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“GCP”:  BACKGROUND

(1955)
PLOT:
I. EXPOSITION:
· characterization 

· Mrs. Freeman = always right, no reverse, nosy, know-it-all, worked for Mrs. H for 4 years (husband, no =name); knows how to handle Joy/Hulga
· Glynese = Mrs. F’s daughter, 18, redhead, sty

· Carramae = Mrs. F’s daughter, 15, married (Lyman), pregnant (morning sickness)

· Mrs. Hopewell = clichés (“good country people”), tries to use people’s weaknesses for good (bad for good); diverced her husband (power), runs tenant farm
	· Joy = “Hulga,” fat, blonde, artificial leg (knee down), childlike, PhD in philosophy, atheist, nihilist/existentialist, arrogant, condescending, rude, “constant outrage”

· “bloated, rude, and squint-eyed”
· in nature but hates Nature

· ironic for a philosopher
· bad heart

· dead by 45 (13 years)

· childish:

· slams doors

· thumps when walks

· “Glycerin & Caramel”

· 6-yr.-old skirt, yellow sweatshirt w/faded cowboy on horse

· name:

· legally changed it while away at college

· for its ugly sound (name, face/body, attitude, leg)

· Vulcan in furnace calling goddess who must come

· “her highest creative act”

· doesn’t want anybody to use it/personal??

· leg:

· shot off in a hunting accident when 10

· “literally blasted off”

· she never lost consciousness?




·  “watching”

· Mrs. Freeman watching Joy & mother (eating)

· Joy watching Mrs. F&H

· Manley watching Mrs. H & Joy, sizing up

· True Beauty:

· inner beauty, from the inside

· of the spirit

· mindset

· “…people who looked on the bright side of things would be beautiful even if they were not”

· optimism = beauty

· (OR… this = simple-minded, trite, naïve, idealistic, what ugly people say)

· EDUCATION:

· impotent knowledge:  no teaching, no sharing ( fester, bloat

· academics = “scarecrows” (professors & students)

· no more excuse for Joy to leave home (can’t get her out of the house now)

II. “this morning”
· Bible salesmen (Manley Pointer)
· skinny, affection of weakness (lugging suitcase)

· bright blue suit, yellow socks (nerdy, Pointdexter)

· 19 or 17

· father crushed  under tree

· selling bibles for 4 months

· Mrs. Cedars (wrong name) = HINT gets him in the door

· HINTS:

· wrong name

· “pretending to looked puzzled but w/his eyes sparkling”

· fake laugh (see Handyman in “Chrysanthemums”)

· pity (see Handyman in “Chrysanthemums”)

· Mrs. Hopewell sees through his con BUT she invites him to dinner

· Mrs. Hopewell – LIAR 

· says one thing, feels/thinks another

· he gets a free meal

· stays 2 hours later

· Truth = Lie

· when someone says “to tell the truth”

· STY:

· SEX to get rid of sty

· Ironic that a slut won’t get married by JOP, only in church

III. Flashback
· Joy & Manley at the gate “yesterday”

· she thinks he’s so simple, naïve, country bumpkin, “good country people”

· arrogance, condescension

· thinks she’ll seduce him for fun

· fantasy #1 –
· she’ll seduce him for fun
· “true genius can get an idea across even to an inferior mind”
· (foreshadowing:  he gets her w/his joke @ 2-day chickens)

IV. THE DATE:
· Saturday morning, 10 AM

· Joy:  pair of slacks, dirty white shirt, nasal spray as perfume!!

· seduction 

· (see Elisa & Handyman in Steinbeck’s “The Chrysanthemums”)

· gets her to ensnare herself

· enough rope to hang herself

· “hoisted by her own petard”

· by her own arrogance

· by her own unrealized loneliness

· ?? not by his own skill BUT by her own arrogance ??

