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WILLIAM WORDSWORTH
(1772-1850)

* memory & evaluation
* nature metaphors

* nature = teacher

* childhood = nature:

· innocence/joy of childhood = innocence/joy of nature

· Man = Nature (LINK)

* BLAKE:  

· innocence of youth

· link with nature (Man = Nature) (LINK)

· loss of innocence (in adulthood; “civilization,” Fallen Man)

· FALLEN WORLD = city 

· (civilization, industrialization, materialism, institutionalization)
· BROTHERHOOD:

· share, community

· re-establish LINK

· DISCONNECT:

· with Nature, with society, with Self

· state of FALLEN MAN

* Solutions to “DISCONNECT”:
· society-brotherhood

· nature

· memory (of childhood innocence)
· Death:

· natural:  cycle of life

· re-unification:  rejoin nature

· restoration & reconnect = 

· (1) through remembering what it was like to be a child (“TA”)
· innocence + experience

· child = father to the man

· sense of wonder in the world

· (2) reconnect with nature (“Tintern Abbey” “Michael”)
· see the beauty

· interact with nature, become one with nature

· tap into its energies

· (3) reconnect to society (“Michael” “Ruined Cottage”)
· share time & experiences with someone

· pass on to the next generation (children)

· which cannot be done with Neoclassical language/style, rationalization

· (4) Faith & Perseverance (“Ode Imitations” “Michael” “R & I”)
· be like nature:  see storms (hardships, misfortunes, loss) as natural part of life

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· born Cockermouth, in Cumberland
· near the Lake District 

· WW explored this scenic mountain region of NW England in his childhood

· ( formulated his “Romantic” inclinations ****

· April 7, 1772
· father:  John Wordsworth, law agent

· for Sir James Lowther

· “richest and most powerful political magnate in the north-west” (l.e.)

· ( “lived rent free in the most impressive house and grounds in Cockermouth High Street” (literaryencyclopedia.com)
· elder brother Richard (1768)
· younger siblings, in order:

· Dorothy (1771), John (1772), Christopher (1774)
· 1778:  WW = 8
· mother died

· WW = sent to school at Hawkshead Grammar School
· his love of reading & poetry began, encouraged

· with 3 brothers at Ann Tyson’s cottage
· ** WW roams the countryside, meets cottagers, shepherds, wanderers
· 1783: WW = 13

· father died (now Wordsworth & siblings = orphans)
· father = owed $$$ by Sir James Lowther (see 1802)

· still at Hawkshead

· 1787-91:
· St. John’s College, Cambridge University

· on a scholarship

· ** uninspired by the Classical education (Neoclassicism)

· ( independent studying, long countryside walks, poetry writing

· 1790:

· summer before his final semester = walking tour of Europe (Switzerland & France)

· (instead of studying for his Comprehensive Exams)

· WW & Robert Jones spent the summer in the Alps & France

· ** great influence on rest of his life, poetry

· FRENCH REVOLUTION:

· ** radicalized his political thinking

· ** sympathies for the common man
· his causes, speech, lifestyle

· 1st anniversary of the storming of the Bastille (July 14)

· ( Prelude 6
· “Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive, / But to be young was heaven!” (Prelude)
· 1791:
· college degree

· 4 months in London, Wales, France

· in Wales:  climbed Mt. Snowdon ( Prelude 14
· 1791-92:
· back to France

· “democrat”

· supporter of French Revolution

· falls in love with Annette Fallon (no marriage)

· Catholic, Royalist

· they have a daughter, Caroline 
· BUT Annette & he = not married

· BUT WW left France for England before Caroline = born
· back to England 

· December of 1792

· b/c of lack of $$$$$ 
· b/c of declaration of WAR between England and France (1793)
· ** DISILLUSIONMENT;

· 1793:  advent of the Reign of Terror in France

· followed by reign of Napoleon Bonaparte

· “I lost / All feeling of conviction, and …Yielded up moral questions in despair” (Prelude)
· 1793:  1st published poetry collections:

· An Evening Walk
· Descriptive Sketches
· BREAKDOWN:

· guilt over not seeing daughter, Caroline

· guilt over drifting apart with Annette

· divided loyalties between England & France

· gradual disillusion with the French Revolution

· (Prelude 10, 11)

