William Faulkner:  “Barn Burning” 1939
· PRE-READING:

· 1st Name & Last Name:  how are you the same as your family, what traits do you share – physical, spiritual, emotional; likes/dislikes, traditions, looks,….

· 1st Name vs. Last Name:  how are you different from your family, what makes you stand apart from them – likes/dislikes, talents, looks, habits, hobbies, …

· SETTING:

· Faulkner’s fictional Mississippi county of Yoknapatawpha

· PLOT:

· Opens in JOP court, Snopes is being sued for burning the barn of a master (his hog in the other’s field); Sarty called to testify but released; father left off but kicked out of town; move (13th time in Sarty’s 10 years) after campout; 1st thing Snopes does is wipe horse shit in the manor house of Major de Spain; forced to clean the stain but ruins the rug w/lye; returns the rug in the middle of the night; fined 20 bushels of corn; Snopes tries to sue Major – wins & loses (reduced to only 10); wastes the day; sets to burn the Major’s barn in the middle of the night; Sarty warns major; Major shoots 3x (Snopes & oldest son OR just Snopes??); Sarty keeps going, sleeps in woods, never looks back
· SNOPES:

· Abner:  wolf, violent yet unfeeling

· Lennie:  wife, industrious, begs him to stop

· Lizzie:  aunt, industrious, hates Abner yet says/does nothing

· Older Brother:  like father, cow, dumb & unthinking

· Twin Sisters:  fat, lazy, cow/oxen, Net = 1

· Colonel Sartoris “Sarty”:  10, too young to form feelings into thoughts/words

· Family traits:
· poor, uneducated, illiterate

· broken items, no shoes

· sharecroppers

· institutionalized slavery, damnation to poverty for life

· dispossessed:  tied to the land YET don’t own the land

· doomed:  coming industrialization of the New South

· Rebellions:  

· rebelling against unfair social practice
· by only means necessary (riots)
· impotent power – only means of striking back = through fire
· IRONY:  rebellions & criminal activity leave them MORE indigent & dependent on others than before; rebels against his masters but that only leaves him needier & more reliant on masters

· BARNS:

· Why is this WORSE than burning down farm houses?

· barns = livestock, equipment, crops that farmers needed to survive

· Is this a NORTHERN trick during the Civil War? 
· guerilla warfare, to keep them down even after defeated, worse than killing them? Makes them starve, no means of support or commerce
· Same reason Horse Thieving = so bad; horses = transportation solo, transportation cart, labor of plow, labor to cart, control other animals, ….
· MOTIFS:

· Father:  iron, tin, pebble (stone), wood, fire

· animals:  wolf, cow, horse, mule

· silences:  to authority

· lack of senses:  running on instinct; thoughtless animal?; emotions overload thoughts & feelings & senses – Conscience = stronger than breeding (Nature over Nurture); Sarty is struggling w/having to lie for father, knows his father is wrong/guilty

· THEMES:

· people = animals:  instinct over thought, no thinking, no independent thought but hereditary instinct based down the line

· tarnishing of youth:  Lottery, Antigone, 

· instinct:  too young to figure it out, to put feelings into thoughts or words; WRUG, Cask, Hour, Grave

· family ruins:  family = curse more than blessing, brings them down; Antigone, Things, Lottery, EDU, Eveline, Cask, Grave, BB

· family = his own private army, to be bossed around

· family = his own private country; self-serving, serves no country, no master

· family:  can’t choose your family, but can choose your friends (or, in this case, life, conscience, freedom)
· Old South:  n-word, Civil War (soldier/privateer, his name), share croppers, agrarian society

· Old South vs. New South:  fat lazy sisters = entitlement, idle, unthinking VS. mother & aunt, hard working, industrious,  do what needs to get done w/o being told to
· Family vs. Conscience:  standing up for what you believe is right; instinct more than religious doctrine; Antigone, BB

· Traditions:  Old South kept alive through names, legends, social positions; Antigone, Lottery, Things, Hunters?, Birthmark?, EDU, Eveline

· Nature over Nurture: Sarty chooses, siblings don’t choose, Sarty thinks his father had no choice (his Nature?)

· QUOTES:

· Family:
· “…the smell and sense just a little of fear because mostly of despair and grief, the old fierce pull of blood.”
· Pulled in 2 directions:  “striking and reining back in the same motion”
· Pulled in 2 directions:  “the being pulled two ways like between two teams of horses”

· False Hope:

· Maybe he will feel it too. Maybe it will even change him now from what maybe he couldn’t help but be.
· Maybe it will all add up and balance and vanish—corn, rug, fire; the terror and grief, the being pulled two ways like between two teams of horses—gone, done with for ever and ever.
· YOUTH:

· “His father had struck him before last night but never before had he paused afterward to explain why; it was as if the blow and the following calm, outrageous voice still rang, repercussed, divulging nothing to him save the terrible handicap of being young, the light weight of his few years, just heavy enough to prevent his soaring free of the world as it seemed to be ordered but not heavy enough to keep him footed solid in it, to resist it and try to change the course of its events.”

