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SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE
(October 21, 1772-July 25, 1834) 61

* poet, critic, philosopher, lecturer, publisher/journalist
* “co-founder” of Romantic Movement, with Wordsworth

* brilliant (+):  poetry, theology, literary criticism, philosophy & charming/charismatic
* brilliant (-):  self-destructive, impetuous, contradictory, didn’t finish what started--irresponsible, wasteful of his talents, idle

* drug addict (laudanum/opium)
* thought = expression

* supernatural & superstitions
* perfection of meter

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· born Ottery St. Mary, Devonshire

· youngest of 12 children

· father = Reverend John Coleridge

· Devonshire vicar (1760)
· known for great scholarship, simple character

· headmaster at grammar school (and vicar until death)

· mother = Anne Bowdon

· John’s 2nd wife

· spoiled, precocious, restless, lost in a dream world

· 1782:  STC = 10

· father died 
· ( STC sent to school at Christ’s Hospital, London

· admission procured by Judge Francis Buller, former pupil of John

· time of loneliness

· time of intellectual stimulation

· Headmaster Boyer took interest in him, reading

· some poems (reflect an influence by William L. Bowles, then in vogue)

· beginning of physical ailments:  had to swim in the New River with clothes on

· 1791:  February, entered Jesus College, Cambridge

· displayed his almost photographic memory by reciting whole pages of text read in the morning during nighttime discussions @ politics
· 1793:  

· left Cambridge & enlisted 

· in Fifteenth Light Dragoons cavalry 

· under the name Silas Tomkyn Comberbache
· b/c of debts, & discontentment with university life

· GL Tucket, old school-fellow, found him out (
· few weeks later, rescued by brothers (Captain James Coleridge) who secured his discharge), taken back to Cambridge

· 1794:  left Cambridge without a degree

· Visited Oxford, toured Wales, to Bristol

· met Robert Southey:

· radical religion & politics

· supported French Revolution

· poet

· STC & RS:  

· co-wrote The Fall of Robespierre (drama), STC wrote act 1, RS acts 2, 3

· planned an ideal democratic community on the Susquehanna River, in Pennsylvania

· “pantisocracy”:  equal rule by all

· 1795:  plan fell through, abandoned (no $$$)

· October 1795:  married Sara Fricker, sister of Robert Southey’s fiancée, anyway 
· RS married Sara’s sister a few weeks later, then moved to Portugal

· published a collection of poems through friend & bookseller Joseph Cottle

· 1795:
· lectured at Bristol, on politics & theology (thought @ giving up being a poet for Unitarian preacher)

· ** met Wordsworth in summer of 1795
· WW and Dorothy at Racedown in Dorsetshire hills

· 1796:

· published 1st volume of Poems
· periodical, The Watchman, only 2 months
· 1797:

· Nether Stowey (WW) & Alfoxden (STC)
· collaboration 

· Rime of the Ancient Mariner:  

· took shape at Watchett, on the British Channel, 

· inspired by a friend’s dream, 

· WW suggested shooting the albatross (which he got from Shelvocke’s 1726 Voyage)

· 1798:

· Lyrical Ballads
· STC:  the supernatural (to WW wonder of common subjects)

· STC:  Ancient Mariner, Nightingale, 2 scenes from Osorio (tragedy, later called Remorse)

· published in Bristol by Joseph Cottle
· other poems of the “Stowey Period” =

· Love (poem added to the 1800 2nd edition), remorse (Osorio), Kubla Khan, Chrisabel (1st part)

· STC received an annuity from brothers Wedgewood ($$$$$$) (
· September of 1798 (for 9 months):  WW (with Dorothy) & STC to GERMANY (Hamburg)
· left WW, to Ratzeburg, to Göttingen
· STC at Göttingen University:  studies Immanuel Kant & post-Kant German philosophy (Blumenbach & Eichhorn)
· Kant’s Christian orthodoxy
· mastered the language, translated Wallenstein
· “Morning Post poems”(1798):

· “Fire, Famine, and Slaughter” (1/8/98)

· “Ode to France” (4/16/98)