· Rebound:

· * 1795:  
· Raisley Calvert, friend, dies & leaves WW $$$$ (£900)

· (  WW could live off poetry

· lives with sister Dorothy at Racedown
· meets ST Coleridge **

· * 1797:  moves to Alfoxden House
· 4 miles away from STC at Nether Stowey
· 1798: 

· LYRICAL BALLADS with a Few Other Poems ***

· initially published anonymously
· disapprovingly/disdainfully received by critics & poets

· 23 poems

· 19 by WW (“Tintern Abbey”)

· 4 by STC, including Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
· WONDER:
· WW:  to “give the charm of novelty to subjects everyday life”
· STC:  to let his imagination roam over more unusual & supernatural subject matter

· 1799:

· moved to Dove Cottage, Grasmere
· STC at Greta Hall, Keswick (13 miles away)
· 1800:

· 2nd edition to LYRICAL BALLADS ***

· expanded

· written in Germany (1789-90)

· ( homesick

· famous Preface to Lyrical Ballads ***

· enunciated the principles of the new criticism

· WW’s theory of poetry

· “all good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful emotions recollected in tranquility”

· subject matter = “humble and rustic life”

· language = common speech, as of “man speaking to man”

· anti-Neoclassicism

· against hierarchy of poetry (epic = #1, lyric = worst)

· “Ruined Cottage”
· 1802:

· $$$ owed to his father by Lord Lansdale

· returned to France (#3) with Dorothy

· 4 weeks

· to meet Caroline

· settlement with Annette Vallen

· later that year, WW married Mary Hutchinson

· childhood friend/schoolmate (see Poe’s 2nd wife)

· WW and Mary had 5 children together

· Mid-life disasters: (BUT prosperous, popular)

· 1805:

· favorite brother, John, a sea captain, wrecked in a storm

· 1812:

· 2 of his 5 children died

· Catherine & John

· 1810:

· culmination of estrangement with STC = open quarrel

· * WW’s powers & revolutionary zeal began to fade

· (see PB Shelley’s “To Wordsworth”)

· 1830+:

· physical & mental decline of sister Dorothy

· 1813:

· Stamp Distributor (revenue collector)

· 1843:

· named “poet laureate”

· ( money/stipend

· ( prestige
· 1847:  death of his daughter, Cora
· 1850:

· Prelude
· its poems = written throughout his life
· frequently revised
· chronicle WW’s spiritual life
· marks the birth of a new genre of poetry
· published posthumously 
· (by his wife Mary, 3 months after WW’s death on April 23, 1850, at Rydal Mount, England)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LYRICAL BALLADS
“We are 7”

· written at Alfoxden, spring of 1798
· girl he met at Goodrich Castle

· 8 year old girl, curly hair, rustic

· 6 brothers, 1 sister (“7”)

· though separated, “we are 7”

· not separated by death or distance

· notions of Death

· * BLAKE:

· Innocence:  rustic, simple faith, love

“Lines Written in Early Spring”
· nature (birds, trees, flowers) = happy
· “plan” = tap into nature

· pleasure = communing with nature
· re-establishes LINK to nature

· “And much it grieved my heart to think / What made has made of man.”

· “pleasant thoughts bring sad thoughts to mind”

· alone with nature

· * BLAKE:

· LINK with nature

· Experience has taught him the inhumanity of humanity

“Expostulation and Reply”

· alone with nature
· BOOKS vs. NATURE

· we feel with or without wills (natural, inherent)

· Matthew = friend

· nature = teacher

· communing with nature 

· watch & receive:

· “in our wise passiveness”

· “Let Nature be your teacher”

· “our meddling intellect” (BLAKE)

“Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey”
· (1798)

· painting = J.M.W. Turner 1794
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composed while on a walking tour with his sister Dorothy

· along the River Wye, which winds along the border between Wales & England, empties into the Bristol Channel

· Tintern Abbey = in a deep valley at the edge of River Wye

· 1793:  WW had been there 5 years earlier (see 1st lines)
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August 1793 = 23

· July 13, 1798 = 28
· Reviews the past
· Evaluates the present
· Anticipates the future
· Tintern Abbey = ruin from another civilization

