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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:

AMERICAN RENAISSANCE-AMERICAN ROMANTICISM
· early to mid-19th century—changes in the NATION

· structurally:
· population growth (4x-31 million)

· number of states (2x-14)

· westward expansion

· West’s political power

· politically:

· West’s political power

· “Age of the Common Man”

· relaxed voter registration

· aristocracy replaced by egalitarianism (social equality)

· common (white) man could vote, rule, was equal

· nationalism:
· “American”

· change in dress

· American interests, history, people

· “Manifest Destiny”:  

· nation = spiritually supreme

· expansion = by the will of God

· patriotic songs, American landscapes, grand architecture

· American language, people, customs

· 1828:  Noah Webster, dictionary

· Regionalism with dialects

· industrialization:
·  “technology” (termed in 1829):

· automation (1-man flour mill in Virginia)

· cotton gin, sewing machine, telegraph

· assembly-line mass production

· improved steam engines

· effects:

· * move from agrarian to industrial society

· * move from towns to big cities

· * “2 nations”:  creates sharp class divisions (haves, have-nots. rich, poor. millionaires, paupers)

· * political corruption

· * shift in political, economic, cultural, human power:  

· New York City, from Boston & Philadelphia

· * pursuit of simplicity, utility, perfection
· ( change in fashion:

· out =

· ornate powdered wigs, knee breeches, cosmetics

· in =

· no wigs, drab stove-pipe trousers, no make-up

· utopian societies & new “religions”:

· Transcendentalists, Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, 

· Universalists, Perfectionists, Millennialists

· social reform, humanitarianism, temperance societies

· abolition movement, anti-slavery society

· debtors prisons abolished

· feminist movement

· right to vote, hold property (Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone)

· improve prisons, asylums (Dorothea Lynde Dix)

· dress reform, right to education (Amelia Jenks Bloomer)

· literacy & education improve/rise:

· books, magazines (500+ by Civil War), newspapers, journals

· mass circulation (penny press)

· compulsory school attendance

	literature:
· from literary dilettantes & gentleman authors

· to professional magazine writers ($$ for publishing)

· prior to Civil War:  few works of fiction (imaginative literature); most books = almanacs, schoolbooks, self-help manuals, books on medicine, religion, law

· fiction = female (women’s magazines)

· poetry = few volumes

· novels = increasing

· historical romances (British authors, esp. Sir Walter Scott)

· “American” literature:
· Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, William Cullen Bryant

· Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville

· Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Thoreau, Walt Whitman

· ROMANTICISM

· TRANSCENDENTALISM

· Regionalism, with local dialects, customs
· average people:  farmers, poor, unlettered, children, noble savages 

· Cult of the Noble Savage 

· untainted by society

· red, white

· less didactic, less political tool

· end of Founding Fathers’ age of political writing

· novels, short stories, poem replaced sermons & manifestos

· drama = no longer wicked, 

· BUT works still = few & 2nd rate

· import of British actors, plays

· = delay of “American drama”




	ROMANTICISM
· from England, Europe to USA

· moral enthusiasm (humanism)
· individualism:  

· faith in the value of the individual, intuitive perception

· suited to USA’s revolutionary heritage & frontier egalitarianism

· humanism, optimism, equality, freedom, intuition (personal, individual)
· natural world = source of goodness VS. man’s world = source of corruption

· revolt against Neo-Classicism (art forms, art rules, models)

· rejection of Calvinistic rationalism

· ( revival meetings, New England Transcendentalism

· settings = “American” settings:  

· groves, pastures, meadows, streams, prairies, forests, oceans
· pastoral themes

· pantheism

· wilderness = symbol of moral law

· pastoral themes, escape civilization

· *establishes a persistent theme of “American” writing

· Leatherstocking Tales, Walden, Huck Finn, Faulkner, Hemingway
· themes = 

· pastoral, nature, Noble Savage, individualism, common man 

· exaltation of love

· social reform, humanitarianism, humanism, reaction against industrialization 

· (see ENGLISH ROMANTICISM)

· less didactic, less political tool:  end of Founding Fathers’ age of political writing

· style =  
· intense, personal, symbolic writing

· imaginative, personal, emotional
· psychological states, psychic states (internal)
· (rebel against rules of Neo-Classicism)
· characters = 

· common, average, poor, outcasts, farmers, uneducated, children

· evaluation of the common man
· “democracy” in literature
· genres = 

· novels, short stories, poem 

· replaced sermons & manifestos

· revival of folk tales & ballads (medievalism)
· Gothic novels of terror & suspense

· Gothic terror novel
· Poe, Hawthorne, Melville
· remote, terrifying, supernatural
· castles, landscapes, moonlight, ghosts
· demonic, mystery of evil


AMERICAN RENAISSANCE:
· mid-19thC

· cultural re-awakening

· New England

· Transcendentalism:  Emerson, Thoreau, 

· History:  Bancroft, Prescott, Motley, Parkman

· “Schoolhouse Poets”:  Longfellow, Lowell, Holmes, Whittier

	TRANSCENDENTALISM
· New England (1830s-1860)

· moral philosophy movement

· literary movement

· not logical, systematized

· reaction to Puritan heritage (strictness, severity)

· rejection of pale NE Unitarianism

· influenced by 

· Romantic literature of Europe

· neo-Platonism, 

· Oriental mysticism, 

· German idealistic philosophy

· feeling over reason

· individual expression over law & custom

· anti-materialism

· man = good; evil = non-existent

· *ends w/horrors of Civil War

· OVERSOUL:

· “transcendent,” all-pervading power of goodness

· an absolute Good

· from which all things come

· of which all things are a part 

· Emerson, Thoreau

· Man is a part of the Good

· the Good is everywhere (nature) (Pantheism)


POST-CIVIL WAR:
· Age of REALISM

· from 18thC rationalism
· Neo-Classicism

· rules, “decorum,” classics of antiquity 

· to early19thC romanticism 

· rejected the stale wisdom, ruined promises of NC

· new liberties, ideas concerning art & literature, life & politics

· individualism, optimism
· (-) “King Mob,” selfishness, materialism

· contraries (2 in 1):  spiritual dreams + growing materialism

· excesses and conflicts ( civil war

· to late 19thC realism 

· rejected Romanticism’s subjectivity, “decline,” supernatural, pantheism, noble savage 

· (- of Romanticism):  selfishness, materialism, pessimism, “addiction” to despair 
· ( realistic, face/tackle socio-political issues of a complex society
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