Eudora Welty:  “Why I Live at the PO” (1941)
PLOT:

· Family = 

· Papa-Daddy (mother’s father, beard)

· Uncle Rondo (mother’s brother, drunk)

· Mama (200lbs., Mamma in “EDU”)

· Sister

· Stella-Rondo

· Shirley T.

· (Mr. Joe Whitaker, was w/Sister, married SR, child, cheater, sexy photographs)

· (Cousin Annie Flo, dead, stole man from mother?)

· younger sister comes home after leaving/being dumped by her husband
· but won’t talk about it

· SR turns grandfather against sister (beard)

· UR = drunk of 7/4, in SR’s kimono

· Mamma believes Shirley T. = adopted (despite family resemblance)

· SR turns UR against Sister (kimono)

· UR lights off firecrackers in Sister’s room on 7/5

· Sister “storms off” to PO

· taking every possible thing

· she could lay claim to

· (petty, materialistic, childish)

· 5 days at PO

· no going back (“BB”)

SETTING:

· July 4th, 5th (to July 10 -5 days at the PO)

· China Grove, Mississippi
· deep South

· 80 yrs. after Civil War

· small town

· 1 family = like royalty 

· (Feudalism – manor, pre-CW South)

· 2 locations = 

· home 

· post office

· extended families

· post-WWI (loss of father??)

· stigma to out-of-wedlock babies (“Hills”)

· sibling rivalries

STYLE:

· 1st person POV

· from Sister’s perspective

· directly addresses the reader - “you”

· shows things to the reader (in writing!!)

· humor

· BUT

· serious undertones in the SUBTEXT
SEX:

· sexy pictures – taken by Joe Whitaker

· Sister?

· Stella-Ronda (kimono, trousseau/hope chest)

· premarital sex & pregnancy – Stella-Ronda with Shirley T.

· cousin Annie Flo – stole mother’s beau?

· Stella-Rondo closing doors & windows (to keep sounds of sex in)

· Whitaker left Stella for another girl (took sexy pix of?)

· sexy?? post cards to Uncle Rondo (in most secrets)(or soldiers writing –see chain letter from Flanders Field)

PRODIGAL SON:

· parody?

· returning child after her prodigality (“had” to get married b/c of pregnancy)

· mother accepts her child & grandchild back w/o thinking

· Stella = prodigal

· Sister = older stay-at-home brother

· fatted calf = 2 chickens spread over 5 people
THEMES:

· Family = (-)

· a source of stress, anger, disappointment, fights,…

· sibling rivalries

· WRUG

· EDU

· Antigone

· Eveline

· Lottery

· Cask

· Barn Burning

· PO

· Breaking away

· children @ the age of maturity
· pushing/distancing self from parents, family
· to set up own IDENTITY
· “nesting”
· decorate room, own possessions,….
· Self-destruction

· self-destructive tendencies

· our own responsibility in our troubles, problems, stresses

· we bring it on ourselves

· “beggars to our own demise”

· WRUG

· Barn Burning

· Antigone

· Things

· Hunters

· EDU

· PO

· King Lear

· parody of the Lear family

· sisters = petty

· ingratitude

· *WAR*

· anti-war story

· wars referenced/alluded to =

· American Revolution (July 4)

· American Civil War (blacks)

· WWI (Uncle Rondo served in France)

· WWII (radio news, 1941 date)

· family’s civil wars

· only 2 sides:  

· for & against (either/or fallacy, w/us or against us)

· war =

· childish

· backstabbing

· lies

· refuse to listen

· posturing 

· cut off nose to spite face

· bring it on yourself

· Is this what HUMANS look like to  gods, aliens????

· the human “family”

· all war = civil war, against own family

