolstoy, Gorki)
· USA (Theo Dreiser, Stephen Crane)
