[image: image1.png]


ROBERT BURNS 

(1759-96) 37

*Scottish nationalist, preservationist of Scottish songs & legends

· eldest of 7 children

· born into, grew up in poverty

· Ayrshire , Scotland

· 2-room clay & stone cottage his father built himself

· poverty:  poor land, high rents, physical labor

· plowboy:  “the cheerless gloom of a hermit and the unceasing toil of a galley slave” (RB on his childhood year)

poverty ( 

· limited formal education

· yet possessed a love of learning (inspired by father)

· read Shakespeare, Milton, Dryden, Pope
· mother taught him Scottish songs & legends
· recalled song & legends, composed others in his native dialect

1784:  

· father died, 

· he & brother had taken over another farm  BUT still poverty

· *bad habits:  women, booze, dissipation/debauchery

1785:  

RB = 26, discouraged, tired of poverty, bad relationships ( decided to move to Jamaica

1786:  

· before he left, gathered & published some of his poems, 

· under Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect
· overnight success

· moved to Edinburgh (instead of Jamaica)

· Ed. society saw him as nothing but a rustic novelty, a part/role he relished, the arrogant, overly eager literary celebrity

1788:  

· married Jean Armour; 

· they settled on farm in Dumfries; 

· he became an excise officer (tax collector) 

· which required he ride hundreds (200) of miles on horseback

final years = miserable & depressing, with recurring bouts of ill health

· still, created & preserved songs & legends of Scotland

· contributed 300 songs to James Johnson's The Scots Musical Museum (1787-1803) & George Thompson's A Select Collection of Original Scottish Airs for the Voice (1793-1805)

STYLE:
· his poems = musical, lyrical

· * “Romantic” = expressed feelings & concerns of ORDINARY people in a NATURAL, FLOWING idiom, making him a poet of the poet, for everyone (not just educated upper classes)

“To a Mouse” (1785)

· “But Mousie, thou art no thy lane (alone), / In proving foresight may be vain: / The best laid plans of mice and men / Gang aft a-gley (go awry), / An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain / For promised joy.”

“A Red, Red Rose” (1794)

· “O my luve is like a red, red rose, / That's newly sprung in June; / O my luve is like the melodie / That's sweetly played in tune.”

· hyperbole:  love her until the seas go dry, the rocks melt

· occasion: speaker = leaving on a trip

· (see "Valediction: Forbidding Mourning")

“Auld Lang Syne” (1788)

· old long since = good ol' days

· Should we forget about the old times? (unanswered, but suggested that "no")

· drink a toast to the good old days

· good old days:  when we 2 were young, running across the hillsides, pulling daisies, paddling across brooks...

· “but” we have traveled many miles & crossed seas between us

· space = physical & temporal (figurative)

· many miles & seas have come between us since then

· we've got older since then

*Romantic:  lost innocence, lost childhood, lost halcyon days, idyllic time

