WHAT IS a POEM?
· A short story condensed 

· From “concentrate” – just add the water of your imagination (needs dilution)

· compressed, distilled, dense, nutritive value

· “Condensed by contraction of volume, with proportional increase of strength.”

· without superfluity, excess

· Subjective

· Emotional

· Lyrical (expresses thoughts, feelings of a single speaker)

· Narrative

· Descriptive

· Argumentative

· Philosophical (waxes philosophic, embodies a philosophy)

· Metaphoric

· Dramatic

· Didactic (teaches, preaches, imparts knowledge)

· Good poetry:  

· unique

· poetic elements (properly handled)

· consistent

· controlled

· form = function

Robert Francis (1901-) (1950)

“Catch”

Two boys uncoached are tossing a poem together,

Overhand, underhand, backhand, sleight of hand, every hand,

Teasing with attitudes, latitudes, interludes, altitudes,

High, make him fly off the ground for it, low, make him stoop,

Make him scoop it up, make him as-almost-as possible miss it,

Fast, let him sting from it, now, now fool him slowly,

Anything, everything tricky, risky, nonchalant,

Anything under the sun to outwit the prosy,

Over the tree and the long sweet cadence down,

Over his head, make him scramble to pick up the meaning,

And now, like a posy, a pretty one plump in his hands.

Donald Finkel (1929-) (1966)

“Hands”

The poem makes truth a little more disturbing,

like a good bra, lifts it and holds it out

in both hands. (In some of the flashier stores

there's a model with the hands stitched on, in red or black.)

Lately the world you wed, for want of such hands,

sags in the bed beside you like a tired wife.

For want of such hands, the face of the moon is bored,

the tree does not stretch and yearn, nor the groin tighten.

Devious or frank, in any case,

the poem is calculated to arouse.

Lean back and let its hands play freely on you:

there comes a moment, lifted and aroused,

when the two of you are equally beautiful.

WHAT IS BAD POETRY?
· mixed metaphors
· poor similes and metaphors (“my wife is a shirt”)

· poor diction-word choice

· wrong word

· inappropriate word 

· poor word choice

· wrong sound of a word

· form does not equal function (style does not fit the content or message)

· inappropriate diction

· unsuitable style 

· inapt form for the occasion

· inconsistent tone

· all emotion, no skill

· ad misericordium

· sentimentality

· “bathos”:  bad pathos; when overly sentimental works move to laughter instead of tears

· lack of control over language, emotion, vision

· creates unintended reaction 
· unwittingly comic

· unintentionally antagonizing

· does not say what intended it to say/mean

· unconscious of double meanings

· too contrived (trying too hard, overly ingenious)

· trite, banal, hackneyed

· lacks originality

· clichés, pat expressions, trite maxims, platitudes

· stale phrasing and imagery

· too aphoristic, preachy, didactic, 

· smacks of moral or intellectual superiority 

· self-aggrandizing, self-indulgent

· only of private value

· so personal only the poet gets it

· the extreme opposite of banality

· self-indulgent

· too derivative

· too much impersonation, imitation

· ripping off the Greats

· forced rhyme scheme 

· (come up with a word to make a rhyme, rather than using a word that arises from the thought/feeling)

· too mechanical
· metronome rhythm

· robotic, “by t’ book”

“What is a poem?”
A poem is from concentrate….

-A poem lies in concentrate,

its volume contracted; its strength/potency increased;

waiting for the dilution of your imagination
-waiting to be mixed with the ___ from fancy’s blessed font

-chill, serve, ratiocinate

-a poet posies in concentrate

-distilled to its (nutritive/nutritious, sustentative, substantive) essence

-mushy goop

-lies meaninglessly inert until a reader thumbs through the frozen tome (collection, catalogue, anthology) and….

-suspended animation

-open freezer door = open book

-reads its contents/directions for mixing

-adds water, stirs with the imagination, ratiocination

-ponder = to chill

-____   = to drink, enjoy, refresh, sated thirst, quenched, nourished soul and wit
-chill, serve, absorb

-sate your thirst, refresh your wit, nourish your soul