· IMAGES:

· waters, cliffs

· sycamore (resting under a “dark sycamore” surveying the scene)

· orchard-tufts with unripe/green fruit, hedge rows, farm houses with smoke

· “the still, sad music of humanity”

·  (remembers the scene:)

· (1) sensations sweet

· (2) tranquil restoration

· (3) influence on unremembered joys – GOOD ACTS (of kindness & love)

· (4) blessed mood that lightens the weight of the world

· “we see into the life of things”

· Imagination = sparked by joy, “mood”

· (BLAKE)

· while alone, while in cities:  he thinks @ TA when he’s down, worried, sad, alone

· memory = “life and food” for the future

· “And so I dare to hope, tho changed no doubt from what I was when first I came among these hills”
· * we change, become different BUT places stay the same

· 5 years later, he = older, different

· then had just received college degree, experienced disillusionment

· then = innocence, now = experience (BLAKE)
· now in “rebound” with money, inspiration, Lyrical Ballads
· now has direction, purpose

· BUT Tintern Abbey = still the same

· 3 STAGES:

· (1) youth:  a young boy’s purely physical responsiveness (exercise, escape)

· (2) post-adolescence: a young man’s aching, dizzy, equivocal passions 

· (when 1st came) (w/o cares of the world)

· (3) adult:  adds thought to sense, knowledge of suffering enriches the scene (present, 28)

· BLAKE:  

· loss of innocence in adulthood, civilization

· LINK man & nature 

· linked by a sublime force:  “something” in all, an “anchor, guide, nurse”

· Dorothy:

· younger than 28, her 1st time

· WW reconnects through her initial youthful/innocent reactions

· someone to SHARE this experience with (BROTHERHOOD)

· WW sees his younger self in her

· nature = teacher:

· educational power of nature

· world cannot change what he “learned”

· ** spirit engages the world
· KL and “gilded cages”

· more than senses

· young boy & young man = sense experience 

· adult has:

· knowledge of Fallen World

· lessons from nature
Preface
· 3rd edition 1802 (2nd edition 1800)
· keep it SIMPLE:

· simple, honest, real

· feelings, nature, language, people

· COMMON man:

· middle & lower classes

· “democratic” ( French Revolution

· “incidents and situations from common life”

· 1st edition = advertisement @ experiment

· 2nd edition = preface, not experiments; what good poetry is

ATTACK on 18thC NEOCLASSICAL Poetry:
· poetic diction, genre, subjects, decorum

· no hierarchy of poetic genre 
· epic, tragedy, comedy, satire, pastoral, lyric

· rejects decorum:  that diction & subject matter must conform to the status of literary kind

· real people:  
· peasants, children, outcasts, idiots, criminals

· can be the subjects of serious poetry

· (see his time at Anne Tyson’s cottage, while at Hawkshead GS)

· real language:

· “really used by men”

· no difference between prose & verse

· Neoclassicism:  in poetry, language has to be elevated by special diction & figures of speech to match the dignity of the genre

· not just vocabulary & syntax

· but true emotion – not contrived & artful constructions

· not REASON, intellect, but IMAGINATION, heart

· “words without thoughts” (Hamlet)

· “true voice of feeling” 

· LINK:  man & nature

· mind = mirror of nature

· transcends time

· Scientist vs. Poet

· WONDER:

· show “ORDINARY things” in “unusual way”

· teach the rest of us who do not see

· “essential passions of the heart”
· BLAKE
POETIC THEORY:
· “For all good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: and though this be true, Poems to which any value can be attached were never produced on any variety of subjects but by a man who, being possessed of more than usual organic sensibility, had also thought long and deeply.”

