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John Updike “A&P” 
CHARACTERS:
· Sammy

· 3 girls 
· bathing suits, no shoes, no push cart

· vivid IMAGERY
	(1) “PLAID”
	(2) “Big Tall Goony-Goony”
	(3) “Queenie”


	· plaid bright green two-piece

· 1st one to grab Sammy’s attention

· chubby

· “a chunky kid,

· “w/a good tan & 

· a sweet broad soft-looking can w/ those two crescents of white just under it, where the sun never seems to hit, at the top of the backs of her legs”

· suit = new

· belly = less tan

· bra seams = crisp still

· berry face

· pursed lips

· (while Queenie = goddess, Sammy’s attracted to this one)


	· tall one

· black hair (didn’t frizz right)

· sun burned

· chin = too long

· liked b/c “‘striking’” & “‘attractive’” to other girls (but not quite – not too attractive)


	· led the other 2

· white prima donna legs

· didn’t look around – knew what she was looking for

· knows what she wants

· walked hard on heels (unused to walking barefoot)

· walked slowly, held self up straight

· “dirty-pink –beige may” bathing suit

· shoulder straps off the shoulder

· turn-on

· makes her look naked (no clothing from her chest to her face)

· strange simile:  “like a dented sheet of metal titled in the light”

· “slip”?

· followed by:  “I mean, it was more than pretty.” (pretty & metal??)

· sun-bleached hair

· up in a bun, unraveling

· prim face

· head held high

· blue eyes




· [image: image9.png]


Stokesie
· in the 2nd slot 
· married
· 2 babies

· 22

· lifer, company man – plans on being store manager somebody

· Mr. McMahon
· Meat Man
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older – How old is “old” to Sammy??

· sizes girls up

· Lengel
· store manager

· tight-ass

· teaches Sunday school (PURITAN)

· haggles over produce

· gives girls hard time

· “didn’t miss much”

· friend of Sammy’s parents for years (got him the job there)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLOT:
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in medias res
· “In walks these three girls in nothing but bathing suits.”

· attention-grabber

· 1st person POV
· personal

· brutally honest

· unADULTerated

· PRESENT tense
· but not happening now
· being retold after the fact
· “the sad part of the story”
· “historical present”
· gives an immediacy to the action
· on a slow Thursday afternoon
· Sammy

· 19 (this past April)
· 3rd check-out counter 

· w/back to the door
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doesn’t see them at 1st 

· until they’re over by the bread

· distracted by the girls
· rings up HiHo crackers 2x

· “cash-register-watcher”

· “a witch about fifty w/rogue on her cheekbones & no eyebrows”

· witch – “they would have burned her over in Salem”

· KEEN OBSERVATION

· sharp power of observation

· for FLAWS

· physical description of girls

· SEXIST?:

· “a witch about 50 w/rogue on her cheek…burned her over in Salem”

· “You never know for sure how girls’ minds works (do you really think it’s a mind in there or just a little buzz like a bee in a glass jar?) …
· “houseslaves”

· Turned on by Queenie
· self-respect

· sure of herself

· walked slow & deliberate

· knew what she wanted

· “what got me” … shoulder straps off shoulder

· creates a rim of white

· reveals her white shoulders

· “it was more than pretty”

· his innocence – doesn’t have a word for what he’s feeling yet

· (sexual awakening)

· girls’ trek
· down to bread

· back past special bins

· to dog food etc. aisle

· fat one thinks @ getting cookies (conscious of her weight)

· girls walking against the traffic pattern down the aisle

· against the grain

· own path (“POWDER”)
· girls = out of place (beach clothes in supermarket)

· Stokesie notices girls

	SETTING:
· 1961

· story = written

· Great RED Scare (McCarthy Era)
· Russia allusion (by 1990, they’ll own the store)

· (Communism, conformity, all the same, “sheep”)

· pre-Sexual Revolution, pre-Beatles, pre-Kennedy assassination (“Camelot”)

· time of INNOCENCE
· time of strong social mores/values, morals
· post-1950s CONFORMITY
· Man in the Gray Flannel Suit
· Zoo Story
· A&P
· Atlantic & Pacific 

· grocery chain (chain = conformity)

· slaves to conformity

·  “sheep”

· “houseslaves” 
· junk (toys, records)

· a trap

· just letters ( dehumanized (sheep)

· TOWN = 

· 5 miles from any beach

· summer colony on the Point

· store = in middle of town

· 2 banks

· Congregational Church:  
· Protestant, independently run (by congregations)
· linked to PURITANS (Puritan reformation), Robert Browne 1592