· * change in philosophy *:

· disillusioned with the French revolution, revolutionists (see “Ode to France”)

· see WW

· like most Whigs, domestic policy in time of international war should be postponed

· like Constitutionalists, ordered liberty of constitutional government
· 1799-1800:  

· left London for LAKE DISTRICT:

· Greta Hall, Keswick

· Finished Christabel, 2nd part 

· fell in love with Sara Hutchinson
· sister of Wordsworth’s girlfriend/wife

· *physical ailments all his life (see PBS)
· 1801:  
· rheumatism , neuralgia (severe pain along a nerve) = so bad 
· ( OPIUM (laudanum:  opium in alcohol) ******

· 1804-1806:  
· MALTA to restore health BUT actually hastened his decline & addiction

· 10 months

· worked as secretary to the governor
· 1805-06:  Naples & Rome

· Napoleon had read his Morning Post letters (went after STC?) STC returned to England

** DOWNFALL** (1805-10):

· physical ailments
· drug addiction (opium)
· estranged from his wife (since 35, 1807)
· nightmares of remorse, guilt, despair

· 1810 fight with WW ***

· 1808-1829:

· public lectures in London (at the Royal Institution)
· 1810:  lectures on SHAKESPEARE
· wrote for newspapers (see Hawthorne, Poe)

· 1809:

· wrote, published, distributed The Friend
· 1813:
· Remorse, a tragedy, successful at Drury Lane

· 1816-34:

· lived in Highgate, northern London suburb

· with Dr. James Gillman, 

· shut in (for the most part)
· controlled addiction **

· entertained visitors from London & America 

· ( reputation as a great conversationalist, celebrity, intellect

**  1816-19:

· 3 years of most sustained period of literary activity ****

· controlled addiction

· lectures, newspapers, Biographia Literaria (literary criticism), Zapolya (drama), essays from Friend, collected poems, treatises

· 1816:  published “Christabel,” with “Kubla Khan” and “Pains of Sleep”
· 1817:  published Lay Sermons, Biographia Literaria, Sibylline Leaves
· 1824:  The Aids to reflection (popular prose work)
· 1828:

· reconciled with WW **

· toured Rhineland with WW

· 1830:  final work, Church and State
· 1840:  Confessions of an Inquiring Spirit, posthumously

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(-)

· plagiarism

· lacked staying power (didn’t finish what he started)
· lacked application

(+)

· substantial influence on 19thC British and American literature

· philosophical idealism

· liberal Trinitarianism

· enlightened political conservatism

· literary theory

· Shakespearean criticism

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“Kubla Khan”
· 1797-98

· tetrameter

· published “as a psychological curiosity, than on the ground of any supposed poetic merit” (STC prefatory comments)

· a fragment (300 lines)
· “a vision” = subtitle

· summer of 1797, in poor health, prescribed a pain reliever, fell asleep while reading Purchas’s Pilgrimage; dreamed & “wrote” 200-300 lines; awoke, remembering it all, & tried to write it out; BUT was interrupted by a visitor & only this remained afterwards (
	STC’s prefatory comments:  “Of the Fragment ‘Kubla Khan’”:

The following fragment is here published at the request of a poet of great and deserved celebrity [Lord Byron], and, as far as the Author's own opinions are concerned, rather as a psychological curiosity, than on the grounds of any supposed poetic merits. In the summer of the year 1797, the Author, then in ill health, had retired to a lonely farm-house between Porlock and Linton, on the Exmoor confines of Somerset and Devonshire. In consequence of a slight indisposition, an anodyne had been prescribed, from the effects of which he fell asleep in his chair at the moment that he was reading the following sentence, or words of the same substance, in 'Purchas's Pilgrimage':

    Here the Khan Kubla commanded a palace to be built, and a stately garden thereunto. And thus ten miles of fertile ground were inclosed with a wall.

The Author continued for about three hours in a profound sleep, at least of the external senses, during which time he has the most vivid confidence, that he could not have composed less than from two to three hundred lines; if that indeed can be called composition in which all the images rose up before him as things with a parallel production of the correspondent expressions, without any sensation or consciousness of effort. On awakening he appeared to himself to have a distinct recollection of the whole, and taking his pen, ink, and paper, instantly and eagerly wrote down the lines that are here preserved.

