"All history, all our experience, teaches us that no human relationship is constant, it is as unstable as the living beings who compose it, and they must balance like jugglers if it is to remain; if it is constant it is no longer a human relationship but a social habit, the emphasis in it has passed from love to marriage."
- E.M. Forster, Aspects of the Novel

BASIC LITERARY TERMS:  Fiction, Poetry, Drama
FICTION:

Definitions
· literature - intentional, artistic use of language for a specific purpose. 

· canon - The literary canon is a collection of works that are considered important artistic or cultural texts. Until the 1950s, the literary canon was relatively stable--and dominated by texts by white middle- and upper-middle class male writers. Today, with prodding from various theoretical perspectives, first and most famously feminism, but also broader gender theory, class theory, post colonialism, and new historicism, the canon has been expanded to include many more works by overlooked types of authors: women, indigenous peoples, etc. Some would even argue that the "canon" as such no longer exists.

· genre - This term is used to describe a class of writing that shares a core set of common characteristics. Categories like poetry, drama, and fiction are common examples. However, this term is used differently by different literary scholars. For example, one scholar may consider poetry a genre and the sonnet a sub-genre of poetry, while another may consider the sonnet a genre unto itself. Whenever you see this term, be aware of the specific context so that you understand how broadly it is being applied.

· fiction - Genre of literature written in prose and containing a narrative or plot structure, setting, characters, and a narrative point of view.

· poetry - Form (or genre) of literature written in verse--that is, writing that is not prose--often characterized by line breaks. Poetry can have many formal features such as rhyme and meter.

· drama or dramatic work - Genre of literature characterized by the interchange of direct speech by one, and more commonly, two or more characters. A drama is meant to be acted rather than merely read.

· narrative - A general term for the story in a piece of literature. All of the main genres--fiction, poetry, drama--can have a narrative element.

Plot: Freytag's Pyramid
· plot - The events or actions in a story. Works of poetry, fiction, and drama can all have a plot, and the plot structure can take many forms. 


1. exposition - Term used in Freytag's Pyramid to describe events at the beginning of a story. The exposition is the starting point of a narrative and can be thought of as the status quo, before the complications of the plot begin.

2. rising action - Term used in Freytag's Pyramid to describe the plot complications that drive the narrative toward the climax. Often, much of the narrative energy is involved in developing the rising action.

3. climax - Term for the turning point in a narrative. After the climax has occurred, the characters in the story can never return to the status quo, or the state of affairs before the narrative complications took place. Narratives can have more than one climax, depending upon the complexity of the structure.

4. falling action - Term used in Freytag's Pyramid to describe events after the climax has taken place that drive the narrative toward the resolution.

5. resolution - Term that describes the final state of affairs in a narrative; the resolution is the end to the story. Some narratives resist a resolution and remain open ended.

more plot representations
Character
· character - Person represented in a narrative who is interpreted by the reader (or meant to be interpreted by the reader) as having moral, physical, emotional, and other human qualities. The character takes part in the plot action.

· flat character - This term was first introduced by writer E.M. Forster in his book Aspects of the Novel, and it refers to a character who can be simply described and who does not undergo change throughout the narrative. Contrary to popular belief, the term "flat" is not a negative or derogatory description.

· round character - This term was first introduced by writer E.M. Forster in his book Aspects of the Novel, and it refers to a character who is complex. 

“The test of a round character is whether it is capable of surprising in a convincing way. If it never surprises, it is flat. If it does not convince, it is a flat pretending to be round. It has the incalculability of life about it—life within the pages of a book.” - E.M. Forster, Aspects of the Novel <http://classiclit.about.com/od/aspectsofthenovel/a/aa_aspects.htm>

· protagonist - a main character in a narrative; the story may center around this character or be told from the point of view of this character. There may be more than one protagonist in a work. Usually, the protagonist is a dynamic character, a character who changes throughout the story, but this is not always true.

