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Nathaniel Hawthorne:  “The Birthmark” (1843)
PLOT:

· SETTING =

· “latter part of the” 18th century

· Europe

· Height of Enlightenment, scientific age

· Discovery of electricity

· SCIENCE vs. LOVE:

· “man of science” falls in love:  “had made an experience of a spiritual affinity, more attractive than any chemical one”

· “the love of science to rival the love of a woman”

· Levels:
1. Intellect

2. Imagination

3. Spirit

4. Heart

· AYLMER & GEORGIANA

· Humanism:

· “faith in man’s ultimate control over nature”

· Hybrid of Love of Science + Love of Wife = 

· when he “intertwines” former to latter, latter = stronger

· BIRTHMARK:

· left cheek

· red

· shape of a small hand

· changes in hue with her emotions

· fades w/blush

· darkens w/pale

· perspective:

· saw what you wanted to see

· “according to the difference of temperament of the beholders”

· HAMLET: “Nothing is either good or bad but thinking makes it so”

· Enamored suitors:

· see it as a symbol of beauty

· mythologize it

· as if touched by fairy “in token of the magic endowments that were to give her such sway over all hearts”

· Jealous women:

· “Bloody Hand”

· turned her beauty “hideous” 

· turn blue speck of marble SCULPTURE into “monster”

· Petty men: (AYLMER)
· Notice the blemish & wish it away for a “specimen of ideal loveliness”
· Perfection

· ART #1
· Eve of Powers 

· turned into monster by speck of blue vein of marble

· after the honeymoon
· blindness of courtship

· notice faults, flaws afterward

· he didn’t notice the mark until after they were married

· focuses on the 1 small defect rather than the whole beauty

· overlooks the beauty he has

· for the perfection he wants

· “bird in hand = 2 in the bush”

· Aesop fable @ losing the grapes have for more (fox & grapes)

· “the FATAL FLAW OF HUMANITY”

· “It was the fatal flaw of humanity which Nature, in one shape or another, stamps ineffaceably on all her productions, either to imply that they are temporary and finite, or that their perfection must be wrought by toil and pain. The crimson hand expressed the ineludible gripe in which mortality clutches the highest and purest of earthly mould, degrading them into kindred with the lowest, and even with the very brutes, like whom their visible frames return to dust.”
· BM = SYMBOL:
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“In this manner, selecting it as the symbol of his wife's liability to sin, sorrow, decay, and death, Aylmer's sombre imagination was not long in rendering the birthmark a frightful object, causing him more trouble and horror than ever Georgiana's beauty, whether of soul or sense, had given him delight.”

· Art #2:

· “like a bas-relief of ruby on the whitest marble” 
· Aylmer’s nightmare:

· she knew about it w/o his telling

· “Hunters in the Snow”

· “He had fancied himself with his servant Aminadab, attempting an operation for the removal of the birthmark; but the deeper went the knife, the deeper sank the hand, until at length its tiny grasp appeared to have caught hold of Georgiana's heart; whence, however, her husband was inexorably resolved to cut or wrench it away”

· his obsession killed her

· foreshadowing
· DREAMS:
· “The mind is in a sad state when Sleep, the all-involving, cannot confine her spectres within the dim region of her sway, but suffers them to break forth, affrighting this actual life with secrets that perchance belong to a deeper one.”

· “Truth often finds its way to the mind close muffled in robes of sleep, and then speaks with uncompromising directness of matters in regard to which we practise an unconscious self-deception during our waking moments. Until now he had not been aware of the tyrannizing influence acquired by one idea over his mind, and of the lengths which he might find in his heart to go for the sake of giving himself peace.” (TRUTH in dreams) – pre-dates FREUD

· She brings upBM
· She allows him to remove it

· She = self-conscious of it

· never was before

· “cureless deformity”

· Man = Nature’s “masterpiece”
· Man cannot figure out Nature’s mysteries

· “Here, too, at an earlier period, he had studied the wonders of the human frame, and attempted to fathom the very process by which Nature assimilates all her precious influences from earth and air, and from the spiritual world, to create and foster man, her masterpiece. The latter pursuit, however, Aylmer had long laid aside in unwilling recognition of the truth--against which all seekers sooner or later stumble--that our great creative Mother, while she amuses us with apparently working in the broadest sunshine, is yet severely careful to keep her own secrets, and, in spite of her pretended openness, shows us nothing but results. She permits us, indeed, to mar, but seldom to mend, and, like a jealous patentee, on no account to make.”

· She faints at the threshold of the lab

· he gave her BM such a look

· “carries her over the threshold” = mirrors honeymoon
· which they weren’t that far removed from

· Aminadab =

· “With his vast strength, his shaggy hair, his smoky aspect, and the indescribable earthiness that incrusted him, he seemed to represent man's physical nature; while Aylmer's slender figure, and pale, intellectual face, were no less apt a type of the spiritual element.”