· nonconformist religious movement

· “separatists” or “independents”

· Mass. Bay Colony, New England (PURITAN pilgrims)

· involved in social reform (abolition, suffrage)

· newspaper store

· 3 real estate offices

· 27 freeloaders tearing up Central Street (sewer broke - again)

· north of Boston – nowhere near the Cape or ocean

· (Puritans, Mayflower, social mores)

· pinball reference (store = PB game, aisles = tunnels) …. Sammy’s youth
· food items

· social mores 

· Tony Martin

· junk toys

· half-dollar coins

· (summer = key to story)
· girls’ dress, presence

· Sammy’s quit exit

· summer of life

· next = winter (adulthood, responsibility)

· slow Thursday afternoon

· nothing to do but wait & watch the girls 

· (if it were busy, he’d not have been paying them attention)


· ask Mr. McMahon for directions & he leers at them as they walk away

· Sammy starts to feel sorry for girls

· change in his attitude

· growing up

· more than sex objects (what “objectification” looks like from ‘dirty old man’ like McMahon)

· “Poor kids, I began to feel sorry for them, they couldn’t help it.”

· girls = too young to realize their attraction, what they were doing (naive)
· draws our attention to it
· “Now here comes the sad part of the story, at least my family says it’s sad but I don’t think it’s sad myself.”
· Sammy = happy w/his decision
· Kingfish Fancy Herring Snacks in Pure Sour Cream:  $.49

· bare, naked

· bare feet, bare shoulders, bare fingers, bare wrists

· pulls the money from between her breasts (!)
· Lengel comes from haggling w/produce truck to hassle girls

· WHY??

· They’re so close to leaving

· Queenie blushes (embarrassed)

· from her voice he pictures her living room (VISION)
· $$$$

· men = in ice-cream coats & bow ties

· women = in sandals & herring snacks 
· all w/beach drinks (martinis, mint juleps)

· contrasts to his own family - C/C

· Sammy smiling at Lengel’s repeating/attitude/to-do & Queenie

· “sad Sunday-school-superintendent stare”

· Fat One pipes up: self-defense (not shopping, only 1 item)

· Queenie shows class:  “We are decent.” 

· angry – remembers her place – above ‘these people’

· “That’s policy for you.  Policy is what the kingpins want.  What the others want is juvenile delinquency.”
· policy = rules, regulations…conformity
· Sammy hasn’t wrung up the herring yet

· thinking @ something

· not told what it is (sex, epiphany) – thoughts w/o words yet
· (foreshadowing)

· dull, ,mundane tasks (monkey!) – he makes a song out of it

· treats the dollar bill w/reverence – it just came from between her breasts!!

· Sammy wraps the herring in a bags, gives, “I quit.”

· “quick enough for them to hear, hoping they’ll stop & watch me, their unsuspected HERO”

· they keep going, no turn, to their car & gone

· still objectifies the girls 
· (Fat One’s butt, tall one’s “raw material,” Queenie’s 2 “scoops of vanilla”)

· Sammy’s stand

· “You didn’t have to embarrass them.”

· “Fiddle-de-doo.” I know what I’m saying (FU).

· Lengel:  You don’t want to do this to your parents.
· Sammy really doesn’t want to hurt family ($$ they need the money)
· BUT:

· “But it seems to me that once you begin a gesture it’s fatal not to go through with it.”

· THEME

· loyal to a losing cause (Antony in A&E)(Antigone)

· what’s the “gesture”?

· what if he did go back on it – Lengel gives him the opening

· hands in apron, bow tie

· Lengel’s threat:  “You’ll feel this for the rest of your life.”

· Sammy’s response:  knows it’s true BUT feels angry (“scrunchy inside”) over his TX of Queenie & hits the “No Sale” button

· not buying it (expletive) (FU)
· lucky it’s in the summer (SETTING) so he doesn’t have to make an exit scene (just walks out)

· mother still irons his shirts

· no girls – just children nagging mother

· Sammy looks back into store - Lengel took over Sammy’s place 

· life goes on ?? OR Lengel looked old & stiff

· “my stomach kind of fell as I felt how hard the world was going to be to me hereafter”

· ping of regret

· realization of ??? (non-conformity, standing up for little guy)

· follows heart

· impulsive (what’s the impulse?) – w/o considering the consequences
· hates women

· out of his class (“Necklace”)

