Charles Starkweather

American garbage man and lover of comic magazines. Known as ‘Little Red’ on account of his bow-legged, unprepossessing physical appearance and red hair, Starkweather (aged 19) modeled himself on film star James Dean.

Starkweather had already killed while committing a robbery, before he started on the week of killing which made him a mass murderer.

On 21 January 1958 Starkweather visited the home of his girlfriend, 14-year-old Caril Ann Fugate; while waiting for her to return he toyed with the .22 hunting rifle which he had with him. The girl’s mother shouted at him to stop fiddling with the rifle - he shot both her and her husband dead. When Caril Ann arrived home he entered her sister’s bedroom and choked the 2-year-old to death.

The couple put a notice on the door, telling the world, ‘Every Body is sick with the Flu.’ A relative called, and though apparently fobbed off by Caril Ann, notified the police. Officers went to the house, and they too were sent away by the girl. When they returned the house was empty save for three corpses.

An alert went out for Starkweather and his companion, and in the week of terror which ensued ‘Little Red’ shot and stabbed seven people. Twelve hundred police and national guardsmen were deployed in the hunt for the pair, who were eventually located at Douglas, Wyoming.

When arrested, Starkweather attempted to absolve the girl by saying she had been his hostage, but when the girl called him a killer he changed his tone. In his confession he said, ‘The more I looked at people, the more I hated them because I knowed there wasn’t any place for me with the kind of people I knowed…A bunch of God-damned sons of bitches looking for somebody to make fun of…’

Caril Ann Fugate maintained her innocence at the couple’s trial, but she was found guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment, and Starkweather was condemned to death. He died in the electric chair on 25 June 1959 at Nebraska State Penitentiary. Caril was released on parole in 1977.

<http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/hammer/73/starkweather.html>

CHARLES STARKWEATHER & CARIL FUGATE
Introduction By Marilyn Bardsley
In 1958, nineteen-year-old Charles Starkweather was desperate. Desperate to marry his jailbait girlfriend. Desperate to make some money for himself so he wouldn't be broke every day of his life. Desperate to get out of the Nebraska town where everyone had figured him for a loser.

He and Caril Fugate embarked on a murder spree that horrified the country. This was the country that had elected Eisenhower and Nixon for a second term in 1956 and where the FBI's J. Edgar Hoover was firmly entrenched as the national policeman. This was also a country that was undergoing unsettling cultural changes. Frightening and offensive symbols of rebellion emerged and thrived: Elvis Presley, James Dean and the whole rock 'n roll culture focused on a new generation that challenged the status quo of the sterile 1950's.

The country that uncomfortably watched James Dean's Rebel Without A Cause in 1956 suddenly saw a Dean-like figure in Charles Starkweather to make them really uncomfortable. What was the world coming to? Were the violence and the alienation of Starkweather just the beginning of some uncontrollable trend that would destroy the fabric of society?

Perhaps, but it would take longer than anyone then expected. The cinematic embodiments of the Starkweather murder spree took a long time to hit the market and did not take hold as a genre for over 35 years. By then, Starkweather and Fugate are merely smudged antecedents, unrecognizable as a direct characters — present only in their angst and isolation.

This frightening rebel twosome inspired a whole series of mainstream and not-so-mainstream movies like the 1974 Badlands of Terrence Malick, Wild At Heart by David Lynch, Quentin Tarantino and Tony Scott's 1993 True Romance, Dominic Sena's 1993 Kalifornia, and Oliver Stone's 1994 Natural Born Killers.

<http://www.crimelibrary.com/notorious_murders/mass/starkweather/index_1.html>
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