· “If she were my wife, I'd never part with that birthmark”

· even HE knows that this is a bad idea

· In his lab

· labs converted into apartments

· perfumed lamps

· NO SUN = no GOD

· hidden, secret – hide shame
· Aylmer tries to “blind her w/science”

· the wonders of science

· flower BUT it fails (“abortive experiment”) (foreshadowing)
· takes her “picture” BUT it fails (foreshadowing)

· the tricks

· then, with words (history of science – see Alchemists below)

· SYMBOLS of HUMANITY:
· Perfumed lamps:  “perfumed lamps, emitting flames of various hue, but all uniting in a soft, impurpled radiance”

· Ephemeral flower

· Elixir:  poison & cosmetic (washers away freckles)

· ** 2 in 1:  good & evil, beauty & ugly, poison & health ****
· Elixir of Life:

· “discord in nature” – YET he still doesn’t get it

· He knows EL (immortality) = wrong YET he continues to work on wife

· Alchemists:

· “Albertus Magnus, Cornelius Agrippa, Paracelsus, and the famous friar who created the prophetic Brazen Head.”
· Francis Bacon = “famous friar,” answered questions (magic 8 ball)

· More trinkets – more bragging

· Vial w/ Poison/ Cosmetic

· 2 in 1
· Throughout, Georgiana feels as if he were already experimenting on her

· 2x

· already changed by the aroma

· see Poison/Cosmetic above
· she = self-conscious

· “Not even Aylmer now hated it so much as she.”
· More on Medieval Alchemists

· Albertus Magmus, Cornelius Agrippa, Paracelus, Francis Bacon

· He leaves again

· Comes & goes

· Trying to soothe her

· Trying to charm her, convince her

· She thumbs through Alchemists’ books

· Reads Aylmer’s book:

· “His brightest diamonds were the merest pebbles, and felt to be so by himself, in comparison with the inestimable gems which lay hidden beyond his reach. The volume, rich with achievements that had won renown for its author, was yet as melancholy a record as ever mortal hand had penned. It was the sad confession and continual exemplification of the shortcomings of the composite man, the spirit burdened with clay and working in matter, and of the despair that assails the higher nature at finding itself so miserably thwarted by the earthly part. Perhaps every man of genius in whatever sphere might recognize the image of his own experience in Aylmer's journal.”

· His triumphs

· His failures

· Depressive personality

· (
· She loses faith in his SKILL

· She gains love for his AMBITION (loves him more)

· * loves him despite his imperfections, failure (unlike he for her)

· he never realized what he had, had accomplished (his “diamonds” = “pebbles”)

· he doesn’t realize what he has:  Science, Georgiana

· ** see ENDING

· looking to the future & missing the present

· She sings to rejuvenate him …. then he leaves

· just like a man – please & leave (sex)
· Georgiana sneaks into LAB

· bored 

· to tell @ the changes she feels (already infected #2)

· he SNAPS at her:  “Go, prying woman, go!”
· HELL:  
· gaseous odors, furnace

· Vulcan & Aphrodite

· His MASK:

· he = was pale, anxious, absorbed in the Lab
· he = cheery, confident, optimistic with her in the apartments
· ( he KNOWS this won’t work YET he still does it
· Georgiana’s HEROIC STRENGTH:

· Tell me the dangers & I won’t be afraid

· Drink no matter what

· just wants it gone 

· heroic OR too devoted to HIS will (lack of Feminism) 

· he has already been working on her (see par.49)
· so powerful it would do anything short of change her physical make-up

· NOT working
· Georgiana = Antigone (ready to die)

· HEROIC STRENGTH, resoluteness

· “I might wish to put off this birthmark of mortality by relinquishing mortality itself in preference to any other mode. Life is but a sad possession to those who have attained precisely the degree of moral advancement at which I stand. Were I weaker and blinder it might be happiness. Were I stronger, it might be endured hopefully. But, being what I find myself, methinks I am of all mortals the most fit to die.”

· Geranium:

· tests potion on blighted geranium ( cures it

· she drinks ( sleeps immediately 

· takes all her potency 

· saps her of all her strength

· she could barely complete her sentence

· he kisses BM but then shudders, recoils

· BM = fading

· Lets in SUN

· Laugh #1
· Nature, God laughing at his foolish confidence
· “You are perfect!”

· MIRROR = SYMBOL:  (?)