At this moment he was unfortunately called out by a person on business from Porlock, and detained by him above an hour, and on his return to the room, found, to no small surprise and mortification, that though he still retained some vague and dim recollection of the general purport of the vision, yet, with the exception of some eight or ten scattered lines and images, all the rest had passed away like the images on the surface of a stream into which a stone has been cast -- but, alas, without the after restoration of the latter! 

Then all the charm
Is broken-all that phantom-world so fair
Vanishes, and a thousand circlets spread,
And each mis-shape the other. Stay awile,
Poor youth! who scarcely dar'st lift up thine eyes-
The stream will soon renew its smoothness, soon
The visions will return! And lo, he stays,
And soon the fragments dim of lovely forms
Come trembling back, unite, and now once more
The pool becomes a mirror.

Yet from the still surviving recollections in his mind, the Author has frequently purposed to finish for himself what had been originally, as it were, given to him. [three Greek words: translated as “I shall sing a sweeter song tomorrow.”]: but the to-morrow is yet to come.

As a contrast to this vision, I have annexed a fragment of a very different character [“Pains of Sleep”], describing with equal fidelity the dream of pain and disease.



· dream-like, visionary

· 1st part:  projects an ideal realm

· 2nd part:  aspires to transcend that ideal

· sinister undertones?

· Pink Floyd’s “Comfortably Numb”: “the dream is gone, the child is gone”

· Kubla Khan = Mongol Dynasty, 13th Century China

· enclosure of 10 miles of fertile ground 

· nature = not free ****************
· (see WW’s “Michael”)

· (see England’s enclosure laws)

· area:  walls, towers, gardens, incense-bearing trees
· chasm:  “savage” “enchanted” “haunted” (by her demon lover?)

· woman:  wailing for her demon lover

· fountain:  geyser, shooting fragments
· river:  sacred, from fountain to sea (“lifeless ocean”)

· 5 miles through woods & dale to caves

· MYTHOLGY:  

· Greek river Alpheus

· flows into the Ionian Sea & rises in Sicily in the fountain of Arethusa

· see “Persephone and Demeter”

· fountain = woman transformed, chased by spring-god

· fountain = underground, sees Persephone in Hades as Queen

· roar = fountain, river running through caverns; river falls to ocean (waterfall)

· ancestral voices: prophesize war

· juxtaposition:  “a sunny pleasure dome with caves of ice”

· Damsel: 
· with dulcimer (zither) singing @Mt. Abora (paradise)

· “Abyssian maid”

· seen in a vision
· METAPHOR for this 300-line vision

· POETIC INSPIRATION (honey & milk of paradise)

· IF:  I could “revive” within me her song

· recapture/recall (memory)

· imitate, duplicate (skill)

· THEN:  I’d build that dome in the air with music

· (Pleasure Dome = a paradise)

· AND:  listeners would fear my poetic ability & protect me from intrusion with charm

· see STC’s preface, when he was interrupted by businessman

SYMBOLS:
· Damsel = symbol for the fragment

· Poet = magician, visionary

· Pleasure Dome = 

· a) un-built monument of imagination
· STC’s habit of not finishing what he started

· b) Nature bound, un-free (urbanization, enclosure, industrialization, pollution, landscaping); building or imposing on Nature
· PORLOCKEAN VISITOR:
· (1) world’s malicious interruptions of genius & inspiration

· life gets in the way of art, inspiration

· see “Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner”

· (2) drug addiction

· “High Hopes”

· (3) any barrier between GOAL (art, beauty, nature) & achievement (success)
	· POETIC INSPIRATION vs. the WORLD (see Blake, WW)

· POETIC INSPIRATION vs. SELF
· skill, ability
· soul of a poet BUT the mind of a dolt
· personal hang-ups 

· addictions

· self-doubts

· laziness
· procrastination



· (4) mystery:  

· Who was the visitor?