· perspective = reordered, shaped

· * at the moment of composition

· before = prior thought & poetic skill
· ** (original experience, chaos) ( (recollections in tranquility, order) ( (emotion builds up) ((composition, emotion + skill, ordered chaos)
· thoughts:  modify & direct feelings 
· thoughts:  representatives of past feelings

· make ASSOCIATIONS (metaphoric language—see BLAKE)

MODEN AGE:  (and need for Imaginative Poetry, p.1385)

· Imaginative Poetry:  keeps us emotionally alive & morally sensitive (i.e., “human”) in a modern era (i.e., “dehumanizing”) of technological and increasingly urban society with its mass media and mass culture that threaten to blunt the mind’s “discriminatory powers” and “reduce it to a state of almost savage torpor” (indifference, lethargy, stupidity, laziness, gullibility, credulity)

· Modern forces: 
· war, urbanization, mass media, mass culture, technology, uniformity/conformity (Information Age)

· (1) produce cravings for outrageous stimulation 

· ( (a) “extreme sports,” cheap thrills, gratuitousness, lowest common denominator

· ( (b) “pop art” & other fads (for WW’s 18thC = ) 

· Gothic terror (Anne Radcliffe, Matthew G. Lewis)

· sentimental melodramas (A. von Kotzebue) 
· (2) separate, divide, alienate us from our own essential nature (BLAKE’S “Universal Man”) and fellow humans

· FALLEN MAN = isolated, separated, disintegrated
· Blake, Milton, Shakespeare
· PSC
GREAT POET (p.1388)

· “man speaking to men”

· general, universal

· more sensitive, greater knowledge of human nature, spirit of life

· motivates & is motivated by primal human values
· joy of life

· reverence for all life

· pleasure in anything that enhances life

· “rock of defense of human nature; an upholder and preserver, carrying everywhere with him relationship and love”

· brotherhood, connection

· see PB Shelley’s “West Wind” (“Destroyer & Preserver”)

· see BLAKE:  man = essentially good

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lucy Poems
· 1799
· homesick in Germany (with Dorothy & STC, fall of 1798)

· Lucy = not Lucy Gray
· 5 parts/poems
· “Strange fits of passion have I known…”
· tells  of his relationship/experience with “Lucy”

· “She Dwelt among the Untrodden Ways”
· isolated from rest of the world 
· by her home

· by her looks

· unique, her own way, diamond in the ruff

· died alone, not missed

· he saw the difference

· “I traveled among unknown men”
· 1800

· homesick for England

· “Three years she grew in sun and shower”
· Nature speaks, takes Lucy as its “child” (she dies)

· she = nature’s child

· glee

· supportive

· storm

· “How soon my Lucy’s race was run!”

· nature = teacher

· she taught him to appreciate nature

· “A slumber did my spirit seal”
· 1800

· she didn’t seem to age, above the world & its cares

· now she’s part of nature (not worshipper, observer)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”

· 1804, 1807
· alone with nature

· thousands of daffodils dancing by a lake

· nature simile

· speaker = happy watching them 

· (the sensitive poet)

· did not realize the effect until later

· (recollected in tranquility)

· when alone AND pensive
· emotion returns, he = happy again & his heart “dances with the daffodils”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“My Heart Leaps Up”

· March 26, 1802
· * summary of WW’s philosophy, poetic theory *

· natural imagery

· “natural piety” – natural theology, celebration of nature

· childhood = innocence

· only way to reconnect = remember childhood innocence

· link to nature:  nature = happy, he = happy

· covenant between man & nature

· youth – adulthood – old age = linked (when remember)

· “to see” (Blake) ---- or else I’d rather die

· spontaneous emotion

· an ordinary sight (of a “rainbow in the sky”)

· PARADOX:  “the child is the father to the man”

· teaches innocence

· reminds the adult what it was like as a child

· childlike WONDER, innocence

· religion of nature = “natural piety”

· when I was a child, now that I am a man, later when I am old = was able to “see” the beauty of nature & feel emotion

· would rather be dead, if not connected to nature, if he doesn’t see beauty, feel emotion

· “or let me die!”

· rainbow = not God’s covenant with man (won’t destroy the world again through water, but fire)

· rainbow = but WW’s covenant with nature

· rainbow:  links his life (past, present, future)

· CHILD: 

· honest reactions

· no deceit

· connected to nature

· free, unbound

· simple needs, feelings, desires

· (uncomplicated by adulthood, civilization, “experience”--BLAKE)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“The Ruined Cottage”

· 1797-98
· suffering = 

· undeserved

· unrationalized

· w/o negligence

· Cycle of Life:

· life — death — decay

· back to nature

· see “Lucy” poems

· nature = oblivious to suffering

· Naturalism of Stephen Crane
· Old Man:

· fellow traveler & friend
· Armytage

· reclining in shade on Bench – w/o care, at ease, “rustic” common man

· opposite of Speaker – toiling in the heat of summer noon

· LINK = broken between man & nature
· well = reciprocal
· contact (not stagnant)

· comfort (thirst)

· BLAKE:  Fallen MAN

· signs of neglect, “ruin”:
· overgrown garden

· well = ½-choked with weeds

· water = still

· spider web in the well

· 4 naked walls

· broken wall around garden

· nettles rot

· snakes, colt, cow, ass

· flowers = dead

· ARTISTS: (155)

· suffer in tough times

· cannot live by their trade

· Poe, Hawthorne

· no other skills

· art = 1st casualty

· * pessimistic:

· we die, all we love dies & changes

· the good die young

· “the good die first and they whose hearts are dry as summer dust burn to the socket” (96)

· Margaret:

· welcomed everyone

· water from the well

· always kind & smiling

· made all feel loved

· “nature’s child”

· secluded

· happy like nature

· flowers

· well

· cope with hardships

· see “Lucy poems”

· Robert:

· husband

· hard worker, industrious

· see “Michael”

· work before dawn until after dark

· 2 children

· 10 years ago:

· bad harvest

· bad winter

· war

· Margaret easily & cheerfully coped with changes & hardships

· 2 years later:  

· Robert = sick with “fever”

· lived, but little food & money left
· changed:  bad temper, lost good humor, cruel to the kids

-------------------------------------------------PART TWO (205+)------------------------------------------
· GOOD POETRY = 

· good storytelling

· made Margaret seem as if he knew her & loved her

· (feel what author feels—honest, real emotion—contrast to Neoclassicism)

· simple story

· told familiarly

· with active face & busy eye

· told with passion, in touch with feelings that had then & have now

· *immediacy of emotions

· subject/story seem present

· vivid, descriptive

· weave spell

· see “Resolution & Independence”

· see “A Revelation”

· suspense:  

· diversions, stops

· make them beg for more, draw them in

· immediacy of emotions:
· present tense

· vivid details

· metaphors

· Old Man  feels them again as he tells the story

· “it would have grieved you“”

· common tale:

· happens often

· “a tale of silent suffering”

· Old Man:

· out of country during bad years

· returns, looking forward to seeing Margaret

· expectations & disappointments

· she: thinks, hopes Old Man = Robert coming home

· false hopes, cruel hope

· Robert = gone 2 months; enlisted in the militia 

· (enlisted for $$$ and food, to get away—shame??)

· Old Man leaves early spring (after trying to cheer her), returns late summer

· appearances:

· Margaret seemed cheered when Old Man left
· Cottage seemed unchanged, cleaned, cheerful before
· changes = 

· garden:

· rose = dragged off wall by bindweed, bent to ground

· daisy, thrift, chamomile, thyme = used to deck the paths, now grow over the paths

· Margaret:

· gone, walks often (searching for Robert??)

· left her baby alone ?!

· lost oldest child to the Church ( apprenticing service-boy

· she = rose/garden

· changed, dragged down to ground by life/weeds

· cries all the time, neglects the baby, neglects the garden, 

· eyes droops, low voice, can’t look in the eyes, body subdued (DEPRESSION)

· absent-minded neglect of the cottage (“distracted”)

· LINK:  man = nature

· Margaret = garden/flowers = cottage

· Old Man:  goes, returns before the spring
· she = sad, drooping

· no new news @ Robert

· house = neglected

· books scattered

· garden = ground is hard, weeds, high grass, herbs & flowers = trampled or gnawed, young apple tree = choke & nibbled

· baby:

· = young apple tree

· DIES

· Margaret left Robert’s things as they were

· she begs Old Man to ask @ Robert (leaves her last time)

· cruel:  she always thinks Robert = returning

· “torturing hope” – high hopes, get hopes up, desperate expectations

· 5 years:  between life & death (“wife and widow”)

· she won't leave, won’t give up

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WORDSWORTHEAN:
· Covenants:

· Margaret & Michael

· keeping their end of the bargain

· Robert & Luke can come home b/c loved and forgiven
· Bench:

· symbolic

· where Margaret died waiting

· where Old Man waiting

· where Speaker & Old Man tell story

· * links all 3

· Nature:

· oblivious to human suffering & grief

· takes back what is its (lands, weeds, flowers, Margaret)

· cycle of life

· “Slumber did my Spirit Seal”

· she = part of nature & ruined cottage

· (now she’s at peace)

· BROTHERHOOD:

· LINK = reestablished through sharing:

· share time (spent the entire day), story, nature

· unsolved mystery:
· where’s Robert????

