WRITING ABOUT POETRY
I. LITERAL LEVEL
· Paraphrase:  (parts)

· put lines into your own words

· simplify the language and syntax

· Summarize: (whole)

· the gist/thrust of the entire work

· succinct, short

II. ANALYTICAL LEVEL
· Explication:

· “close reading”

· line-by-line analysis

· tone, persona, imagery, symbolism, meter, …

· how the poetic elements work together to form a unified whole & reveal hidden meanings

· Edgar Allan Poe’s “unity of effect”

· * arrive at a conclusion about the work

· Analysis:

· focus on a single poetic element

· note its relationship to the whole, especially in terms of meaning
III. HOW to QUOTE POETRY
· Slash marks:  word space slash space word
· Line numbers: end quote space (line #) – no “line” or “#,” just the numeral
· End punctuation: include ? or ! - otherwise, save . for after citation   
· Ellipses:  word space . space . space . space word
· Quoting multiple lines:  block quote style (indent all, no “ ”); period at the end space (line #s)
· Brackets:  when you change a letter or a word