· Was there really a visitor?

· Can the poem stand alone without the Introduction?

· Is the poem a fragment or complete poem?

· 3rd stanza = post-intrusion & not a dream
· poem: a statement on the obstruction & thwarting of visionary genius

· “him” at the end = 

· poet-as-magician

· Kubla Khan gone mad, war
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Biographia Literaria
· literary criticism

· background to Lyrical Ballads
· criticism of WW’s poetry

· disagreed with WW’s Preface:

· “With many parts of this preface, in the sense attributed to them, and which the words undoubtedly seem to authorize, I never concurred; but, on the contrary, objected to them as erroneous in principle, and contradictory …both to other parts of the same preface, and to the author's own practice in the greater number of the poems themselves.”

· German high criticism (see Lessing, Goethe)

______________________________________________________________________________

“This Lime-Tree Bower My Prison”
· July 1797: 

· Sara accidentally emptied skillet of boiling milk on his foot

· so he couldn’t go walking with WW, Dorothy, Charles Lamb

· “bower” = a shelter (the cottage)

· “lime tree” = Linden tree

· Nether Stowey

· to Charles Lamb

· linked by Rook:  “Somewhere out There” song

· vivid colors, sounds, sights ( immediacy
· imaginative walk

· instead of a physical walk

· down to dell, ash tree, water fall, sunset

· ** POWER of IMAGINATION **
· City = 

· evil, pain, 

· Lamb’s sister, Mary stabbed mother in fit of insanity

· see BLAKE, WW
· bower = just as good, foliage, walnut tree, ivy, bat, bumblebee

· nature = everywhere

· FAITH 
· (see WW)
· “nature never deserts the wise and pure”

· sometimes it’s good to be deprived so you have to rely on your IMAGINATION

· “lift the soul, and contemplate … the joys we cannot share”
______________________________________________________________________________
Rime of the Ancient Mariner

· 2 demons’ conversation
· makes reader = Ancient mariner, 

· listening to them

· (Marlow in Heart of Darkness)

· Hermit = life-in-death

· Hermit = Ancient Mariner

· Polar Spirit = vengeance

· Wind = Holy Spirit

· AM’s Penance = others’ education

· confession (in general) = more than a one-time thing
* STYLE:
· 4-line stanzas

· abcb

· archaisms:

· (archaic language)
· notes, language, 
· makes seem like ancient story

· OLD MAN as SOLITARY WANDERER
· mesmerizes 

· tells tales, teaches lesson @ nature

· see WW’s “Solitary…Leech-Gather” “Ruined Cottage”

Part 1:
· Ancient Mariner (w/long, gray beard) stops 1 of 3 going to wedding feast & hypnotizes him “with his glittering eye”
· story:  good until the Equator

· storm blows South Pole and ice, icebergs

· ALBATROSS:

· comes when they = stuck in the ice

· good luck:  ice splits & southern wind blows them north

· becomes pet of the crew, they feed it

· Ancient Mariner shoots it, for no reason

· jealous of its attention??

· fear??

Part 2:
· around Cape Horn, north, Pacific Ocean

· crew:  angry with Ancient Mariner for killing the Albatross

· fog lifts & crew blames bird for fog & mist

· makes them accomplices

· wind stops

· dead calm, sea thickens

· IRONY:  surrounded by water yet dying of thirst

· sea creatures:  ugly “slimy things”

· [image: image3.png]ST. ELMO'S FIRE' ON MASTS OF SHIP AT SE.



St. Elmo’s Fire:  
· BAD SIGN #1
· coronal discharge, from a grounded object in electrical storm

· St. Elmo (St. Erasmus of Formiae, patron saint of sailors)

“About, about, in reel and rout

The death-fires danced at night;

The water, like a witch's oils,

Burnt green, and blue, and white.”