· he’s not successful, just like yesterday w/ Mrs. Hopewell

· he thinks she’s shy, lonely, fat girl that he can take advantage of if he pays her some attention

· BUT it’s her arrogance that ensnares her
· her leg (up the ladder)

· her loneliness, arrogance (into the woods)

· fantasy #2 –
· they’ll run off together
· HINTS:

· “His gaze was somehow familiar”

· Mrs. Freeman

· her own

· his panting (= animal, predator tracking prey)

· her thoughts/suspicions
· HOLLOW BIBLE:

· Bible = hollowed out

· w/ cards w/ naked women

· whiskey flask

__________________________________________________________________________________________
NAMES:
· Hopewell

· Freeman

· Joy

· Hulga

· Manley Pointer

· Lyman
IRONY:
· philosopher who hates people, Nature

· names

· verbal irony of Manley Pointer

· hypocrisy of Mrs. Hopewell (thoughts vs. words)

· verbal irony of Mrs. Freeman

· dramatic irony

EXISTENTIALISM:
(1) the condition & existence of mankind

(2) mankind's place & function in this world

(3) mankind's relationship (or lack thereof) with God

*Soren Kierkegaard (1813-55):

· "father" of "modern Christian existentialism"

· codified typical Christian thinking of recent centuries:

· through God & in God, mankind finds freedom from tension & discontent; 

· therefore ( mankind may find piece of mind & spiritual serenity

· influenced 20thC German philosophers Heidegger & Jaspers, who expanded SK's ideas

· who influenced European philosophers' "atheistic existentialism"

AETHEISTIC EXISTENTIALISM:

*existence precedes essence*

· one fashions his/her own existence

· one exists ONLY when fashioning his/her own existence (self-fashioning)
· this process of CHOICE of what one does or does not do gives “essence” to that “existence”
*Jean-Paul Sartre:  (1905-1980)

· mankind is born into a void ("le neant"), a mud ("le visqueux")

· free CHOICE, liberty, to stay in the mud or get out

(a) stay in the mud:  

· passive, supine, acquiescent existence, 

· a semi-conscious state, barely aware of oneself

· subjective, passive, indeterminate

(b) choose to get out of mud:

· “stand out from” = “ex” = out, “sistere” = to stand

· an act of will

· become increasingly aware of oneself

· perhaps experience "angoisse" (metaphysical, moral anguish)

( despair, because sense the ABSURDITY of one’s situation

· the energy derived from this awareness allows one to "drag himself out of the mud" & begin to exist

( engagement ("engage") ( commitment:  through engagement, committed to some action & part of society ( provides reason & structure to one's existence ( helps to integrate society

*exercising one's power of choice ( gives meaning to existence & universe

*obligation:  to make oneself what he/she is, and has to be what he/she is

*NIHILISM:

· Latin nihil, or nothing (that which does not exist)

· verb "annihilate," meaning to bring to nothing, to destroy completely

· 1) all values are baseless; reason is impotent (
· 2) nothing can be known or communicated
· 3) extreme pessimism and a radical skepticism that condemns existence
· nihilists believe in NOTHING, have no loyalties, and no purpose other than, perhaps, an impulse to destroy
*Friedrich Nietzsche:  (1844-1900)
· no objective order or structure in the world except what we give it (subjectivity)

· “Every belief, every considering something-true is necessarily false because there is simply no true world (Will to Power [notes from 1883-1888]). 
· nihilism requires a radical repudiation of all imposed values and meaning
· will expose all cherished beliefs and sacrosanct truths as symptoms of a defective Western mythos ( collapse of meaning, relevance, and purpose
· nihilism’s corrosive effects would eventually destroy all moral, religious, and metaphysical convictions and precipitate the greatest crisis in human history

· nihilistic themes:  

· epistemological failure, 
· value destruction, 

· cosmic purposelessness
· indifference, often associated with anti-foundationalism
· Epistemological nihilism denies the possibility of knowledge and truth, and is linked to extreme skepticism. 

· Political nihilism advocates the prior destruction of all existing political, social, and religious orders as a prerequisite for any future improvement.

