Hills like White Elephants
More Notes

· Hills = 

· mountains 

· stationary, don’t move, firm 

· = commitment, settling down, putting up roots

· = marriage, stability – no roaming, traveling 

· = having the baby

· = her

· pregnant belly

· obstacle to cross, impediment (to happy relationship)

· to him, this is baby is the only thing in their way to happiness

· White Elephants =

· something nobody wants, bad luck

· rare, expensive, futile

· = baby

· (becoming her – to him – with talk of baby, settling down)

· Elephant =

· hidden in plain sight

· “the elephant in the room”

· something obvious YET no one talks about it

· elephants & bulls = wild animals

· associated with him

· can’t be tamed
· Both = her

· associated w/her b/c of her simile

· her creativity, her imagination

· her youth (innocence? naiveté?)

· Simile:

· like or as

· 2 different things being connected

· = them, their relationship

· alike but different

· works for the short-term but won’t ultimately last

· ABORTION 1920s:

· in Spain

· Spain = Catholic, conservative country (The Spanish Inquisition!)

· stigma of out-of-wedlock pregnancy, premarital sex

· abortion = illegal, morally wrong, sinful, damnable

· abortion = difficult to get…..unless $$$$$

· abortion = dangerous ………unless $$$$$

· STYLE = EAVESDROPPING:

· readers = eavesdropping in on a private conversation

· like the waitress lurking behind the beaded curtain

· “fly on the wall”

· POV =  3rd person objective
· convo = mysterious, unnamed things

· no background

· no conclusion

· STYLE:

· REPORTER—

· short factual sentences

· sentences w/o many negatives

· to deliver facts

· objective

· frozen moment (no analysis/interpretation – just the facts)

· ICEBERG—

· it’s all on the SURFACE

· allusions

· subtext

· readers have to dig beneath the surface 
· START:

· in medias res

· she’s found out that she’s pregnant

· they’ve been fighting

· he wants her to have an abortion
· SETTING:
· heat = tension

· he = train
· she = mountains

· station = layover, pause in the “journey” of their relationship 

· (are they “getting anywhere”??)

· in medias res

· temporary stopover, just a pause
· epochal moment

· frozen moment in time

· tracks = parallel lives 

· (going in different directions??)

· tracks = parallax view 

· (look like they’re going to join up ahead 

· BUT run parallel to each other, never joining

· division, separation

· couple = foreigners, outsiders (literally too – outside the station)

· no place to hide

· have to face their problems

· in-between:

· layover

· between 2 big cities

· Purgatory??? (between Heaven & Hell)

· Crossroads (between together/apart, baby/abortion)

· Barrenness vs. Fertility:
· on each side of the 1 side 
· abortion = barrenness (danger)

· baby = fertility

· BULL:
· Hemingway changed the name of a real  drink (Anis of Monkey)

· Anisette del Toro

· anisette

· straight = strong, burning

· mixed w/water = sweet, pleasant

· her = domesticated, tame, bearable

· him = diluted = weak, impure, corrupt, emasculated

· Spain – bull fights

· bulls = macho (fights, running with)

· virility

· Greek Myth:

· Cretan Bull:  Pasiphae = King Minos’ wife, he stiffs Poseidon, wife falls in love w/bull ( son = Minotaur

· Labyrinth

· Heracles 7th Labor = to capture the bull 

· Greek Myth:

· Zeus & Europa

· sees Europa, falls in love, turns into while bull, she gets on, spirits her away to Crete, she founds Crete

· DRINK:

· shows her innocence, naiveté – dependence on him

· she doesn’t speak the language 

· her adventurous spirit – willing to try anything

· beer = AVOIDANCE
· avoiding talking to each other

· addressing the “elephant in the room”

· numb senses, mind – not to think, to face reality
· 4 beers in 40 minutes!

· ENNUI
· Lost Generation

· all they do is keep moving to avoid Life

· boredom

· just drinks – everything tastes the same (like licorice)

· BAMBOO CURTAIN:
· keeps us out (readers don’t go in b/c the characters don’t go in – until end)

· bamboo 

· looks solid 

· but it’s hollow (like their relationship)

· DOOR:

· another obstacle (like the mountains)

· not a door BUT a barrier, threshold

· boundaries, rules/laws that the rich $$$ can by-pass

· Vulva???

· shape

· wind gently wafts = operation (just let some air in)

· curtain = the conversation

· lightly veiled

· hinted at, subtext

· BUT

· still there, under the surface

· masked but seen

· “abortion” = Anis del Toro ad painted on the bamboo

· not complete but visible (put the pieces together)

· “IT”

· baby

· operation

· LUGGAGE:

· lots of traveling (“fast lane”)

· nomadic existence

· Lost Generation

· no roots, no foundation, no ties

· no home

· JIG:

· she = black?

· nickname = childish (her innocence, naiveté) 

· “dance” around the issues

· dance = fast lane

· dance = she’s Irish?
· OTHER SYMBOLS:

· hills

· fields

· river
· door

· tracks

· station

· alcohol

· luggage
· REVERSE PSYCHOLOGY:

· as Montrador in “Cask”

· tries to talk her into doing what HE wants

· his - downplays the danger of the operation

· his - whatever you want to do

· her – I don’t care about me

· Is his a “man thing”?

· talk

· control through talking

· just keep talking & “brow beat” them into submission

· to barrage w/words

· to beat into submission

· not to listen = not really a conversation, dialogue (monologue)

· CONTROL DRAMAS
· ENDING:
· her looking to the barren fields & fertile side

· brings it up

· cloud change – she realizes they can’t go back

· “we could get along”

· parallax view

· drink alone

· finish their beers BUT not the conversation

· “stop talking”

· her fake smile (to the waitress, to him) = MASK

· “I feel fine.” = 

· made her decision (to keep the baby, with or without him)

· too drunk to care

· SONGS—

· Eagles –

· “Life in the Fast Lane”
· “After the Thrill Is Gone”

· Led Zepplin –
· “Communication Breakdown”

· talking vs. communicating

· *not said:  abortion, baby (“it”)

· sarcasm, jabs, Control Dramas

· tone =

· sarcastic ( earnest ( resigned

· Eddie Money-
· “I Wanna Go Back”…but I can’t go back I know

· Macbeth—

· just this 1 thing, this 1 last push

· & we’d be fine, back to where we were

· Like nothing had ever happened
