GODFATHER DEATH

Brothers Grimm
· Jakob Grimm (1786-1863)

· Wilhelm Grimm (1786-1859)

· educated
· collected the stories (not authors)
· stories called “Kinder und Hausmarchen” (Children’s & Household Stories)
· stories embodied the fears & superstitions of the uneducated storytellers & their audiences
· stories = enjoyed by children & adults
· “Hansel & Gretel”
· “Rapunzel”
· “Snow White & the 7 Dwarfs”
· “Godfather Death”
“Godfather Death”

· 1822

· from oral tradition

· fairy tale
· magical world
· witches & goblins or fairies
· by & for the uneducated 
I. EXPOSITION (setting the scene, background, introduces characters)

· poor man w/12 children, worked night & day to feed them
· 13th child comes along
· goes out to a great highway to ask the 1st person he sees to be the boy’s godfather
· GOD:
· takes pity on man

· promises happiness to child

· refused b/c inequality – gives to the rich, lets poor go hungry

· (lost faith)

· “he turned from the Lord”
· DEVIL:
· too willing to make a deal

· promises gold & pleasures

· refused b/c equality but unfairness deceives & misleads humanity
· DEATH:
· accepted b/c equality – makes all men equal, takes rich/poor w/o distinction

· promises rich & famous
· section ends with Baptism
II. COMPLICATION:  (obstacle)
· boy comes “of age”
· *switch from Father to Son as protagonist
· Death gives him his christening gift
* HERB (will cure any ailment)
· WARNING #1:

· Death stands at patient’s FEET = no help, doomed to die

· Death stands at patient’s HEAD = curable, healed with HERB

· warning = foreshadowing of ending FORESHADOWING
III.  COMPLCIATION:
· promise fulfilled (  world-famous & rich doctor
· king falls ill – Death at his feet = death
· Pride, Arrogance, Hubris
· Godson decides to trick (outwit) Death

· I’m his godson

· TRICK #1 = pick up patient, reverse position, Death now stands at head – give Herb, healed

	CONFLICT:  (Godson vs. Death)
· Man vs. Man

· Man vs. Nature

· Man vs. Society
· Man vs. Supernatural


CRISIS, RESOLUTON:  (moment of high tension)
SUSPENSE:                      (pleasurable anxiety)
· WARNING #2 = Death reaction to Trick
· “let it pass”
· next time ( he’ll take Godson away instead
IV. CRISIS #2:
· king’s daughter falls deathly ill soon afterward
· king’s reward = marriage & crown
· Death stands at her feet = death
· BUT
· Beauty blinds Godson to Death’s angry glances & threatening fists
· Trick #2:  reverses her position, cures her with herb
V. CLIMAX:  (moment of greatest tension, highest suspense)
· Death = tall, bony figure
· Death = angry, snatches Godson away to “underground cave”
· “life lights”
· uncountable number, big, small, medium
· some go out ( others lit up (seemed like a dance)

· big ones = children (although they often have little ones – infant mortality)

· middle size = married couples during best years

· little lights = very old
· Godson asks to see his life light ( snub
· begs Death to cheat – to light him a new one

· Death:  can’t cheat, “A light must go out before a new one lights up.”

· Godson:  bargaining - to set the old light upon a new light

· DENOUEMENT-RESOLUTION:  (“untying of the knot,” unraveling of complication/crisis)

· TRICK #3:  Death tricks Godson – pretends to agree to the cheating BUT “he purposely fumbled & the little light fell over & went out”

· wanted revenge

· ways to cheat, around the rules

· BUT

· took it personally, angry, vengeful
· IRONY:  unexpected turn, surprise ending 
· expected Warning #3, good scare

· Father wanted equality & balance for his Son 
· Son got treated like everyone else
· no mercy, forgiveness (which God may have granted)

· balance – death/life (light goes out, light goes on)

THEMES:  (message, moral)
· can’t cheat Death (mortality)

· careful what you wish for

· Father’s lack of understanding of GOD

· sins of Pride, Hubris, Arrogance, Power-hungry
· danger of Beauty?

· fame & fortune = nothing without Love

· “Cat in the Rain”

· “Parable of Prodigal Son”

· void, emptiness, cannot be sated
