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IRELAND:  Background

IRISH DIASPORA
· ENGLISH ABSENTEE LANDLORDS
· Irish held little property

· English landlords = absent yet controlling

· high rents

· low wages

· like indentured servants

· #1 INDUSTRY
· agriculture

· used antiquated tools

· used backwards methods

· POVERTY
· wages = low

· 8 pence per day

· wages = 1/5 of what they could earn in USA

· EMIGRATION WAVE #1
· 1816-30

· 6,000 – 12,000  Irish to America

· worked on canals (Erie Canal)

· IRISH POTATO FAMINE
· potato = main food source

· 1845

· serious blight on Irish potatoes

· ruined @ 1/3 of crop

· returned 1846, 1847

· 350,000 = dead

· 1845-1850:  @ 1 million = dead
· starvation

· typhus outbreak

· “an infectious disease that causes fever, severe headaches, a rash, and often delirium. It is spread by ticks and fleas carried by rodent”
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· EMIGRATION WAVE #2
· 1846-55

· 92,000+, 196,000+, 173,000+, 204,000+, 206,000+

· in 10 years, @ 2 million Irish emigrated to USA 

· (1/4 of the population)

LIFE in USA:
· states = eastern

· New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey

· Massachusetts, Ohio, Illinois

· poverty

· no $$ to buy land

· no $$ to move

· lived in poverty

· worked manual labor jobs

· railroads (in Illinois)

· coal mines (Pennsylvania)

· Molly Maguires (1875)
· Democrats
· since Republicans wanted to free slaves

· free slaves = move to North & take Irish jobs

EMIGRATION:

· 1820-1920

· 4 ½ million Irish

· assimilation issues in public schools (John Dewey, 1902)

· labor unions
1916 EASTER UPRISING:
· Irish Nationalism
· (influence of the French Revolution’s core belief in liberty, equality, fraternity, & democracy)

· reestablishment & celebration of IRISH language & culture

· economic, religious, political reforms:

· economic reform

· Irish Catholics wanted equality

· Irish Protestants wanted parliamentary reform

· Free Ireland

· separate from Britain

· 1792:

· United Irishmen

· 1793:

· Irish parliament passed the Catholic Relief Act which gave Catholics the right to vote
· although they could basically only vote for Protestants

· couldn’t hold office, had to be Roman Catholic

· 1790’s:

· uprisings

· Protestant vs. Catholic

· Irish vs. English

· mix in English enemies, France

· 1800:
· Act of Union

· passed 1801, by British & Irish parliaments

· “the United Kingdom of Britain and Ireland”

· Dublin parliament = abolished, Irish representation in Britain


· Anglican Church = official church of Ireland

· NO Catholics in office

· NO Catholic Emancipation 

· George III vetoed any Catholic Emancipation

· LACKS any social & economic reforms

· (a setback to Irish nationalism)
· 1893:  

· Gaelic League is formed (to reestablish IRISH culture & language)
· 1899:

· Sein Finn (political outgrowth of GL)

· withdrawal of Irish members from English Parliament

· establishment of Irish Parliament

· repeal 1800 Act of Union

· boycott English goods & military (army, navy)

· general non-cooperation

· 1910-1913:  practically dormant
· growth of Irish Socialists & Irish Republican Brotherhood

· 1916:

· German ship lands w/arms

· against British law

· Germany vs. Britain in WORLD WAR I

· hoped to busy England w/ Ireland so Britain wouldn’t get involved in Germany’s affairs when it attacked Russia & others

· rebellion planned during Easter

· martial law = declared in Dublin

· execution (hanging) of Sir Roger Casement (helped w/ German munitions)

· EASTER MONDAY (4/24/16) to Friday

· not supported by majority of Irish public opinion

· take over several (7) buildings in Dublin

· General Post Office (became HQ)

· Four Courts, Jacob’s Factory, Boland’s Bakery, South Dublin Union

· St. Stephen’s Green, College of Surgeons

· Irish republican Brotherhood

· Professor MacNeill = leader

· Irish Volunteers & Irish Citizen Army

· 400 British troops vs. 1000 Irish insurgents

· quickly changed to 4500 troops to 20,000 troops

· artillery attacks ( damaged much of central Dublin

· loss of life:
· several British soldiers
· few (64) Irish dissenters/rebels
· RESULTS:

· 50,000 British troops

· occupation

· IRA:  Irish Republican Army 

· consisted of the 6 organizations involved in the 1916 uprising

· National Volunteers, Citizens’ Army, Hibernian Rifles

· Fianna Eireann, Cumann na mBan, Foresters

· THE DUBLINERS = 
· part of Irish Nationalism movement

· “EVELINE”

· 2 years later

· starving for lack of food (eats ZOO meat)

· father = part of IRA

· killed

· Eveline killed, innocent by-stander, walking home from work

· “Eveline” as Star Wars
· rebel army

· evil Empire

