CHARACTER SKETCHES:  John Updike’s “A&P”
	Character
	Physical (Appearance/Info)
	Behavioral
	Conflict 

(if applicable)
	Decision

	Sammy
	-(narrator)

-19
-wearing red apron with "Sammy" sew on it; and bow-tie (which belongs to A&P)
	-mentally narrating
-observing girls
-ringing out other customers at cash register
-feels for girls as they are ogled
-startled by the sound of Queenie's voice
-imagines himself in Queenie's living room
	-views women as objects, notices physical traits
-begins to feel sorry for girls being viewed as objects
-doesn't like the way Lengel treats the girls
-feels Lengel embarrassed the girls
	-Quits job
-Tells Lengel he didn't have to embarrass the girls
-Leaves apron and bow tie on counter
-Knows how hard the world will be to him hereafter; decides not to objectify women; stands up for what his beliefs.

	Queenie
	-dirty pink, beige bathing suit w/ nubs, straps are down
-barefoot
-long, white prima donna legs
-oaky hair, sun and salt bleached, unraveling bun
-prim face
	-leader, walked straight and slowly, didn't look around
-came down hard on heels, not used to walking barefoot
-knows boys at cash registers are watching, doesn't let on
-puts jar of Kingfish Fancy Herring Snacks on the counter to purchase
-lifts dollar bill out of bathing suit from between breasts
-blushes when Lengel reprimands her
-tells Lengel, "We are decent"
	-knows they aren't dressed appropriately to be in the A&P
	-hurries out, after making purchase

	chunky girl, "Plaid"
	-chunky, good tan, pale belly
-new, plaid, bright green two piece
-chubby berry face, lips bunched together under nose
-barefoot
	-peeking around, following Queenie, making shoulders round
	
	

	tall girl, "Big, tall goony-goony"
	-black hair, not frizzed right
-sunburn under eyes
-chin too long
-barefoot
	-peeking around, following Queenie, making shoulders round
-thinks she is striking or attractive, never quite makes it


	
	

	Stokesie
	-(company man)

-married with two kids

-22
-wants to be manager someday
	-watching girls, ringing customers out at cash register
-tries not to look at the girls because he's married
	
	

	customers
	-"houseslaves in pin-curlers"
-50 year old, rouge, no eyebrows, witch
-"old party in baggy gray pants"
-like sheep
	-carefully watch to make sure items are rung up
-push carts down aisle like sheep in a chute
-jerk, hop, hiccup when seeing the girls, but eyes snap back to own baskets
-knock against each other, like scared pigs in a chute
	
	

	McMahon
	(meat man)
	-working behind meat counter
-points (directs girls)
-pats mouth, looks after girls "sizing up their joints"
	
	

	Lengel
	-(manager)
-dreary
-(teaches Sunday school)
-patient, old, gray
-face was dark gray, back stiff
	-tells girls, "this isn't the beach"
-stares at girls, reprimandingly
-tells girls, "we want you dressed decently in here"
-tells girls, "it's our policy" they must have their shoulders covered
-takes narrator's spot at cash register
	-didn't have to embarrass the girls (according to narrator), but chooses to
	-Tells narrator the girls embarrassed themselves
-Tells narrator he doesn't want to "do this [quit] to his mom and dad"
-Tells narrator he'll "feel this for the rest of [his] life"