· reflections

· not perfection

· not as truly are
· Georgiana = Lab Rat:
· Aylmer watches over as she sleeps & notes every little detail, change, development

· not his wife

· not caring, loving husband whose wife he just “operated one”

· Clinical Gaze

· Georgiana’s Death:

· falls asleep almost immediately after consuming the potion

· twitches in “sleep”

· "My poor Aylmer," she repeated, with a more than human tenderness, "you have aimed loftily; you have done nobly. Do not repent that with so high and pure a feeling, you have rejected the best the earth could offer. Aylmer, dearest Aylmer, I am dying!"
· forgives him

· praises him for his lofty goals/aspirations

· YET 

· you threw away the BEST

· BM = tied to her Core Being:

· “As the last crimson tint of the birthmark--that sole token of human imperfection--faded from her cheek, the parting breath of the now perfect woman passed into the atmosphere, and her soul, lingering a moment near her husband, took its heavenward flight. Then a hoarse, chuckling laugh was heard again! Thus ever does the gross fatality of earth exult in its invariable triumph over the immortal essence which, in this dim sphere of half development, demands the completeness of a higher state.”

· couldn’t remove it w/o removing her – it’s what made her, her

· our imperfections = what make us who we are, our identity, our individuality

· THEMATIC STATEMENT: 

· “Yet, had Alymer reached a profounder wisdom, he need not thus have flung away the happiness which would have woven his mortal life of the selfsame texture with the celestial. The momentary circumstance was too strong for him; he failed to look beyond the shadowy scope of time, and, living once for all in eternity, to find the perfect future in the present.”

· lost in the “moment” (present)

· couldn’t see the bigger picture

· couldn’t see what he had

· Fox & Grapes

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SETTING: 

· “latter part of the” 18th century

· Europe

· Height of Enlightenment, scientific age

· Discovery of electricity
· Humanism:

· “faith in man’s ultimate control over nature”

ALLUSIONS:
· Aminadab:

· Book  of Genesis”:  Aminnadab, high priest in Bible, ancestor of David, Christ
· Aminadab = man of religion, Religion

· Aylmer = man of science, Science

· Religion = subservient, 2nd to Science in times like these (then, now)
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Book of Mormon:  Was a priest, fell away from faith, became prison guard. One day it is said that angels came and wrapped Nephi and Lehi in fire, while all around them is total darkness. The Lamanite guards wonder what is going on, and Aminadab tells them "They do converse with the angels of God". When they ask him how they too might be visited by the angels of God, he told them "You must repent, and cry unto the voice, even until ye shall have faith in Christ". From the verses following, it is assumed that he also prayed in faith, had his body encircled about with fire, and became converted again to the Gospel.
· Hawthorne’s character = Fallen Faith??
· Shakespeare’s The Tempest – 
· Ariel & Caliban
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beauty & natural man

· Vulcan & Aphrodite 
· Alchemy, alchemists
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Albertus Magmus
· Cornelius Agrippa

· Paracelsus

· Friar + Brazen Head

· Transactions of the Royal Society

· “Eve of Powers”

· Ideal beauty

· Eve before The Fall

· Eve Tempted?:  contemplating the apple as Serpent snakes around pedestal
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Eve Disconsolate

· Sculpture of Eve by Hiram Powers, 1839 
· Neoclassical

· Carrara marble

· “The Greek Slave” at London Expo
· Elizabeth Barrett Browning on “Slave” as anti-slavery, pro-abolition
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They say Ideal beauty cannot enter
The house of anguish. On the threshold stands
An alien Image with enshackled hands,
Called the Greek Slave! as if the artist meant her
(That passionless perfection which he lent her,
Shadowed not darkened where the sill expands)
To so confront man's crimes in different lands
With man's ideal sense. Pierce to the centre,
Art's fiery finger! and break up ere long
The serfdom of this world. Appeal, fair stone,
From God's pure heights of beauty against man's wrong!
Catch up in thy divine face, not alone
East griefs but west, and strike and shame the strong,
By thunders of white silence, overthrown.
PYGMALION:
· Creates statue – perfections – fall sin love w/it

· Link to myth
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CLINCAL GAZE:
· Before the French Revolution of 1789, clinical work in hospitals involved doctors listening to patients’ stories of illness before basing their diagnosis on indirect evidence. With the Revolution came a change in the organisation of French hospitals and an effort to make medicine more rational, less theoretical and more practical. This brought a rise to prominence of new techniques and technologies, including the stethoscope. Such technologies allowed doctors to examine all cases more carefully.

· In addition to observing living patients, doctors also occasionally opened dead bodies. More specifically, they did this in order to connect patients’ symptoms with lesions found in their organs. From this point on, doctors began to focus on the diseases themselves, and their impact on the body, as well as listening to their patients.

· In the 1960s the French philosopher and historian Michel Foucault questioned the wider implications of the methods developed by French physicians to understand disease. His work focused specifically on the social and political changes brought by the Revolution. He argued that doctors’ new powers of diagnosis relied on their ‘gaze’ - a new type of medical perception and experience. Physicians who observed bodies carefully could potentially penetrate the illusions of outdated theories and see the hidden ‘truth’ of disease. In the process, practitioners gained much power and status, because no-one could challenge their stories of illness. The patient’s own experience or perception became less important than the doctor’s judgment. This trend within biomedicine continued until the second half of the 1900s, when efforts began to be made to look at the patient’s perspective on medical care.

