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CHARLES STARKWEATHER & CARIL ANN FUGATE
STARKWEATHER:
· 19

· felon, robber

· “Little Red”

· James-Dean-wannabe

[image: image2.png]


FUGATE:
· 14

· His girlfriend

January 1958:
· shoots Fugate’s parents w/shotgun in their home while waiting for Caril

· Caril  = 14

· Caril returns, he kills her 2-year-old sister

· Caril sends away visitors

· week-long killing spree

· Nebraska to Wyoming

· killed 7 people

· when caught, he initially tried to absolve her – she was his hostage

· then she turned on him & then he on her

· he:  death sentence (electric chair 1959)

· she:  life (paroled 1977)

1958:
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end of the conservative 1950s

· birth of the Rock N Roll culture

· rebellion

· Elvis Presley, James Dean 
· violence & alienation foreboding
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MOVIES:
· Badlands 
· Wild At Heart
· True Romance 
· Kalifornia
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Natural Born Killers
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Smooth Talk
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Charles Schmid, Jr.
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March 1964-65
· Arizona

·  “Pied Piper of Tuscon”

· 23

· Smitty

· Elvis-wannabe

· stuffed boots (5’3”)

· dyed hair (jet black)
· pancake make-up (dark tan, w/white lipstick, beauty mark)
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blue eyes

· braggart 
· sexual exploits

· murderous exploits (Rowe)

· never turned in

· party-guy: 
· $330/month from parents

· own cottage

· older

· “sophisticated”

· Tuscon:

· the “Speedway” strip w/

· juke joints

· drive-ins

· restless, bored, daring, thrill-seeking teens

· teenage runaways

· lax parenting

· birth control pills

· previously raped & killed but never proven Alleen Rowe, 15 (1964)

· witnessed by (but never reported by) John Saunders & Mary Rae French

· smashed pet cat against wall

· killed Gretchen Fritz, 17 & her sister Wendy, 13

· she = wild child – loud, headstrong, partier, troublemaker at school, spoiled by daddy heart doctor, 

· took friend, Richard Bruns (reform school kid), out to the desert to see the bodies & BRAG

· Bruns eventually (haunted by nightmares that his new girlfriend would be Smitty’s next victim) tells police & takes them to the body

· Saunders & French = arrested, turn state’s evidence, get life & 4 yrs. respectively

· convicted & sentenced (1966) to gas chamber 
· Arizona repeals death sentence

· 1975:  beaten & stabbed to death in prison

· before arrested, he married a 15-yr.-old girl

GOLDEN CALF
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Idolatry:  worshipping of graven images, idols

·  Exodus 32:  The Golden Calf
Persephone & Hades
· Persephone snatched from field by lusting Hades

· carried to Underworld, made wife

· pomegranates

· Demeter & seasons of the year
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Death & the Maiden
· Renaissance art motif

· seduced by death

· erotic subtext
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sex & sin

· human 

· mortality, limits of beauty & youth

· short-lived passions

· Pass by! O pass me by!

· Away, wild mask of death!

· I am still young! Oh why

· destroy me with your breath?

· Give me your hand, you lovely, tender child

· I am your friend and bring no harm.

· Have courage. See, I am not wild.

· Now go to sleep upon my arm.

· Schubert's 1817 suite Der Tod und das Mädchen
· from Dance w/Dance 

· (Danse Macabre)

· all walks of life MUST dance w/death

· dance all the way to the grave

GIRLS & BAD BOYS
· walk on the wild side

· flirt with danger

· proving adulthood

· break from daddy 

· or get back at daddy

· other “reasons”

· he can be fixed

· he pursued me, showed me attention

· he’s exciting