· tilting at windmills, lost causes

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UPDIKE’S SLIPS?:
· inconsistent characterization

· narrator uses words his character wouldn’t BUT Updike would

· “crescent”

· “burned her over in Salem”

· “like a dented sheet of metal titled in the light”

· “hereafter”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RHETORICAL STRATEGIES:
· Narration: 

· obviously – it’s a story

· Description:  

· physical description of girls, herring can, Lengel
· geography of supermarket

· D/C:

· types of people, customers

· “cash-register-watchers”

· “sheep” x3
· “houseslaves”

· old people (“bums”) w/lots of pineapple juice

· “sad Sunday-school-superintendent stare”

· “like scared pigs in a shute”

· “young married screaming with her children…”

· C/C:

· contrast between girls in swimsuits at beach vs. in grocery store
· HAS to be at there – otherwise, he wouldn’t have noticed them
· contrast between the girls (esp. Queenie) & the other houseslaves & sheep

· contrast between girls & town:  women put on clothes to cover up (varicose veins, children [or decency])

· contrast between Queenie’s home & Sammy’s ($$$, fancy drinks vs. lemonade or Schlitz in cartoon glasses) 
· social classes
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TODAY:
· Wal-Mart, super-centers

· China junk products

· discount music

· college jobs (McJobs)
· trapped in nowhere jobs

· stage of psycho-social development…Age of Self-Righteousness
· conformity

BUT

· social mores = relaxed (what dress codes?)

· OR….“no shoes, no shirt, no service”

· class struggles, rivalries

· haves vs. have nots  (“Occupy Wall St.)
· townies vs. vacationers

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SONGS:
· “Walking Contradiction”

· “Take This Job & Shove It”

· “I’m Moving Out (Anthony’s Song)”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THEMES:
· class struggle
· Queenie’s rich family vs. Sammy’s working class
· snack
· leisure time (they don’t have to work, like Sammy)
· own car
· “remembers her place” – better than these ‘townies’
· always “prim” & proper:   walk, head held high, money, inflection
· (Hamptons, NJ beach)
· Sammy has to work 
· to support/help support family
· work during the summer (rather be swimming)
· no car of his own
· mother irons his shirts
· FABLE

· Don’t cut off your nose to spite your face
· Look before you leap
· Think before you act
· Don’t judge a book by its cover
· Tilting at windmills 
· Don Quixote
· fighting lost causes
· loyal to a (lost) cause
	adulthood = (to Sammy) (adults portrayed as)
	kids =

	· sheep, pigs, slaves

· usual traffic

· junk

· policy

· decency

· hard-ass (Lengel)
· old perv (Mr. McMahon)
· register-watcher (witch)

· old people as “bums”

· bourgeois


	· no policies, no rules

· no decency

· just having fun

· no responsibility

· no consequences

· (no job)

· rebellion 
· stick it to the man, break the rules

· “juvenile delinquency”


· growing up, bildungsroman, coming of age

· transitional period of development

· between adolescence & young adulthood….TWEENER
(Sammy acts as)
	adolescent
	adult

	· quick to prejudge, pigeon-toe, stereotype

· “sheep”

· sexist (even at end)
· similes/metaphors = childlike (ice cream, pinball)

· self-serving

· wants to impress the girls with his heroic measure

· doesn’t want to hurt his parents

· “rest of my life” histrionics, dramatics, black-&-white thinking


	· able to change his mind @ girls from earlier prejudgment

· stands up for the girls

· tries to defend their innocence

· takes a stand

· bravery

· sincere




· Is Sammy = America??

· changing times

· music, mores
· sexual awakening
· “But it seems to me that once you begin a gesture it’s fatal not to go through with it.”

· my stomach kind of fell as I felt how hard the world was going to be to me hereafter
	· anti-Conformity:
· sheep

· house slaves

· Communism

· Congregational Church

· aisle setup (everything’s mixed together – pet food, cookies, cereal, pasta, …)

· “A&P” – title/name itself


· blindness

· “sheep”

· “glare” at the beach, in the parking lot, of every day life

· distance:

· physical (behind the counter/register)

· sexual (Stokesie w/kids)

· social (girls - rich/poor)

· age (Lengel, witch)

· emotional (maturity)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
STUDY in CONTRADICTION:
· ** human nature **

· +/- of Sammy

· (see above)

· transitional period

· old ways & news ways = mixed, overlap
· “When I was a child, I thought as a child, spake as a child BUT now that I am a man, I have put away such childish ways”

· DICHOTOMIES:

· young-old

· tourists-townies

· short-timers-lifers

· work-play

· rich-working class

· public-private moral codes

· policy-delinquency

** these mirror Sammy’s “black-white thinking”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WHY SAMMY QUITS:
· ?? political rebel, troubled adolescent, punishment for lustful thoughts ??