· Ethical nihilism (moral nihilism) rejects the possibility of absolute moral or ethical values. Good and evil are vague, and related values are simply the result of social and emotional pressures.

· Existential nihilism, the most well-known view, affirms that life has no intrinsic meaning or value; 
· existence itself—all action, suffering, and feeling—is ultimately senseless and empty (futility of life)
· MARTIN HEIDEGGER:  (1889-1976)
· ontology or the study of being. In his fundamental treatise, Being and Time, he attempted to access being (Sein) by means of phenomenological analysis of human existence (Dasein) in respect to its temporal and historical character. In his later works Heidegger had stressed the nihilism of modern technological society, and attempted to win western philosophical tradition back to the question of being. He placed an emphasis on language as the vehicle through which the question of being could be unfolded, and on the special role of poetry. His writings are notoriously difficult. Being and Time (1927) remains still his most influential work.
· active participation in the world, "being-there" (Ger. Dasein)
· nothing ( produces dread = the most fundamental human clue to the nature and reality of Nothing ( realization that life is limited by/shaped by death = Nothing shapes Being (death & nothing = concomitants—coexisting, contemporary; not opposites—of life & being)
· “we [should] liberate ourselves from those idols everyone has and to which they are wont to go cringing”

· “Why are there beings at all, and why not rather nothing?” (What is Metaphysics?, 1977)
· this world has real value, intrinsically; not as a shadow of an Ideal world (Heaven, e.g.) but in and of itself; there is no true Being, no ideal super-world; there is only this world, limited & hurtling inevitably towards death ( embrace death, embrace limitedness (science from metaphysics, philosophy @ this world)

· old-school Biblical God is dead to humans, now he’s a “paymaster”, rewarder of our virtues

· only when we contemplate what-is-not (not in relation to what-is, no similes/metaphors) that we begin to see the wonder of what-is (our reality, this world)

· influenced existentialist Sartre, deconstructionist Derrida
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"GCP":

· mother & daughter are “stuck in the mud”
· have opportunity to get out of the void/mud (free choice) 
· but choose to stay

· they = passive, subjective

· no part of society, no commitment but to themselves

· *only way out is VIOLENCE (violent shock)

· *Christian Existentialism-- FOC style:  only through God and in God find meaning, contentment, piece of mind; only through VIOLENT SHOCK will they become aware that they are “stuck in the mud”
· Deconstructs nihilism:  shows that those who forward nihilism have the luxury of doing so, AND that if such a person were confronted with the awful truth of that belief (personified in Manley Pointer), then they would realize their folly (something greater beyond “nothingness”)

· “GCP,” Flannery O’Connor, and nihilism:

· “The period in which she wrote was shrouded by the thick fog of nihilism. In the intellectual culture of her time, a culture that continues to control the academic and literary institutions of our time, the ruling ethos was an agnostic detachment from life that involved a refusal to discriminate good from evil, an unwillingness to recognize life as purposeful or even meaningful, and a lack of faith in the value of life itself. As O'Connor wrote to Ted Spivey, even among those "modern people" who seek to return to "a sense of the Holy Spirit," "the religious sense seems to be bred out of them in the kind of society we've lived in since the eighteenth century.” (http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Flannery+O'Connor+in+her+letters:+%22a+refugee+from+deep+thought%22-a0135340129)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

CULT of the NOBLE SAVAGE:

· primitive goodness, dignity of mankind

· uncorrupted by the evil effects of civilization

· believes in a primitive or free state of existence (like Adam & Eve's pre-lapsarian existence in the Garden of Eden)

· 16thC:  Montaigne in Of Cannibals (1580)

· 17thC:  Mrs. Behn in Oroonoko; Or the Royal Slave (1678):  primitive innocence, deplorable effects of civilization & man's inventions; hero=virtuous, young, beautiful, educated, warrior