· Watching him, the boy remarked the absolutely undeviating course which his father held and saw the stiff foot come squarely down in a pile of fresh droppings where a horse had stood in the drive and which his father could have avoided by a simple change of stride.”
· “shabby and ceremonial violence.” – like The Lottery, Snopes’ religious burnings are getting old, on family, no longer tied to any possible original meaning (Civil War)
· IMAGERY:
· rebirth, renewal:  May, week in spring, late spring = Sarty’s rebirth; Hour, Antigone 

· Sarty’s pulling away from his mother = his 2nd BIRTH, his freedom (next line in the story); we have 2 births in life:  1st brings us into the world, no choices; but the 2nd = our choices, freedom, self-definition
· animals:  children = described as bestial – fat, dumb, lazy cows; horse, cow, mules

· trained as animal:  struck by father:  you were going to tell; “You’re getting to be a man. You got to learn. You got to learn to stick to your own blood, or you ain’t going to have any blood to stick to you.”
· FIRE:
· small, neat, niggard, shrewd =

· 1) waste & extravagance of war

· 2) nights hiding out in the woods after stealing horses

· 3) weapon, primitive, effective

· LONE WOLF:
· “…his wolflike independence and even courage when the advantage was at least neutral which impressed strangers as if they got from his latent ravening ferocity not so much as a sense of dependability as a feeling of that his ferocious conviction in the rightness of his own actions would be of advantage to all whose interest lay with his” [but a threat to those against]
· self-righteousness

· no allegiance

· “hiding from all men, blue or gray, w/his strings of horses (captured horses he called them” – his own private war – Him vs. World

· “that ravening and jealous rage”

· “…had gone to war a private in that fine old European sense, wearing no uniform, admitting the authority of and giving fidelity to no man or army or flag, going to war as Malbrouck himself did: for booty - it meant nothing and less than nothing to him if it were enemy booty or his own.” 

· privateer, pirate

· self-serving, serves no country, no master, no flag

· CONFLICT:

· Family vs. Family:  internal strife/abuse, rebellion
· father v. son:  amoral, unethical, thieving, and degenerate
· Family vs. Society: Snopeses vs. World; authorities = JOP, plantation owners
· Family vs. Individual Conscience

· fear, grief, and despair VS. joy, peace, dignity

· blood vs. soul

· allusions & references to Civil War, slavery, circus

· SNOPES = USA?:

· War:  “seen the waste and extravagance of war…who had in his blood an inherent voracious prodigality with material not his own…”

· in war, army is prodigal, wasteful with material/men not their own sons

· in war with the world, Snopes has nothing of his own so he wastes the materials of his masters

· PRODIGAL SON:
· prodigal w/material not his own

· Snopes & Sarty = mirror image of Father & Son in the parable

· loving, unconditional

· lie for me, beat like an animal

· house = not fit for hogs – lower than hogs in foreign land

· are the Snopes the Prodigal Son too proud to go home, start a home??

· Sarty = Prodigal Son – BUT – he leaves his family to do what’s right

· RELIGIOUS?:
· God

· Abner Snopes = God (Old Testament, fire & destruction)

· Sarty Snopes = Christ (New Testament, inner conscience, circumcised heart)

· Prodigal son

· mule 
· Flashforward:
· we are given flashes of the future

· helps us see the end as Happy Ending 

· “Later, twenty years later he was to tell himself, "If I had said they wanted only truth, justice, he would have hit me again." But now he…”

· STYLE:
· Old South vs. New South themes

· Flashback & Flashforward

· Snap Shots:  describes frozen moment/image, vignette 

· father in doorway, Major de Spain on horse,…
· images burned into our memory (not in motion but static image)
· SYMBOLS:

· fire 

· white carpet

· Major’s mansion

· barns

· JOP offices (stores)

· animals

· Abner’s hat & coat

· Sarty’s bare feet/lack of shoes, old clothes

· broken objects (stopped clock)

· mule 
· Petty Acts of Defiance:
· horse shit on shoes, carpet

· ruining the rug by washing it w/lye

· returning the rug in the middle of the night, with noise, & not running away but slow trot

· suing Major de Spain, for something he started

· WHY Major De Spain’s mansion?
· Why does this affect Sarty so deeply, that he rebels at the end?

· authority, regality, Old South dignity

· right, fair

· hard work, honor

· wife = Lady – class yet works in the kitchen  (while there’s a black butler, she still works, is not idle aristocracy of Antebellum South)

· END:
· “Eulogy”:  Why does Sarty lie to himself regarding his now-dead father, why does he try to make him into a hero?

· Where does Sarty go afterward – no food, money, clothes (circus?)

· HAPPY ENDING:

· Sunday morning

· Whippoorwills = song of hope, rebirth (angels??)

· Dark woods:  unknown future

· Spring morning = rejuvenating spirit of Sarty – gets knocked down but gets back up

· Devotion to justice, moral conscience

· *FINAL appearance of Sarty Snopes in any Faulkner story

· though Abner & older brother do often appear

· SONGS:

· “Burning down the House”

· “The Roof Is on Fire”

· “Tub Thumping”