· < http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/broughttolife/techniques/clinicalgaze.aspx >

ALLEGORY:
· DEFINITION:  

· a representation of an abstract or spiritual meaning through concrete or material forms; figurative treatment of one subject under the guise of another; in literature, a symbolical narrative: the allegory of  Piers Plowman (dictionary.com)

· The American Heritage® New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, Third Edition 

· A story that has a deeper or more general meaning in addition to its surface meaning. Allegories are composed of several symbols or metaphors. For example, in The Pilgrim's Progress, by John Bunyan, the character named Christian struggles to escape from a bog or swamp. The story of his difficulty is a symbol of the difficulty of leading a good life in the “bog” of this world. The “bog” is a metaphor or symbol of life's hardships and distractions. Similarly, when Christian loses a heavy pack that he has been carrying on his back, this symbolizes his freedom from the weight of sin that he has been carrying.

· a work of art (play, story, painting) in which the apparent meaning of the story (its plot events & characters) is used to symbolize a deeper moral or spiritual message/theme

· “BM” as moral allegory:

· Intellect

· Beauty, Love

· Bestial Nature

· Georgiana = 

· feminine perfection

· wifely obedience, devotion, love, patience

· Aylmer =

· masculine science

· faith in science

· science, Nature

· perfection

· mad scientist, arrogant scientist

· arrogant

· obsessed

· “slender figure, and pale, intellectual face” = unnatural (dying, unnourished)

· man’s “spiritual element” 

· Aminadab =

· “man’s physical nature”

· natural man

· bestial

· Caliban

· physical strength 

· nourished (contrast to Aylmer’s physical appearance)

· BUT not intellectual strength (doesn’t know @ the math/science work he does; he just does)

· not corrupted by science/alchemy

· not obsessed with it

· doesn’t understand it – it’s just a job

· even HE knows not to mess w/Georgiana’s beauty (“if she were my wife…”)

· FOIL to Aylmer

· laughs at Aylmer (at least 1x at the end)

· BIBLE (?)

· High priest & ancestor of David, Christ

· closer to “natural” man, uncorrupted

· fallen priest of Mormons

· THEMES –

· Dangerous power of knowledge
· Destroy what love (Nature, wife)

· Knowledge + Arrogance = Destruction

· Danger when Man tries to subvert Nature

· Corrupt creation can only create corruption

· Don’t go messing with Nature

· “She permits us, indeed, to mar, but seldom to mend, and, like a jealous patentee, on no account to make”

· Leave well enough alone

· perfection (human) = unattainable

· imperfections = 
· what make us perfect, unique, distinct
· stories
· “Rappaccini’s Daughter”
· Frankenstein

· Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde
· Faust & Dr. Faustus
· ** self-deception **
· Antigone
· Eveline
· WRUG
· GCP
· Hunters
· EU
· Things Carried….
· Danger of “imagination” 

· intellect
· fancy
· fantasy
· obsessions
· self-sacrifice in LOVE, marriage
· she accepts his failures, loves him MORE b/c of them
· she loves him for his passion, drives, ambitions
TODAY:
· Science = new god

· replaces God

· Science vs. God

· Arrogance of science

· Human Genome

· Cloning

· Stem Cell Research

· Proton collider (Large Hadron Collider)

· Human Perfection = possible through science, bio-engineering

· Lack of bio-ethics

· Can’t leave well enough alone

* NOT just literature, Science, Religion:

· How we in our everyday lives, in our relationships, treat people

· Nobody’s perfect

· No diets, exercises

· No media/fashion slave

FEMINISM:
· Men & their stupid hang-ups make women feel self-conscious @ their bodies

· arbitrary ideals

· what turns one on = different for another

· changes every generation, every few years, every fashion cycle (season)

· Men decide what Women should look like

· it’s a Man’s world

· Women seeking perfection, some ideal of beauty that is always changing, allusive, never attainable (human perfection)

· Plastic surgery
· Victoria’s Secret

· tramp stamps

· make-up

· hijabs, kufis,… 

· Beauty = cultural construct, creation, product, invention/fabrication ( arbitrary
CHRISTIANITY:
· human perfection = unattainable in this world

· perfection in death, leave this world & join God

· corruption, imperfection of Intellect, Beauty

· b/c of the FALL of MAN

THE LAUGH:
· Nature:  laughing at Man’s arrogance & foolishness, gloating over another of Man’s failed attempts to understand, alter, improve upon Her & Her Perfection

· Aminadab:  laughing at his Master’s foolishness