· 18thC:  Rousseau in Emile (1762) return to nature philosophy

· late 18thC and Romantic Poets:  *reaction against increasing industrialization, materialism, capitalism

PRIMITIVISM:

*anti-civilization, anti-materialism, anti-industrialization, anti-progress

*pro-Nature, grass roots movement

· Horace:  "laudator temporis acti" (extoller of things past):

· nostalgia, atavistic nostalgia

1) myth of paradisal era, golden age, halcyon days, good ol' days, "saturnia regna" (age of Saturn)

2) myth of paradisal garden 

3) myth of pre-Fall innocence (pre-Lapsarian existence)

cultural primitivism:  peoples isolated from civilization = preferable to those living in the civilized, urbanized milieu (with its base laws of servitude)

· Montaigne:  Of Cannibals (1580)

· Sir Philip Sydney:  Arcadia (1590)

· Shakespeare:  As You Like It, The Winter's Tale
· AS:  contrasts sophistications, corruptions of court life VS simpler, honest, healthier country life in Arden Forest 

· Rousseau:  natural order, natural education, social contract*

(primitivism influence) (
· utopian literature, pastoral tradition, 18thC interest in peasant poetry & cult of Ossianism, medievalism, Romantic Poetry

· 18thC:  non-academic pastoralism, nostalgia, peasant poetry, critical theory that admired the primitives like Homer, Shakespeare, Ossian, peasants; reaction against Neoclassicism

· 18, 19, 20thC:  animistic & mythopoeic primitivism (locate the paradise within the individual [Outer Utopia vs. Inner Utopia] ( re-creation of different modes of feelings) Wordsworth (feelings @ Nature, communal myths, folklore), Coleridge, JF Cooper, Melville, Conrad, Joyce

PASTORAL TRADITION:

· Latin = pertaining to shepherds (goatherds, neatherds, fishermen, farmers) (compose poetry, sing songs, play flute to pass time)

· idealization of shepherd life --> a peaceful, innocent, uncorrupted existence, a pre-lapsarian state

· undertones of bucolic bliss

· yearning for/nostalgia for a lost "golden age"/Arcadia of innocence, purity, 

· when existed in harmony with nature

· desire to get away from court life, town life, war, strife, materialism, industrialization

· ancient Greece ("eclogue" short pastoral poems written as dialogues or monologues; Theocritus, Virgil, Mantuan...Petrarch, Boccaccio), Middle Ages, High Middle Ages, Renaissance...

· ** Christianity:  Christ = shepherd, man = his flock

· shepherd's life = Christ-like, symbolic of purity, paradigm of good living

· 17thC:  backlash

· 18thC:  revival

__________________________________________________________________________________________

GROTESQUE:
· various meanings:  art, architecture, literature

· lit:  16thC France, Rabelais; 

· 18thC & Neoclassicism: (-) ridiculous, bizarre, extravagant, freakish, UNNATURAL:  aberrations from the desired norms of harmony, balance, proportion
· used for comic or satiric effect:  satire, parody, caricature, invective, burlesque, black comedy, macabre, comic relief, sick joke, Theatre of the Absurd, Gothic Novels
	· Joy’s leg

· Joy’s bad heart

· Carramae’s morning sickness (at breakfast!!)

· Carramae’s gas cramps

· Glynese’s sty

· Mrs. F’s fascination w/ “secret infections, hidden deformities, assaults upon children,” incurable & lingering diseases, Joy’s leg




·  “a new fantastic animal at the zoo”
__________________________________________________________________________________________

SATIRE, PARODY

· “a literary tone used to ridicule or make fun of human vice or weakness, often with the intent of correcting, or changing, the subject of the satiric attack”

· “a literary composition, in verse or prose, in which human folly and vice are held up to scorn, derision, or ridicule”

· parody:  “a humorous or satirical imitation of a serious piece of literature or writing”
__________________________________________________________________________________________
milieu





Good Country People:


Country music


Boondocks


Good Ol’ Boys