· “Secret spirit of humanity”:
· “torturing hope”

· LOVE – see “Michael”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 “Resolution and Independence”

· May 3-July 4, 1802
· Old Men:

· “Resolution and Independence”

· “Ruined Cottage”

· “Michael”

· old, but can teach

· strong mind, body

· Grasmere area:

· Greenhead Ghyll – “clipping tree”
· Grasmere Vale –Easedale, Dunmail-Raise

· Ings Chapel (between Kendal & Ambleside)

· written @ Barton Fell, by Ullswater, near Askam (moors)

· 18 months of fermenting thought

· mid-life crisis of Persona

· disconnected:

· link = broken

· contrast: man = sad, nature = happy

· manic-depression:  high highs in joy, low lows in dejection
· as good natured as I am, these sights and sounds cannot cheer me 

· joy = from the inside, not outside

· “child of earth”

· far from city, civilization

· PROBLEM:

· fear of unknown future

· life of a poet 

· (see “Ruined Cottage”)

· solitude, pain of heart, distress, poverty

· Thomas Chatterton, Robert Burns

· “despondency and madness”

· Old Man: 
· leech-gatherer
· people take from him that which is used for curative purposes
· leeches

· stories (poem)

· he = selfless

· he = LINK man & nature as one ******
· common man **

· myth

· solitary, haunted wanderer

· LINK:  stone (life), sea-beast (inanimate), Old Man (both)

· solemn speech, choice words, measured phrase, stately speech

· like a religious man, apostle
· gives Speaker a revelation (stanza 16)

· voice like a dream

· caught in a dream

· * PERSEVERANCE
· persevere through hardships

· have FAITH that God will provide for you

· be like nature after a storm:  

· storms = natural part of life, life goes on
· FAITH:

· “persevere”

· “summer mood”

· “all needful things will come unsought”

· God, nature will supply everything

· (see “Ode to Immortality”)

· CHANCE:
· God or luck

· mystery 

· how Speaker came across Old Man

· if Old Man will get leeches

· how stone got up high

· mythologies:

· Old Man

· eternal solitary wanderer

· Change:

· Old Man’s good speech & good cheer, strong mind, perseverance

· “I’ll think of the Leech-Gatherer on the lonely moor”

· recollect in tranquility

· so what if I end up poor & alone?!

· BROTHERHOOD:
· share
· community

· enlighten others
* STYLE:

· 7-line stanzas

· pentameter

· ababbcc

· peace after storm

· “pleasant noise of nature”

· nature = happy “Lines Early Spring”

· birds, sky, grass, rabbit

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“Michael”
· October 11 – December 9, 1800
· CHRONOLOGY;
· back & forth in time
· no continuity

· Grasmere area:

· Greenhead Ghyll – “clipping tree”

· Grasmere Vale –Easedale, Dunmail-Raise

· Ings Chapel (between Kendal & Ambleside)

· hidden valley:  up Greenhead Ghyll

· no human civilization

· no urbanization (industrialization)

· isolation, alone with nature

· stones:

· beside a brook

· “straggling heap of unhewn stones”

· a story behind the stones

· simple, “unenriched” tales

· “domestic tales”

· tells tales for (1) nature lovers, (2) next generation of Romantic Poets (legacy)

· MICHAEL:

· shepherd

· 84, yet strong, wise 

· another wise Old Man (“Ruined Cottage” “Resolution and Independence”)

· student of nature (reads signs)

· 2 dogs, 1 son (Luke)

· nature = not indifferent

· contrary to “Ruined Cottage”

· reward = gets joy, energy, rejuvenation, “pleasure”

· “endless industry”

· work until supper

· work after supper

· eat of land

· work of land

· SIMPLE LIFE:

· LINK:  man & nature living as 1

· food = simple

· nature as teacher:
· Nature vs. Books:

· nature = better educator

· see “Michael,” “Exposition & Reply,” “Tables Turned”

· Isabel:

· wife, “helpmate”

· 20 years younger

· always busy, industry, energy

· “The Evening Star”

· cottage, 

· b/c of old lamp shines through the night, sits high on a hill above

· parental affection:

· l. 145

· “his comfort and daily hope”

· all feel it

· child = hope & future

· assumed mother’s role of showing affection, tenderness, patience, rocked cradle

· always have Luke toddler in sight

· 5:  makes boy a shepherd’s staff

· 10:  partners, companion

	** child = father to the man **
· WW and Dorothy in “Tintern Abbey” (1st-time feelings)

· “My heart leaps up”

· Blake’s innocence

· old = new again

· remind of what have forgotten

· “born again”

· youth, energy, joy, innocence

· “father” = teacher, life-giver

· (the old = rejuvenated when they share life & experiences with the young—no separation of the generations—looking through the eyes of a child, see the world as they once did, which reminds them of what they forgot, reminds them of what it’s like to be young, innocent, restores a sense of wonder to the world)

· contrast to “My Son My Executioner”




*SWITCH
· “distressful tidings”:
· was sponsor, creditor, “surety” for brother’s son

· “forfeiture”, penalty = due = ½ possessions (city life)

· CITY LIFE:

· love of property
· contrast to “parental affection”

· sell “patrimonial fields” to pay debt

· land = in family for generations

· trying to keep land “free” (no development, no urbanization)

· they = part of the land

· misfortune = unforeseen, sudden
· (not like nature, which gives you signs of a coming storm that you can read & then prepare)

· at 1st:  devastated, shocked

· then:  be strong, face it head on, find solution

· PERSEVERANCE
· “Resolution & Independence” “Ode Immortality”
· Solution:
· send Luke to kinsmen to apprentice
· hope doing the right thing

· keep land free
· PSC:
· Michael’s nightmares
· love of son vs. love of land
· parent-fatherhood:
· “I but repay a gift which I myself receiv’d at other’s hands”

· heap of stones:

· were to be sheep pen that Michael & Luke built together

· now = covenant:

· Luke works hard & keeps clean

· Michael works on pen until they are reunited

· SYMBOL & THEME
· you cannot keep sheep (children, sheep of God) locked up in a pen; you have to let them go out in the world & hope you’ve raised them well

· you cannot keep the world out

· we live in a FALLEN WORLD

· no enclosure of land, either

· good news at 1st, then Luke falls (like the poem) and he leaves for “beyond the sea”

· 7 years later:

· Michael dies

· pen = unfinished
· 10 years later:

· Isabel dies

· land = sold 

· (developed, by strangers)
· IRONY

· 2 things remain:
· oak by the door
· stones
----------------------------------------------
GOD: (religious reading)
· simple life of busy industry
· shepherds
· tender father
· born again, child =- teacher
· covenant
· sheep = children
· Fallen World
· Unconditional Love, love no matter what you do
CITY:
· development
· urbanization

· takes estate
· forfeiture
· ruins Luke
· ruins family
· ruins nature
LINK:  people = part of nature (“child of nature”)
· Michael’s family
· Margaret in “Ruined Cottage”
· Old Man in “Solitary”
· PSC =BC:
· PSC = reflected in nature
· Michael, Ruined Cottage, Tintern Abbey, Early Spring, 
· Slumber, Three Years
MICHAEL vs. POLONIUS (good-bye speeches, sending off to Fallen World)
· intentions for send-off
· do something constructive together
· godly advice, virtues of nature
· covenant
· not rushed

· not perpetuating Fallen World values

· *** no matter what you do, I’ll always love you *** (unconditional love)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Solitary Reaper”

· November 5, 1805

· based on a passage in Thomas Wilkinson’s Tour of Scotland (1824?)

