TRANSCENDENTALISM
· New England (1830s-1860)

· moral philosophy movement

· literary movement

· not logical, systematized

· reaction to Puritan heritage (strictness, severity)

· rejection of pale NE Unitarianism

· influenced by 

· Romantic literature of Europe

· neo-Platonism, 

· Oriental mysticism, 

· German idealistic philosophy

· feeling over reason

· individual expression over law & custom

· anti-materialism

· man = good; evil = non-existent

· *ends w/horrors of Civil War

· OVERSOUL:

· “transcendent,” all-pervading power of goodness

· an absolute Good

· from which all things come

· of which all things are a part 

· Emerson, Thoreau

· Man is a part of the Good

· the Good is everywhere (nature) (Pantheism)

