HOW to READ POETRY
Notice punctuation:
· question marks, exclamation marks, period

· is a line (or more) a question or a statement

· adjust your inflection accordingly

Read to a comma or semicolon or period:
· don't stop necessarily at the end of each line

· enjambment

Watch for “road signs”:
· watch for changes in logic or time

· notice conjunctions such as “but” or “yet”

· recognize transitions such as “then” or “meanwhile” or “afterwards”

Use personal experiences or personal tastes, attitudes, beliefs sparingly and cautiously:
· while your own views may, occasionally, shed light on the work

· more often than not, they can lead to misinterpretations and prejudices

· a “grain of salt”

Read with a dictionary at hand:
· look up words you do not recognize

· look up various definitions of words to note how different meanings = different interpretations for the work

Realize that the speaker and the poet are not necessarily one and the same:
· because poetry is by nature quite subjective and emotional,

· we readers have a tendency to confuse the views expressed in the poem with the views held by the writer

· Disclaimer:  “Please understand that the opinions, views, and comments that appear in the poem will not necessarily reflect the views held by ….”

Notice the poetic elements employed:
· diction, symbolism, imagery, metaphors, similes, meter, alliteration, assonance, …
Note the rhyme scheme and rhythm:
· at the end of each line, note the rhyme with a letter (a, b, c, …)

· read the poem aloud, noticing and enunciating each piece of punctuation, to discover its rhythm

Read, Paraphrase, and then Summarize:
· read the poem through the first time

· then begin to put it into your own words, to simplify its meaning (paraphrase)

· then summarize the entirety in a brief statement relating to its meaning, message, “theme” (summarize)

Explicate and Analyze:
· explain each line of the poem; interpret line by line (explicate)

· analyze the piece focusing on a single literary/poetic element (analyze)

