“The Birthmark”
MORE NOTES 1843
· 2 in 1:

· cannot be separated

· spirit & flesh

· divine & mortal

· examples:

· poison:  looks beautiful, fragrant, BUT deadliest poison

· Aylmer:  love, science

· Georgianna

· humans:  divine spirit & mortal flesh

· literary examples
· Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde

· The Invisible Man

· CLINICAL GAZE:

· cold, impersonal

· notices every flaw (not the good)

· looking for trouble, flaws

· unconscionable – no regard for others, nature, order, right/wrong
· THEMES:
· “Don’t Know What You’ve Got til It’s Gone”

· bird in the hand is worth more than 2 in the bush

· anti-perfectionism:  foolishness of striving for perfection

· worse than animals (Antigone, Things, EDU, GMH2F,…)

· MOTIFS:

· red & white
· flush & pale

· anger, love – fear, revulsion, weakness, tiredness, death
· CONFLICT:

· Science vs. Love

· love of science vs. love of woman

· his 2 passions

· he tries to combine them (marriage, union)

· man vs. God/Nature

· Enlightenment (17th C) vs. Romanticism (18th C)

· SCIENCE:

· limits to science

· limits to man’s knowledge

· …for his own good

· ego

· cannot improve upon Nature

· cannot replace Nature/God – as creator

· Tree of Knowledge of Good & Evil:

· some things not meant to know

· for our own good

· Science without God

· Science as God, as religion

· Science replaces God

· HUMANISM (man, no need for God)

· “faith in man’s ultimate control over Nature”

· hides from the Sun (God)

· labs = always dark lairs

· science w/o morality/conscience (uses his wife as Lab rat!)

· Fig Leaf:

· hide from God

· guilt, shame

· know they’ve done (are doing) wrong

· TRAGEDY:

· Georgianna = Tragic Hero 
· brave, resolute, daring
· Antigone – aligns w/higher ideals, not afraid of death?

· she brings up an operation to remove BM

· she goes into his lab

· she drinks the potion (no need for test on geranium)

· Aylmer = Tragic Flaw = 
· Ego, Science 

· never satisfied, always something more

· is Aylmer’s love +/-

· (-) to change her, who she is, won’t accept her for who/what she is

· (+) hold to higher ideal, perfection? [Antigone’s beliefs]

· SYMBOLS:
· Birthmark

· mirror up to nature – 

· reflects the viewers personality 

· we see what we want to see

· (LITERATURE??)

· reader sees what wants to

· literary theory = Aylmer, overanalyzing it, trying to capture it, make sense of it – but destroys its natural beauty
· to her = nothing, trivial

· to other men = “beauty mark” – cute, attractive; “fairy hand”
· to other women = “bloody hand”; hideous (jealous)
· to him = flaw, mortality – defect, “the visible mark of earthly imperfection”
· symbol of her mortality, sinfulness, eventual death

· to us = symbol of OUR fatal Flaw, to see the worst, to make a mountain of mole hill, to “make a hell of heaven” – pessimism, self-destruction

· “The mind is its own place, and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven..” ― John Milton, Paradise Lost

· Aylmer’s book/notes

· Lab 
· = Hell (furnace, demon, spirits)

· Apartment 

· gilded cage

· prison

· she = lab rat

· tricks = nice BUT failures, all for show

· assault the senses

· eyes, nose, ears

· Aminadab =

· Igor in Frankenstein

· Ellie in WRUG

· base humanity

· earthy – soil, ‘the dust” that made us

· no brain, no intellect

· more beast than human

· YET he knows that Aylmer = wrong 

· TRICKS
· just for show – dazzle the senses 

· his FAILURES (flower, light show)

· ALLEGORY:
· Moral = themes against science

· Aylmer = dreamer (intellect, imagination, creativity, spirit), trying to connect the 2
· spiritual element

· Georgianna = divine, beauty
· Aminadab = earthy, base; physical nature
· SLEEP:

· nightmares 
· truth in dreams = 
· too much
· so we lie to ourselves
· DENIAL, REPRESSION

· can’t face what we’ve dreamt of, what we’re feeling
· “an unconscious self-deception”
· to forget dreams when we wake
· NARRATOR:

· more Hawthorne than Aminadab
· intelligent, opinionated – subjective 

· voice of allegory

· against Aylmer – foolish, egotistical
· William Blake – The Clod and the Pebble

· "Love seeketh not itself to please, 

· Nor for itself hath any care, 

· But for another gives its ease, 

· And builds a Heaven in Hell's despair." 

· So sung a little Clod of Clay 

· Trodden with the cattle's feet, 

· But a Pebble of the brook 

· Warbled out these metres meet: 

· "Love seeketh only self to please, 

· To bind another to its delight, 

· Joys in another's loss of ease, 

· And builds a Hell in Heaven's despite."
· 1 CORINTHIANS 13: (NIV)
· 1If I speak in the tonguesa of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,b but do not have love, I gain nothing.

· 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

· 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

· 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
· Eddie & the Cruisers: 

· Arthur Rambaud’s Preface to A Season in Hell (1873)
· Once, if my memory serves me well, my life was a banquet where every heart revealed itself, where every wine flowed.

· One evening I took Beauty in my arms - and I thought her bitter - and I insulted her.

· I steeled myself against justice.

· I fled. O witches, O misery, O hate, my treasure was left in your care!

· I have withered within me all human hope. With the silent leap of a sullen beast, I have downed and strangled every joy.

· I have called for executioners; I want to perish chewing on their gun butts. I have called for plagues, to suffocate in sand and blood. Unhappiness has been my god. I have lain down in the mud, and dried myself off in the crime-infested air. I have played the fool to the point of madness.

· And springtime brought me the frightful laugh of an idiot.

· Now recently, when I found myself ready to croak! I thought to seek the key to the banquet of old, where I might find an appetite again.

· That key is Charity. - This idea proves I was dreaming!

· "You will stay a hyena, etc...," shouts the demon who once crowned me with such pretty poppies. "Seek death with all your desires, and all selfishness, and all the Seven Deadly Sins."

· Ah! I've taken too much of that: - still, dear Satan, don't look so annoyed, I beg you! And while waiting for a few belated cowardices, since you value in a writer all lack of descriptive or didactic flair, I pass you these few foul pages from the diary of a Damned Soul.
· DOMESTIC VIOLENCE???

· BM = shaped like a HAND PRINT

· when he grabs her arm in anger, he leaves a handprint  on her arm

· he leaves HIS print on her

· his hang-ups, his ideals

· inflicts his science on her

· emotionally & verbally abuses her