· antagonist - a character in a narrative who opposes the aims or goals of the protagonist or creates obstacles to the accomplishment of the plot. An antagonist is sometimes a foil of the protagonist.

· epiphany - a sudden moment of self-realization. Characters who experience an epiphany are round characters. 

Setting
· setting - The location where the plot of the story takes place. Setting can refer to the overall location (such as "Italy"), but also localized physical locations where plot actions take place (such as "dark, ancient, catacombs").

Point of View
· point of view - the technique of narration that represents how the reader will be shown the story. There are several types of narrative points of view:

· first person narrator - the speaker is a character in the story and uses pronouns like "I" and "me." The reader experiences the story from this character's point of view, and all information is filtered through this character's experience and interpretation.

· third person omniscient narrator - the speaker is not a part of the action of the story but knows everything about the story. An omniscient narrator can provide the reader with actions from many locations and different times as well as the thoughts and feelings of any of the characters. Sometimes a narrator of this sort is intrusive meaning that they use various techniques to influence the reader's interpretation of events and characters, such as interrupting the narrative to provide an opinion on the action or withholding information from the reader.

· third person limited narrator - this narrator is not part of the story, but tells the story from a limited perspective--often from the view point of a specific character or limited number of characters. This type of narrator can also be intrusive. 

· intrusive narrator- a narrator who actively comments on the events in the story with the purpose of shaping the interpretation of the reader. Any type of third person narrator may be intrusive.

POETRY:

· poetry - Form (or genre) of literature written in verse--that is, writing that is not prose--often characterized by line breaks. Poetry can have many formal features such as rhyme and meter.

· line - a single line of verse in a poem. Lines are composed of metrical feet.

· stanza - a unit of meaning in a poem made up of multiple lines. Stanzas are usually marked by white space before and after. A stanza in a poem is analogous to a paragraph in fiction.

· turn - moment in a poem where the meaning changes significantly. There may be more than one turn in a poem. In some forms of poetry (e.g. the sonnet) there are specific places where the turn occurs that are also signaled by changes in other features such as meter or rhyme scheme.

· speaker - The voice of a poem or narrative, when separate from a specific character. The speaker is the author's representation of a guiding presence to lead the reader through a work or present a specific point of view towards the topic.

· narrator - The voice in work of fiction who guides the reader's perspective.

DRAMA:
· drama or dramatic work - Genre of literature characterized by the interchange of direct speech by one, and more commonly, two or more characters. A drama is meant to be acted rather than merely read.

formal features
· act - largest unit of meaning in a drama or dramatic work, usually made up of one or more scenes. There are several typical types of organizations involving acts: the one act play is akin to a short story; all the development and action takes place in the short space of a single act. Three act plays and five act plays are typical for longer works. Though it is conventional to divide plays this way, it is not mandatory to have an act structure.

· scene - the smallest unit of meaning in a dramatic work, typically bounded by the entrance of characters at the beginning and their exit at the end. Usually, one or more scenes make up an act.

· cast of characters - List at the beginning of a drama that names the characters and gives a brief description of their relationships to each other or their function in the work.

· dialogue - the direct speech of different characters in a dramatic work. 

· stage directions - text in the written form of a drama that indicates to the director, actors, and reader additional information about various aspects of the scene. Stage directions may provide instructions about setting (physical location, time of day, etc) as well as provide instructions for actors about how specific lines should be said. Stage directions are usually indicated with square brackets and italic text.

conventions
· aside - technique used in drama where one character of a group on stage will address the audience directly. The other stage characters remain unaware of the audience. This technique can be used to generate sympathy or between the audience and a character.

· soliloquy - A technique used in drama where a single character on stage speaks about his or her inner thoughts or feelings. The character is not aware of the audience while giving the speech, but is meant to be speaking to him or herself. The most famous soliloquy in English drama is Hamlet's "To be, or not to be..." speech in Act III Scene 1 of Shakespeare's play.

