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DONALD HALL
(1928-)
· Connecticut

· published at 16
· Harvard U. and Oxford U.

· married to Jane Kenyon, poet of equal regard

· died of Leukemia

· Poet Laureate of USA

· June 2006

· the Library of Congress’ 14th Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry

· STYLE:

· simple 

· Robert Frost – plainspoken, rural poet

· concrete diction

· tone = sincere, authoritative

· created by simple, non-complex, uncomplicated syntax

· WRTES ALSO:

· poetry, prose, drama, non-fiction essays

· books on baseball

· children books

· edits anthologies, textbooks

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“MY SON MY EXECUTIONER”
· central paradox = title

· son = immortality:  

· he will (probably) outlive his parents & thus carry them in his memory (memory = immortality)

· son = mortality

· his aging reminds parents of their aging, moving closer to death

· now they feel Time, pay attention to Time

· Son has a dual role:  

· as reminder & rememberer

· symbolizes mortality & immortality

*Bill Cosby “The Baffling Question”

· kids drive you crazy

· make you age fast

· “kill” you with some of the things they do, say

· worry, worry, worry, worry, worry, worry

· PARADOX:  

· my son = my executioner

· not literal but figurative death

· title 

· shocking

· paradox:  pulls readers in, makes them think, see things anew

· “gets their attention”

· METAPHOR:  

· death, executioner

· mortality

· DEATH:

· figurative death (vs. literal)

· death of OLD DH

· death of “Donny the Boy”

· birth of “Don the Man”

· 1 Corinthians 13:11

· “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away such childish things.”
· BABY = SYMBOL:

· of the fragility of human life

· of innocence

· of mortality – reminder of his own imminent death

· really living, truly exist

· before = existed

· now = living, alive

· self-sacrifice

· 2AM feedings

· to make sure the child = happy, healthy, safe

· immortality:

· HALL:  immortality through procreation

· SHK:     immortality through procreation, art

· SONGS:
· “My Sacrifice” – Creed

· “There Goes My Life” – Kenny Chesney