· Spirit of the Deep 

· 9 fathoms below follows them

· not an angel

· not of the dead

· they curse the Ancient Mariner

· hang the Albatross around his neck
· give him sole responsibility, 100% of the blame

Part 3:
· Skeleton ship:

· with Death and Death-in-Life

· she wins Ancient Mariner in dice = BAD SIGN #2
· they curse Ancient Mariner & drop dead

Part 4:
· hates “slimy creatures”

· can’t pray

· ** Sisyphus torture (IRONY):

· all water, can’t drink

· all death, can’t die

· planets & “slimy creatures” move, can’t move

· planets & “slimy creatures” are home, can’t go home

· ** appreciation for all living creatures
· Romantic notion

· ( albatross falls into the sea

Part 5:
· sleep, rain, drink
· roaring wind

· Southern Lights

· angels into the crew

· sing at dawn

· move w/o wind

· by the Polar Spirit, 9 fathoms deep, 

· to the Equator

· tug of war:

· Vengeance & Moon (God)

· angels move ship too fast for man

 Part 6:
· 2 demons

· curse = over

· home

· angles leave crew

· whirlpool sinks ship

· ship = skeleton-like, Death’s

Part 7:
· whirlpool:

· boy goes mad

· ship sinks

· Ancient Mariner rows to shore

· AM asks Hermit to shrieve him (confession)

· pain ( tells his story ( no more pain

· penance:  travel, tell his story (will know to whom)

· lesson:  all creatures great and small made by God

“He prayeth well, who loveth well

Both man and bird and beast.

He prayeth best, who loveth best

All things both great and small;

For the dear God who loveth us

He made and loveth all.”

· End: 
· then Ancient Mariner sends them to the wedding feast, disappears

· the Wedding-Guest awakens the next day “A sadder and a wiser man”

______________________________________________________________________________
“Frost at Midnight”
· February 1798

· Nether Stowey

· “Frost’s secret ministry”

· son = Hartley

· sits alone & thinks @ his son

· setting:

· 12 AM, 

· alone, 

· silence (too quiet)

· baby sleeps beside him

· fire burning low

· “film” = 

· piece of soot floating, fluttering on bar of gate

· portends arrival of absent friend

· (mist)

· it’s the only unquiet thing

· Projection:  project our own feelings onto someone or something else

· Speaker projects feelings onto the “film”

· “soul seeking of itself” a mirror

· memory:  
· schoolboy daydreaming @ home/birthplace while looking at film

· see STC biographical note (STC at Christ’s Hospital)

· pretending to be reading, studying (book, out crack of door)

· “Fixed with mock study on my swimming book”

· dreaming about, sees faces in the soot:  townsman, aunt, sister Ann (playmate)

· to the baby:

· to be a “child of nature” better than its parent

· see WW
· not the CITY, pent up (see WW)

· NATURE vs. CITY:
· City:

· prison, dim

· more than just sky & stars
· Nature = 

· teacher “Great universal teacher”

· joy in all seasons

· God in all, all = children of God

· (see “Ancient Mariner”)

· Immediacy:  

· surroundings, 

· memories, 

· nature, 

· feelings

	ROMANTIC:
· immediacy

· nature as teacher of joy

· relationship between Child and Nature
· City vs. Country

· Childhood & Adulthood = linked by MEMORY



	** STC vs. WW, Blake **
· childhood is NOT innate joy, happiness

· depends on where one is raised (environment) 

· “nurture” vs. nature

· relationship between child & nature = fragile
· easily lost, missed when deprived




______________________________________________________________________________
“Dejection:  An Ode”
· April 4, 1802

· “Ballad of Sir Patrick Spence”:
· ancient Scottish ballad in which Sir Patrick Spence drowns with boatload of Scottish noblemen sailing on orders from the king BUT  against their own better judgment

· moon = BAD SIGN 

· harbinger of storm

· superstition or ability to “read nature”?? (see WW’s “Michael”)

· start = love letter to Sarah Hutchinson

· on April 4, 1802

· after hearing WW’s “Ode: Imitations on Immortality”

· coming storm:

· new moon with “phantom light” = BAD SIGN

· sound imagery = storm in the distance

	**DISCONNECTED**
· usually, the sound of a distant storm eased his mind (listening to the rain)

· but now, he doesn’t know if it will work

· “might startle this dull pain”

· “no natural outlet” (no relief)