· not based on a personal experience

· solitary reaper = a “highland lass”

· reaping, alone, singing (Erse = Gaelic)

· BLAKE:  “Chimney Sweeper” singing at work
· Blues, cotton field songs

· doesn’t understand the words

· song = “melancholy” and “plaintive”

· so he guesses at its “theme”:  long ago battles, matter today, past or future loss (“sorrow, loss or pain”)

· ROMANTIC:

· natural metaphors (compares her to nightingale, cuckoo)

· common person

· alone with nature

· singing while work (happiness in unhappy situation) 

· * remembered/recollected in tranquility:  “the music in my heart I bore, long after it was heard no more” -- end

**SCOTLAND:

· “Solitary Reaper”

· solitary reaper = a “highland lass”

· “Michael”

· Michael: like bagpipes on Highland hills

· “Resolution & Independence”
· OM = voice of “grave livers” (religious men, preachers)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------Return from France #4:---------------------------------------------

“Composed upon Westminster Bridge, September 3, 1802”

· sunrise
· city = peaceful, bright, smokeless, clean; 

· river = free

· he = calm, at peace

· LINK:  man = nature (he feels as nature seems)

· before people jam the streets & factories pollute the air
· nature = free (river, air, sun) b/c man = asleep

· * MAN = destructive, corruptive, polluting force *

· sparked by his return from France

· where he was supporter of French revolution & lover of Annette Vallon

· personal & political poems

· actually, July 31, 1802

· “mighty heart” = ??

· city, government, Richard I

“It is a Beauteous Evening”
· August 1802
· calm, free, holy time, gentleness

· sunset (opposite of “Westminster Bridge”)

· with daughter Caroline

· with God all the time, so sight is no big deal

· “mighty being” = God, nature, ship

· child’s innocence:  Abraham’s Bosom, Inner temple

·  “God being wit thee when we know it not”

“London 1802”

· BLAKE:  FALLEN WORLD, FALLEN MAN
· we need MILTON

· voice of England

· of morals, “manners, virtue, freedom, power” strength

· “cheerful godliness”

· England: “she is a fen / Of stagnant waters”

· “We are selfish men”
· WW’s return from France

· struck by “vanity and parade” of England

· Church, chivalry, writing, home = corrupted

“The World is too much with Us”

· 1802-04
· FALLEN WORLD, FALLEN MAN (BLAKE):

· materialism

· commercialism

· vanity

· “we lay waste our powers”:

· creative energies = zapped by “getting and spending”

· see Prelude
· disconnected with nature:

· “Little we see in nature”

· “we are out of tune; it moves us not”

· Speaker:  would rather be a PAGAN

· because they glorified nature

· rather than see us so disconnected

· scene/setting:

· standing in a field, watching & reflecting

“Ode:  Imitations of Immortality from Recollections of Early Childhood”

· 1802-04
· “first affections” & “shadowy recollections” of perfect knowledge known best in early childhood

· we = born with perfect knowledge (innocence) that we lose with age, adulthood, experience, civilization

· disconnected from nature:

· can’t see its beauty

· (see “World is too much with Us”)

· loss of “innocence” (BLAKE)

· “I now can see no more”

· “there hath passed away a glory from the earth”

· reborn/reconnected:

· by “a timely utterance”
· = ???

· poem, nature’s sounds, thunder, shepherd boy
· LINK:

· nature = happy ( he feels it, so he = happy

· STAGES of MAN:

· Birth = a forgetting

· lose what we knew before

· lose part of God, nature

· * not total forgetting

· gradual losing of knowledge, “vision”

· infancy, boyhood, youth, man (lost it)

· Childhood:

· “Delight and Liberty, the simple creed of childhood”

· BLAKE, innocence

· Adulthood:

· “prison-house”, “inmate”

· “endless imitation”  -- we = ACTORS, mockingbird

· never totally lost:  cannot be abolished or destroyed

· FAITH:  
· “Faith that looks through death”

· “Slumber”

· RC

· all = connected (LINK)

· return to distant land

· STRENGTH:

· cannot go back (a paradise lost)

· “Strength in what remains behind” 

· (see Paradise Lost)

· “thoughts too deep for tears”

· APPRECIATION:
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childhood’s innate feeling & connection with nature + adult’s worldly knowledge & experience

· BLAKE:  innocence + experience
· Island metaphor:

· God/heaven = far off land 
· Birth = on shore 
· Life = move inland, farther away from that distant shore

· Death = other/opposite shore back to far off land

· Soul = remembers, can go back to distant land in life & recall