· Updike:  “sacrifice of respectability” & break “from bourgeois norm”

· self-serving:

· to get the girls’ attention

· mock-heroic effort, vainglorious, bravado
· sincere:

· genuine gesture on their behalf

· stands up for them

· takes a stand

· feels they’re wrongly accused

· respects/admires them:  when they’re challenged, they assert themselves

· self-assertion, self-respect, individuality, non-conformity

· anti-“sheep”

· from a sexual attraction (objectification)

· to a human admiration (respect)

· IRONY – if he didn’t objectify them at first, notice them, lust after them, then he wouldn’t have noticed what they did

· UNRELIABLE NARRATOR??:
· retold after the fact

· Sammy = older … wiser? …. jaded?

· trying to make himself the hero

· explains the Updike inconsistencies

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SAMMY +/-:
	(-)
	(+)

	· self-satisfied, self-righteous

· judgmental, too quick to judge

· customers as sheep, slaves, pigs, bums
· girls

· deluded

· male chauvinist pig

· objectification

· girls’ brains = “bee in a jar”

· drama, histrionic, black-&-white thinking, myopic, short-term, now-&-forever

· “rest of my life”

· futile heroic act


	· empathizes with girls

· not as mindless

· not as sex objects

· but as fellow humans beings…being bullied

· sincere gesture

· sensitivity

· futile act of heroism BUT sees it through

· never really sexual (wonder, awe, doesn’t even have the words for his feelings)

· changes

· feels sorry for them

· recognizes classiness

· recognizes injustice & stands up for them




---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HUMAN NATURE:
· John Updike:  “I want stories to startle and engage me within the first few sentences, and in their middle to widen or deepen or sharpen my knowledge of human activity, and to end by giving me a sensation of completed statement.”

· Shouldn’t ALL Literature do that?

· this story’s 1st line

· What is Updike’s “completed statement” @ human nature?

· walking contradiction 

· +/-

· (Green Day song)
· Age of Self-Righteousness meets Age of Adulthood

· getting stuck in dead-end jobs

· part-time “college jobs”

· bosses

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LITERARY APPROACHES:
· Feminism (objectification of women)

· Anthropological (class struggles)

· Psycho-Analytical (stages of psycho-social development)

· Historical (pre-Sexual Revolution)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OTHER STORIES:
· human nature – human character (all stories)

· “Say Yes” (contradiction; self-serving)

· “Powder” 
· (+/-)

· own path (girls walk down wrong side, dress way want to)

· “Prodigal Son” (+/-)

· “Clod & Pebble” (+/-; self-serving)

· “Necklace” out of his class 

· “Story Hour” (brutal honesty) -- POV
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

QUESTIONS:
· Do you think the girls knew what they were doing?

· innocent (sexually innocent, pre-Lapsarian)

· trying to get everyone all hot & bothered

· clothes

· walk

· aisle traffic

· money from breasts

· What @ Sammy?

· +/-

· Why does Sammy quit?

· Was Sammy just looking for a reason to quit?

· bored

· immature, doesn’t want to grow up/have responsibility (Peter Pan)

· parents got him the job

· What do you think the girls thought of Sammy’s “gesture”?

· Why does Lengel hassle & embarrass the girls?

· Explain “my stomach kind of fell as I felt how hard the world was going to be to me hereafter”

· Epilogue:  What happens to Sammy?

· “…but I don’t think it’s sad myself.”
· ALTERNATE ENDING:
· Sammy went to beach to find girls BUT doesn’t find them
· Which is better? Why? Why is this the appropriate ending?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VIDEOS:
· 1985 Updike interview regarding “A&P”

< http://www.spike.com/video/interview-with-john/1183234 >

· 1995 18-minute movie (Amy Smart)

< http://jupdike.tumblr.com/ >

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PIX:
1967, Illinois




New Jersey
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TURNING POINT





CLIMAX





Amy Smart, Andrea Lyn, Laura Gail








Sean Hayes as Sammy in 1996 � HYPERLINK "http://jupdike.tumblr.com/" ��18-min.version�





BONUS ASSIGNMENTS:


diagram store


draw girls


photo collage


tell incident from different POV


Lengel


Queenie


Stokesie





definition of THEME