· “I see, not feel,, how beautiful they are” (stars, sky, clouds, moon)

· alienation from Nature

· broken LINK (WW, Blake, STC)

· psychic numbness

· “exsiccation” = spiritual dryness

· spiritual deadness, Novocain

· no imaginative, creative powers

· * when soul = disconnected from Nature ( Imagination does not work 

· no inspiration,

· Nature = his “muse”


· PROJECTION:

· What we see in Nature is reflected by our own spirit, mood

· PSC ( BC

· SOUL ENGAGING the WORLD

· “whose fountains are within”

· “from the soul itself must issue forth” (2x)

· Joy vs. Disconnect:

· “joy” =

·  harmony between Inner Life and Nature

· “marriage” metaphor

· “exsiccation” = 

· spiritual dryness (DISCONNECT)

· “new Earth and New Heaven”

· New Jerusalem, return to Paradise

· when you see things anew

· BLAKE

*INNATE: (l. 39, 85) 

· born with connection, knowledge, hope

· born with “shaping spirit of my Imagination”

· BUT lose it as we grow up

· Joy ( despair

· Childhood ( Adulthood

· “innocence” ( “experience”

· BLAKE, WW, STC

PSC:
· bad habit spreads like a disease

· converse of ODAT, fake-it-til-you-make-it

· “viper thoughts, that coil around my mind” 

· (Serpent in Garden of Eden ( despair = from the Devil) 

Metaphors:

· roaring wind sounds like …

· lull sounds like …

· Metaphors:  explain thoughts
· WISH:  hope she sleeps well & wakes refreshed & full of joy…b/c I won’t

DEJECTION:

· usually happy, linked with Nature, problems = no big deal

· now = weighed down emotionally and creatively

natural objects:

· springboards to other thoughts (frost, moon, nightingale)

· startle, interrupt, bring back Speaker and Reader from abstract thoughts 

· (BLAKE:  reason = bad; anti-Neoclassicism)

· Metaphors:  explain thoughts
______________________________________________________________________________

“Recollections of Love”
· 1807

· this heath reminds him of “seaward Quantock’s heathy hills”

· near Nether Stowey

· 8 years ago

· Love at 1st sight:  it was “as if” I loved you all my life

· Love = linked to Nature:  Greta River

· Recollected among Nature, clamor of the city

· Love = “under song”

______________________________________________________________________________

“Work without Hope”
· February 21, 1825

· dejected, DISCONNECTED, from Nature

· not creative

· (see “Dejection”)

· “All nature seems at work” (slugs, bees, birds, winter)

· “And I the while, the sole unbusy thing”  *****************************
· “Work without hope draws nectar in the sieve, and Hope without an object cannot live.”

· “nectar” = Poetic Inspiration
· (see “Kubla Khan”)
______________________________________________________________________________

“Epitaph”

· 1833

· 1 year before his own death

· writes his own epitaph, un-famous poet

· would rather be forgiven than famous

· immortality:

· fame:  remembered by Man

· heaven:  remembered by God

· “found death in life”

· sickness, addiction, pain -- physical
· dejection -- spiritual  (why forgiveness)

______________________________________________________________________________
“Christabel”
· 1797-1801

· like “Kubla Khan”:

· fragment (no part 3)
· envisioned as a whole

· PLAGIARISM:  

· Sir Walter Scott’s 1805 Lay of the Last Minstrel

· Byron’s 1816 Siege of Corinth
· “eyes”

· Superstitions:  “Christabel,” “Ancient Mariner”

PART 1:
· SETTING:

· Middle of the night

· Castle clock rings & toothless dog barks

· Night = chilly, not dark, gray cloud, full moon behind clouds, April

· CHRISTABEL:

· in the woods at 12 AM

· to pray at oak with mistletoe (good, rare)

· mistletoe:  usually grows on apple trees & venerated in Celtic Britain

· praying for her “betrothed knight” 

· knight = who is far away, BUT seen in her dreams

· she hears GERALDINE moaning behind a tree

· GERALDINE:

· WITCH

· bejeweled beauty

· noble birth, kidnapped by 5 warriors yesterday morning who rode white horses & left her at this tree

· Christabel takes her back to the castle

· Sir Leoline will escort her home

· Christabel’s father

· “weak in health”

· Christabel’s mother:  

· died in childbirth

· prophecy/promise:

· on her deathbed she said she’d hear the clock ring 12 on Christabel’s wedding day

	* religious imagery & themes:

· exclamations:  “Jesu, Maria shield her well”

· her name = Christ + Abel

· self-destruction:  

· good intentions, good works 

· ( unknowingly bring Evil into own life/home

· try to do good BUT end up helping Evil

· angels:  lamp with angel feet & guardian angel

· wine:  “a wine a virtuous power” brings out real nature of Geraldine??

· saints:  “saints will aid if men call: for the blue sky [God] bends over all”

· prayer:  prays when she awakes, for unknown sins

· serpent in vision = snake coiled around dove

· = Geraldine coiled around Christabel
· Evil consuming the Good (Garden of Eden)

· (see Poe’s “Cask of Amontillado”)




Geraldine = WITCH:  (proof)
· collapses at threshold and Christabel carries her over

· legend:  witches cannot cross on their own power b/c threshold is blessed against evil spirits

· sleeping dog growls, moans as they pass

· dying fire flashes as she passes

· sees Christabel’s mother (guardian angel) & shoos her away

· “this hour is mine”

· “tis given me” 

· – By whom?  Why?  Revenge??

· spell:

· Christabel sees her naked

· spell = cast:  “in the touch of this bosom”

· “this mark of my shame, this seal of my sorrow” = ???????

· Geraldine against her will = possessed???? (or l.255+ = @ Christabel???)

· spell = all you’ll be able to say:  heard moan, found lady, brought her home with good intentions
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PART 2:
· bell: 

· death knell
· passing hour (one hour closer to her death)

· “knells us back to a world of death”

· law:

· count 45 beads between each knell

· ghosts:

· of “3 sinful sextons”

· Lake District:

· Bratha Head, Windermere, Langdale Pike, Witch’s Lair, Dungeon Ghyll

· morning:  bells wake Geraldine, Christabel prays for unknown sins

· dazed & confused:  wake up & not know what day it is, what time it is, who you are, where you are, what happened

· “with such perplexity of mind as dreams too lively leave behind”

· dreams = sooooo real ( What’s real? What fake?

(
Bard Bracy’s dream vision:
· snake coiled around dove (see religious symbolism above)

· camouflaged, can’t see green snake in green grass (Evil = hidden)
· dove moans in coils

· BB awoke as Christabel met Geraldine

· So ( Bard Bracy cannot go today b/c he is looking for a snake

· literal translation of the figurative dream

· Sir Leo = ½-listening (entranced??) & sends BB away

· Christabel sees Geraldine’s “Snake eyes” BUT cannot say anything (SPELL)

· Irony/twist:  Christabel hisses, from shock, fear, Christabel = dove, Geraldine = snake

King Lear:

· Christabel begs on her knees for Leo to send Geraldine away BUT cannot say why (SPELL)

· Leo = “dishonored” by his only, favorite daughter

· Leo takes Geraldine’s side; 

· Leo turns away from Christabel

· physically

· emotionally

· symbolically

FALLEN WORLD: (SC)
· “world of sin”

· heart vs. words:  say things you do not mean, out of rage & pain

· unknowingly bring evil home (good intentions)

· man turns away from God, love, beauty, truth, Innocence, Nature 
· (especially in anger, & pain)

· the serpent seems the dove, the dove seems the serpent

· (see BLAKE)

youthful fight/argument between Leoline & Lord Roland de Vaux of Tryermaine:
· were best friends

· haven’t spoken since

· SO:  Leo plans to avenge Geraldine

· as daughter of old friend

· to mend friendship with Roland

· sends Bard Bracy to Roland to tell him:

· 1) Geraldine = fine & at Langdale Castle

· 2) come & get her

· 3) I’ll meet you ½-way (symbolic) & apologize

______________________________________________________________________________

